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NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

Yul Otani

Overseas District Abbot, Shinshii Otani-ha (Higashi Honganji)

To our fellow seekers in the
overseas districts, I send my warm-
est wish for a Happy New Year. I
would also like to express my deep-
est appreciation for the support you
continue to give to our propagation
efforts in the districts.

Upon reflection of what is hap-
pening throughout the world, we
continue to see the conflicts and
confrontations such as the con-
tinuance of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. Because of such tragedies,
so many precious lives have been
lost, and the people continue to live
in the midst of fear and sorrow. It is
heart-wrenching to see the suffering

of the people whom we cannot help.

However, we wish that peace and
tranquility will be restored every-

where as soon as possible.

At our mother temple in Kyoto,
the 850th Celebration of the Birth of
Shinran Shonin and the 800th Anni-

versary of the Establishment of Jodo
Shinsha will be held this Spring.

As you have heard, the theme
of the gathering is “Namu Amida
Butsu—To Discover the Meaning of
Being Born as Human Beings.” It em-
bodies our wish that each of us will
discover the preciousness of having
been born as human beings and find
true joy in living through encounter-
ing the teaching of the nenbutsu and
its spirit in the observance of this
Celebration.

The world today is faced with
unprecedented crises and dismal
moods of uncertainty. However, we
are at a point where it is even more
crucial for us to renew our apprecia-
tion of the preciousness of our lives

Please see ODA, con’t on page 6
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NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

Bishop Wataru Kigoshi

Chief Administrator, Shinshiiu Otani-ha (Higashi Honganji)

To everyone in our overseas
districts, I wish to extend my New
Year’s greetings for the year of 2023.
would also like to express my deep-
est appreciation for the support and
understanding you continue to give
to our Sangha.

As of now, the positive cases
of Covid-19 have been gradually
decreasing and most activities seem
to be returning to the pre-pandemic
level worldwide. I have also heard
that our members in the overseas dis-
tricts have started to gather together
again at your temples for Sunday
services. At the same time, though,
I heard that you are continuing to
take precautions against infections,
such as livestreaming services for
those who are vulnerable and also
continuing to wear masks. I am so
happy to hear the good news. Despite
the trend towards normal, we need
to continue to be careful because of

such incidents as the sudden increase
in the number of positive cases last
summer in Japan. I hope that all of
you overseas keep your guard up and
continue to take care of your health.
Although the outlook for the

future is still uncertain, we will be ob-
serving the 850th Celebration of the
Birth of Shinran Shonin and the 800th

Anniversary of the Establishment of
Jodo Shinsha this Spring. Our hope
is that this Celebration will become
an important opportunity for each of
us to think about what the establish-
ment of Jodo Shinshti means to us.
It is also the opportunity to listen to
the teaching of the nenbutsu even
more deeply. We are encouraged to
reflect upon how we are receiving the
Dharma in our daily lives and renew
our commitment to live our lives as
nenbutsu followers.

Today’s world continues to be in
a state of disorder. We are faced with
the unrelenting spread of Covid-19
and the conflicts among nations
around the world such as the ongo-
ing Russian invasion of Ukraine
where so many precious lives con-
tinue to be lost.

As Abbot Otani stated in his
pledge at last year’s Hoonko service,

Please see SOCHO, con’t on page 6

I wish the members and friends
of the West Covina Buddhist Temple
a Happy New Year. As we begin the
year 2023, Bill and I hope the New
Year will bring you and your family
joy and meaningful moments.

After three years, it is hard to
believe that we are still dealing with
COVID-19, the novel virus that has
caused a worldwide pandemic and
brought an unforeseen change in
our lives. As of this writing, we are
hearing of yet another increase of
COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations.
I hope you and your family members
are staying safe and healthy.

The year 2022 continued to be
another challenging year. Yet, with
our members’ dedication and posi-
tive spirit, the temple was able to
sustain its significant role as the place

Greetings From Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi

to listen to the teachings. The temple
re-opened in March, and currently, all
services are held in a hybrid format.
I am delighted to announce that we
had a successful Golf Tournament
and Kiku Crafts and Food Fair. We
are slowly moving steadily forward.
Some may wish to return to the
life we enjoyed pre-COVID, but there
is no need to go back into the “past.”
Reflecting on these past years with
COVID-19, they allowed us to reflect
on the many things we have taken for
granted. I am sure we all felt a pro-
found sense of gratitude that arose
within us. It has given us the strength
to move forward and make our lives
positive and meaningful. I witnessed
an eagerness to listen to the teach-
ings, which has been the foundation
of our Sangha members and has con-

tinuously grown, in spite of the many
inconveniences. Your enthusiasm
encouraged our temple to find a way
to share the teachings and lead us to
a fulfilling future.

