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Kiku Crafts & Food Fair

—&\é-»i Sponsored by West Covina Buddhist Temple

Sunday, November 12, 2023
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
at ESGVJICC

Featuring Asian inspired crafts, kids & adult clothing,
jewelry, ceramics, giftware, original artwork
and delicious food!

Come for some holiday shopping,
Stay for the fun and food!

Mark your calendars for Sunday, November 12, for a fun day of shopping and feasting at our
annual Kiku Crafts & Food Fair 2023.

Join us as we greet some familiar and favorite vendors and welcome many new vendors as
well. New this year are beautiful ceramic pieces, girls & toddler dresses in original Japanese
inspired prints and a selection of amazing jewelry.

We will also have our delicious chicken teriyaki plate, chicken chow mein and more to enjoy
here or take home.

Please note that traditionally Kiku is held on the first Sunday of November but this year we are
on the second Sunday, on November 12, 2023.

For more info, please contact Hisako Koga at 951-818-8740 or hskoga@gmail.com
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

Happy Fall! It will be a relief to welcome cooler weather after a very hot summer! Our Fall Ohigan service will be held
on September 17 at 4:30. This, and the Spring Ohigan in March are the two times when there are equal numbers of day and
night hours. These two times of equinox are said to be when the weather is neither too hot nor too cold.

The special Sunday in October will be the 29th. This service will include our temple’s Halloween party. Hope to see all of

you in funny, scary, or silly costumes!

The following is a Jataka tale for our Dharma School students:

“The Brave Little Parrot”

One day in a forest, a lightning bolt hit an old, dead tree. The tree quickly caught on fire. The fire spread through the
forest. The terrified animals ran as quickly as they could toward the river. However, many animals were still trapped by the

flames and could not get to the river.

A little parrot who reached the river tried to get his friends to go back to help the trapped animals. His frightened friends
refused. The parrot did the only thing he could do to help. He dove into the river and flew back into the burning forest. He
shook his feathers releasing little drops of water onto the fire. Over and over again the exhausted parrot dove into the river
and flew into the forest to release the drops of water.

Suddenly a large storm appeared. Rain poured from the sky putting the fire out!

The trapped animals were saved! They showed their gratitude to the brave and compassionate little parrot with cheers.

The Jataka tale’s lesson is: “No matter how small, a being with a heart of compassion can have a great effect on the

world,”

What do you think about this tale?

Adapted from Buddhism For Kids by Emily Griffith Burke. (2019)

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

This year’s summer vacation was
truly delightful and memorable. Bill
and I took a trip to Japan and had a
great time. The most enjoyable part of
this trip was that we spent consider-
able time sitting and talking with my
family, our friends, and many other
Jodo Shinshu followers.

It was the first time Bill took a
two-week vacation since he became
Rimban, and he had not seen my
family in almost ten years. My family
in Toyama was excited to see him
and invited him as a guest speaker
at their temple’s Obon Service. In his
Dharma message he spoke of his un-
derstanding of the meaning of Obon
in the relationship with our loved
ones. His talk resonated with mem-
bers and gave them an opportunity to

Japan Trip
Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi

reflect on their relationship with their
loved ones. Bill also introduced his
Betsuin’s Obon Festival by showing
a slideshow. It was the first time for
most of them to see an Obon Festival
in the U.S.. They were so surprised by
the vibrant event. In the Q & A ses-
sion following his talk, Bill received
quite a few questions, and conversa-
tion with them continued during
otoki.

My family was eager to talk
with Bill, especially my mother.
She wanted to discuss the teaching
of Jodo Shinshu with him, such as
“What do you understand about the
Pure Land?” He also expected and
was looking forward to talking with
her, so both of them kept me busy
interpreting for them during dinner.