In closing, I would like to take
this opportunity to express my sin-
cere gratitude to our Temple Presi-
dent, Mr. Johnny Martinez, members
of the Board of Directors, and all our
members for their generous support
and guidance. Their dedication, en-
thusiasm, and encouragement en-
abled me to fulfill my duties as a min-
ister. Many thanks to the members of
each Toban group. Since the temple
started the hybrid format for services
at the temple, they shouldered addi-
tional responsibilities for taking care
of Zoom. I would also like to thank

Please see MIYOSHI, con't on pg. 6
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Sunday Services

All Sunday Services are now hybrid
with both in-person and Zoom
participation. In-person participants
must submit proof of vaccination to
the Community Center or a negative
Covid-19 test 72 hours prior to
Service. A temperature check will
also be given when entering the
Social Hall. If you're not quite ready
for social contact just look for an
email from Rev. Miyoshi or Rev. Fred
inviting you to the services with the
Zoom meeting ID and password.
Which ever way you decide, please
join us because it’s always a pleasure
to see all of your familiar faces!

Discussion Class

The weekly discussion class will be
every Thursday at 10 am via Zoom.
There is a different topic of discussion
each week and a lively dialogue with
a growing number of participants.
Look for the email invitation with
meeting ID and password or contact
Rev. Miyoshi for the information.

Study Class

A virtual evening Study Class
is held every second and fourth
Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm
and we invite those who are unable
to attend the Thursday morning
Discussion Class to join us. The Study
Classes will focus on the history
and teaching of Jodo Shinshu. If you
are interested in purchasing “The
Teaching of Jodo Shinshu and the
History of the Honganji Community”
book which will be used as reference,
or to get an email invitation, please
contact Rev. Miyoshi.

New Year’s Day Service
A special hybrid service to
commemorate the New Year will be
held on Sunday, January 1, 2023, at
11:00 am. Rev. Miyoshi will prepare
a special New Year’s treat so please

let her know if you are planning to
attend in-person.

Eitaikyo & General Meeting

Eitaikyo will be held on Sunday,
January 22 at 10 a.m. followed by the
General Meeting.

Abento lunch will be provided by
presale so please order your Eitaikyo
bentos by contacting Lee Ezaki. Join
us for our yearly service and enjoy
the delicious bento to take home.

WCBT Seminar
WCBT will again have a virtual
seminar on February 11, 2023 with
Rev. Dr. Kenji Akahoshi, former
minister of San Diego Buddhist
Temple and now retired. For more
information, please see the flyer on

page 7.

Pet Memorial Service

A special hybrid service will be
held on February 26 at 10:00 a.m.
to remember our animal friends.
Everyone who has lost a pet is invited
to pay tribute to them on this special
day. We invite anyone who has lost a
pet recently to share pictures and/or
stories of them.

JANUARY BIRTHDAY

Tami Kitaura, Ty Tamo Le,
Tanya Kato, Casey Hansen,
Kevin Maekawa, Carol Oshima,
Kathy Oshima, Neil Kato, Cora
Ormseth, Matthew Ormseth,
Kristen Nakano, Hidemi Ena,
Jesse Sakaue, Aya Kamimura,
Aiko Yep, Don Frack, Maya
Hendrickson, Stephanie Whang,
Brian Yanase, Kelly Nakawatase,

GATEWAY Staff

Layout & Editing: Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi,
Hisako Koga, Claudia Haraguchi,
Richard Kagawa

Contributors: Claire Hansen, Tanya Kato,
Joanie Martinez, Phillip
Underwood

Circulation: Rev. Fred Brenion, Joy
Kitaura

West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission

Statement:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P. O. Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

E-Mail: webtlivingdharma@gmail.com

Andrew Kobayashi, Ron
Yamasaki, Gavin Shams, Matthew
Musselwhite, Ryan Musselwhite,
Maebyn Yoburn, Eddie Nakasone,

Lisa Nakasone, Mayson Godoy,
Angelina Wu, George Wu

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY
Sumiye Arnheim, Edith Ariza,
Yoshitaka Ena, Paul Konno, Jacob
Gutierrez, Michael Jitosho, Hisako
Koga, Luke Takeshi Shimomura,
Evan Okamura, Joanie Martinez,
Deanna Ormseth, Sophia Saucedo,
Jose Godoy, Kiyoko Nakakihara,
Matthew Woo, Glenn Tomita,
Ryan Shimomura, Dan Elmatari,
Judy Tawatari, Connie Hamachi,

Amanda Jean Underwood, Vicky
Miyashiro, Kara Miyashiro
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Greetings to our West Covina Sangha

DHARMA SCHOOL
Happy 2023!