An intimate conversation with
my family let us know the issue both
Nishi and Higashi denominations
face in Japan. My brother expounded
on the restructuring and consoli-
dation of Higashi districts in each
prefecture. This movement causes
the integration of the Betsuin, which
is the direct branch temple of Shinshu
Otani-ha, Kyoto, and is also regarded
as a head temple in each district.
Ministers and members consider and
discuss the role of Betsuin through
the shifting. My brother was inter-
ested in the relationship between our
Betsuin and other local temples and
their members and what we think
about the role of the Betsuin in our
overseas district. “What makes Bet-

Please see TRIP, con’t on page 8
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Sunday Services
All Sunday Services are now hybrid
with both in-person and Zoom
participation. If you're not quite
ready for social contact just look
for an email from Rev. Miyoshi
or Rev. Fred inviting you to the
services with the Zoom meeting ID
and password. Whichever way you
decide, please join us because it’'s
always a pleasure to see all of your
familiar faces!

Discussion Class
The weekly discussion class will
be every Thursday at 10 am via
Zoom. There is a different topic of
discussion each week and a lively
dialogue with a growing number
of participants. Look for the email
invitation with meeting ID and
password or contact Rev. Miyoshi
for the information.

Study Class
A virtual evening Study Class
is held every second and fourth
Tuesday of each month at 6:00
pm and we invite those who are
unable to attend the Thursday
morning Discussion Class to join
us. The Study Classes will focus
on the history and teaching of Jodo
Shinshu. If you are interested in
purchasing “The Teaching of Jodo
Shinshu and the History of the
Honganji Community” book which
will be used as reference, or to get
an email invitation, please contact
Rev. Miyoshi.

Autumn Ohigan Service
The hybrid Fall Ohigan Service will
be held on September 17 at 4:30
PM with special guest speaker Rev.
Peter Hata. Please help us welcome
back our friend Rev. Peter and join
us for our first post-Covid eat-in
Otoki. Please RSVP to Toban A if
you plan to be there.

Family Fun Day
Sunday, Sept. 24, 10am-3pm at
HHBT: 505 E. 3rd St. L.A. 90013.
Food, activities, fun for family and
friends!
RSVP by Sept 15 to INFO@HHBT-
LA.ORG or 213-626-4200. $5 pp for
main part of lunch can be paid at
event.
Also, please share a dish. Last
name begins A-K: dessert/ fruit
L-Z: salad / veggies
Questions, contact 626-689-1040 or
revnobuko@gmail.com (Rev.
Miyoshi) or pishsato@gmail.com
(Pat Sato)

Kiku Crafts & Food Fair 2023
The 2023 Kiku Crafts & Food Fair
will be held on Sunday, November
12, 2023. Please note that this year
the event will be held on the second
Sunday of November instead of the
traditional first Sunday.

Join us as we greet some familiar
and favorite vendors and welcome
many new vendors as well.

See page 1 for more information.

Halloween???
The decision to have a Halloween
party after the Sunday Service on
October 29 is still being discussed.

Ho-onko
A Hybrid Ho-onko Service (a
memorial service for Shinran
Shonin) will be held on Sunday,
November 5 at 4:30 pm. Our guest
speaker will be Rimban William
Briones from LA Nishi Betsuin.
Please join us as we welcome
Rimban Bill for this special service.
Otoki will be served after the
service.

SEPTEMBER

BIRTHDAY

Dean Hata, Marc-Mitchell Miyashiro,
Callen & Kimberley Kitaura,
Stephanie Jitosho-Gonzalez, Lindsay

GATEWAY Staff

Layout & Editing: Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi,
Hisako Koga, Claudia Haraguchi,
Richard Kagawa

Contributors: Claire Hansen, Joanie Mar-
tinez, Lee Ezaki, Tanya Kato

Circulation: Rev. Fred Brenion, Joy
Kitaura

West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission

Statement:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P. O.Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

E-Mail: webtlivingdharma@gmail.com

Ogino (Fiske), Ted Kato, Oliver
Reynolds-Hale, Evan Louise Yoburn,
Cathy Nakano, Roy Takemura, Kevin
Kuwahara, Brian Takahashi, Andrea
Lespron, Catay Nakano, Toyomi
Nakakihara, Miyoko Oshima, Leanne
Komada, Sonali Ortiz, Erika Oshiro,
Mei-Ling Chen, Edward Chen, Trina
Sillona, Toshi Ikehara, Lauren Midori
Jucksch, Rev. Etsuko Miyoshi,
Yasmine Whang, Tomi Mukai

OCTOBER BIRTHDAY
Ethan Ezaki, Kelly Yamashita,
Sachi Ena, Traci Takemura, Glenn
Nakatani, Diane Hata, Jane Earley,
Kimio Earley, Miyo Takahashi, David
Teragawa, Erik Akuna, Melissa
Kozono, Lauren Yanase, Mitsue
Oshita, Yukiko Kovacs, Yukiko
Tsuruda, Tewlyn R. Underwood,
Koa Deleon, Chase Logue, Darren
Godoy, Linda Nafarrete, Amelie
Kagawa
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WEST COVINA

HIGASHI HONGAN]JI

BUDDHIST TEMPLE

September 8, 2023

Dear Members and Friends,

The West Covina Buddhist Temple and its Board of Directors cordially invites you to
attend the Autumn Ohigan Service which will be held on Sunday, September 17, 2023 with

both in-perspn and Zoom. The information for the service is as follows:

Date: Sunday, September 17, 2023
Time: 4:30 P.M. (hybrid)

Dharma Message: Rev. Peter Hata

Meeting ID: 850 5199 6007

Passcode: 454346

We will be serving Otoki dinner immediately following the service.

Higan, meaning the Other Shore (of enlightenment), is a service is conducted on or
about the vernal and autumnal equinoxes. At these times of the year, we endeavor to
strengthen our commitment of the Buddhist life.
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WEST COVINA

Higashi Honganji

BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Dear Members and Friends,

Setepmber 8, 2023

The West Covina Buddhist Temple and its Board of Directors cordially invite you to
attend the Ho-on-ko Service which will be held on Sunday, November 5, 2023 with both in-
person and Zoom. The information for the service is as follows:

Date: Sunday, November 5, 2023
Time: 4:30 P.M. (hybrid)
Dharma Message: Rimban William Briones
(Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple)

Meeting ID: 880 1990 8881
Passcode: 452895

We will be serving Otoki dinner immediately following the service.

Ho-on-ko is the annual memorial service of the founder of Jodo Shinshu, Shinran
Shonin. Shinran lived from 1173-1262 and devoted his life to studying and sharing the
teaching of Nembutsu. On this occasion we gather to express our appreciation to Shinran
Shonin.

Gassho,

Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi
Johnny Martinez, President
Board of Directors
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Please Support the WCBT Membership!

Dear Sangha, Family & Friends,

As I write this request, we are already into September again. Time flies even during these stressful and momentous times of
our history. I hope you and your loved ones are well and keeping safe from all that continues to go on right now.

Thank you to those who have already sent in their membership dues for the 2023 year. We also express our appreciation to
all of you whose donations have helped keep WCBT independent and running.

This is a gentle reminder for those who would like to be part of the WCBT sangha membership for this 2023 year. Com-
pared to other temples, we have kept our dues low, trying to keep it reasonable and affordable. It is $125/couple/family; $100
for a single. We appreciate your support and participation in sustaining our spiritual home.

Finally, I would like to encourage everyone to join our educational programs, not only our weekly Sunday services, but
also the classes and discussions being offered Thursday morning @ 10 a.m. and every second and fourth Tuesday evening @

6 pm. via Zoom. For those that work during the day, please consider this evening option. Rev. Miyoshi is an awesome teacher
who instructs and guides us into very friendly, stimulating, thought-provoking discussions. We have warmly connected with
friends/family and even former sangha members who have moved to other parts of the country. “The gates of Dharma are mani-
fold,” please enter one and join us. We would love to see you.