On No-
vember 27 out
temple honored |
the children
who turned 3,
5, or 7 years old
during 2022. ,‘
TyTamole (3  tum
years old), Max
Yasuo Shimomura (7 years old), and
Jordan Kiyomi Jucksch (7 years old)
were recognized as part of this year’s
Shichi-Go-San. During the service a
short story called Zen Happiness by
Jon J. Muth was read. A quote from
the book is “What we do now is what
matters most.”

December 4 was our observance
of Bodhi Day—the day Siddhartha
was awakened. A short biography
of Prince Siddhartha called The Day
The Buddha Woke Up by Andrea
Mitchell was read to the children
and adults. The story followed Sid-
dhartha’s life from his birth to his
awakening under the Bodhi Tree.
The Dharma School staff hopes you
enjoyed both books!

According to Asian astrol-
ogy, 2023 is the year of the Rabbit.
People born in this year are said to
be calm, decisive, and trustworthy
friends. Do you have anyone in your
family who was born in the year of
the Rabbit? They may have been
born in 1939, 1951, 1963, 1975,
1987, 1999, or 2011. Why don’t you
ask your family members if they were
born in one of those years?

Have a wonderful “Hoppy” New
Year!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

Johnny Martinez, President
Dear Members and Friends,

Hello and Happy New Year to every-
one. This past year had its painful and
positive moments, leaving us with many
memories and lessons that we will carry
into the next year.

As the new year begins, we are given
the opportunity to start again. During the
past year some of our members have
suffered losses due to death or illnesses,
while others experienced new beginnings
with weddings or births. During the past
year the news has focused so much on
our differences and our being right, that
we have neglected to regard and respect
our common humanity. This is where the temple gives us opportunities to self-
reflect. None of us are perfect and we are all ongoing works of beings living in
the Dharma; we are accepted just the way we are.

Life continues to send us challenges and reminders of how ill-prepared we
truly are, whether it is a case of politics, viruses, earthquakes or tornadoes.

Yet even when these types of catastrophes occur, they bring out our best in
what Abraham Lincoln described as the better angels of our nature, or what

we call compassion. When | experience compassion, gratitude naturally fol-
lows, which encourages me to open up and help others. | am grateful for a
temple and sangha where | can find refuge, even in the darkest of days. A place
where respect, sympathy, warmth, laughter and support are freely given without
hesitation. | can listen to the Dharma as | continue to experience, learn, and
encounter meaning in my life. | am so grateful to all of you who have given me
the most precious of gifts, friendship and acceptance.

Thank you to Rev. Miyoshi and all of the sangha members who have been
supportive throughout the year. Please remain safe. | look forward with grati-
tude and anticipation for the New Year filled with opportunities.

With Gassho,
Johnny Martinez

Reiko Ikehara-Nelson, Treasurer
Happy Year of the Rabbit!

Wishing everyone an energetic and healthy New Year!
When we first returned to in person service, I didn’t realize how much I missed hear-
ing all our voices chanting Shoshinge. We were all out of practice but with time all the
voices eventually came together in thythm with each other. It was very moving to me —
though we are all different, during this moment we were all joined together as one.

I’d like to thank all the dedicated Sangha members and friends who continue to

Please see IKEHARA, con’t on pg. 6
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NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS FROM TOBAN LEADERS

Dr. Roy Takemura

Any stage or theatrical production requires an efficient
behind the scene team. This includes but not limited to back-
stage crews in charge of costume changes, backdrop and prop
changes to lighting and sound technicians.

Throughout 2022, Sunday services continued in a hybrid
format: in person attendance and via Zoom. In addition, the
traditional otoki (take home only) was provided after Ohigan,
Obon/Hatsubon and Hoonko services. Our Sunday services,
like a theatrical production, requires an efficient behind the
scene team, “Team Toban.” Each Sunday “Team Toban” pre-
pares the alter, aligns the chairs for sangha members in atten-
dance and setup for the Zoom presentation.