With Gassho,
Johnny Martinez, President

With Gassho,

2023 MEMBERSHIP

The following is a list of our paid 2023 members as of August 31, 2023. In the case of an inadvertent omission, please con-
tact Rev. Miyoshi. Those listed below have already paid their 2023 membership dues. If you are not listed and would like to
become a member, please use the application on page 8.
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Online Donations

The Living Dharma website
now has a link https:/ /
livingdharma.org /index.ph
donations/ for donations. You
can use PayPal, credit or debit
cards to make donations to
the temple with a few simple
clicks. Checks are still and
always accepted as well for the
traditionalist.




Page 8

&

September-October 2023

T H E G A T E W A Y

TRIP, con't from pg. 2
suin as Betsuin?”—Honestly speak-
ing, I had hardly ever thought about
it until he asked us.

After spending five days with
my family in Toyama, we stopped
by Kyoto and then headed for Ka-
goshima. In Kagoshima, we visited
a cave that was a hidden gathering
place for Nenbutsu followers around
the 16" through 19* centuries when
Jodo Shinshu teaching was strictly
banned by the feudal lord of the Ka-
goshima area. Rev. Zesho Teramoto,
a minister in Kagoshima and a friend
of my mother, offered to take us there
as a guide. We heard the detailed
history of persecution of Nenbutsu
teaching in Kagoshima from him. It
is impressive that, despite the brutal
persecution, Jodo Shinshu teachings
had been maintained and handed
down for about three hundred years.
Jodo Shinshu followers in Kagoshima
chose not to resort to force to achieve
their religious freedom, while they
never gave up their spiritual ground.
Rev. Teramoto sees Shinran’s teaching
manifested as the strength and the

true pacifism in them.

We had a great time with Rev.
Teramoto. He wanted to know the
significance of Jodo Shinshu teach-
ing for Bill. Rev. Teramoto enjoyed
exchanging his understanding and
thoughts with Bill. Rev. Teramoto
surprised Bill when he made a bow
and said, “On behalf of the Japanese,
I apologize to you for Pearl Harbor.
We made a mistake.” And he also
said, “However, dropping the Atomic
Bomb was also a terrible mistake.”

At his favorite izakaya restaurant, we
talked about various things, from
Jodo Shinshu teachings to silly topics,
with a great deal of laughter.

I am grateful for having a won-
derful and meaningful time with
Bill in Japan. It was truly relaxing
and enjoyable. I realized we were
comfortable expressing our thoughts
freely and honestly because we knew
they also openly expressed them-
selves. We were not afraid of having
different views or opinions and never
worried about judgment from them.

I felt we were in a relationship based
on trust. Those we met and talked to

were open and gave their full atten-
tion to us. Their sincerity and serious-
ness allowed us to have an intimate
conversation with them, bringing us
great joy. With a trusting relationship,
our differences do not have to disturb
our mutual understanding. We may
be surprised by those differences, but
at the same time, we respect them
because we can learn from them, and
they will make our world broader.
Our thoughts, ideas, experiences, and
backgrounds are naturally different.
If we see the commonality beyond

all differences, it would be a great
delight for us. It would also become

a profound joy when we experience
that encountering differences mo-
tivates us to aspire to listen to oth-
ers more diligently. Our differences
should not work to create division
but to connect us. This is the relation-
ship Jodo Shinshu reveals to us. It
shows us the world where we can
unite while respecting all differences.

&
&/ +i i

2023 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP (RIGGER ) $ 125 (New / Renewal )
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP (fENGERF &) $ 100 (New / Renewal )
SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP (R ) $ ( New / Renewal )

NAME: (£ 7i)

Husband/Wife: (k- Z£)

Children: (7-fit)

ADDRESS: ({3:777)

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE:
TELEPHONE #: (FE#6%5) ( )
sk Would you like to receive the "Gateway" and other announcements by E-Mail instead of mail?

*Please make your check payable to WEST COVINA HH BUDDHIST TEMPLE

P.O. Box 1616 West Covina, CA 91793
Telephone (626) 689-1040
www.livingdharma.org/wcbt.livingdharma@gmail.com
www.facebook.com /westcovinabuddhisttemple

Birth Month
Birth Month
Birth Month(s)

E-Mail:

(Yes/ No)
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