On behalf of the Toban chairs (Joy Kitaura/Hiroko Take-
moto - A; Lee Ezaki - B; Dick Koga - C) a sincere thank you to
all “Team Toban” members who assisted with all the behind the
scene tasks each Sunday. And, as we hop, hop, hop into 2023,
a very Happy and Healthy New Year to all our sangha mem-

bers, family and friends!

Toban A

(Jol¥ Kitaura/Hiroko
Takemoto)
(July-September)

Akune, Denise
Ariza, Edith
Fujimoto, Glen
Hamachi, Wesle
Kagawa, Richar
Kitaura, Joy
Maekawa, Raymond &
Nancy

Nakatani, Glenn & Jean
Nishihara, Lillian

Sato, Ken & Pat

Shirota, Barbara
Takahashi, Miyo
Takemoto, Takashi & Hi-
roko

Takemura, Roy & Judy
Takemura, Vicki
Teragawa, David & Cheryl
Underwood, Phillip
Yamasaki, Ron

& Connie
& Ruby

TOBAN LIST

Toban B (Lee Ezaki)
(January-March, October-
December)

Correa, Gilbert
Chen, Mei Ling
Earley, Jerry & Jane
Ezaki, Lee & Karen
Harrison, Michelle
Ikehara-Nelson, Reiko
Kato, Tanya
Kovacs, Yukiko
Mayeda, Haruko
Nakatani, Mark
Rodriguez, Oscar

*If you do not see your name here
and would like to join one of our
Tobans, please contact Rev. Miyoshi.

THANK YOU!

Tobans are responsible for providing obuppan/flowers and Zoom for all services
and a chairperson for major and Shotuki services

Toban C (Dick Koga)
(April-June)

Godoy, Jose & Lynette

Hansen, Claire

(I;I_araguchi, Richard & Clau-
ia

Kato, Ted

Koga, Dick & Hisako

Kovacs, Yukiko

Kowalski, Kurt

Martinez, Johnny & Joanie

Ogino, Leslie

Ormseth, Tor & Diana

Oshita, Mitsuru & Mitsu

Underwood, Steve & Denise

Wexler, Alan & Emi

Whang, Bruce

Yamashita, Kay
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ODA, con't from pg. 1
and our deep interconnectedness
with each other.

In the gatha, Shinshii Shiika, the
third verse begins with the phrase,
“Tust as there are no boundaries
between the oceans of the world.” As
stated in this gatha, I sincerely hope
that the Celebration will be an op-
portunity for all of us to listen to the
teaching of the nenbutsu that Shinran
Shonin clarified and appreciate the
meaning of having been born as hu-
man beings together with our fellow
seekers around the globe.

I have heard that each over-
seas district is planning their group
tours to participate in the Celebra-
tion. Since each of you are essential
in establishing and maintaining the
links of the Dharma, please consider
participating in the event with your
family and friends. I sincerely look
forward to seeing you all in person
again at our mother temple in Kyoto.

For those of you who will not be
able to attend the Celebration in per-
son, the services and Dharma talks
are planned to be livestreamed on the
internet. Therefore, it is our sincerest
hope that all of you will share this
event with your family and friends at
your temple or at your homes, so that
everyone can be a part of this histori-
cal occasion together with us.

In closing, I ask for your con-
tinued support as we begin the New
Year.

SOCHO, con't from pg. 2

we humans who are fundamentally
unenlightened find that it is impos-
sible for us to reflect upon our true
selves through our own capabilities.
We can receive insight into the truth
of our existence only through en-
countering the teaching of the nen-
butsu which is embodied in “Namu
Amida Butsu,” the Name of the Bud-
dha. Because we are living in such
an age of confusion, it is my deepest
wish that this teaching of truth be

shared with all people around the
world.

The main theme for the 2023 Cel-
ebration is “Namu Amida Butsu—To
Discover the Meaning of Being Born
as Human Beings.” I sincerely look
forward to the Celebration with a
hope that it will become a precious
opportunity for each of us to reflect
upon how we receive the spirit of
“Namu Amida Butsu” while contem-
plating this theme together with all
of our fellow seekers from around the
globe.

In conclusion, I ask for your
continued support as we begin the
New Year.

MIYOSHI, con’t from pg. 2

Rev. Frederick Brenion for leading a
discussion class once a month and
sending the temple events informa-
tion to our members via email.

Many welcoming and unwelcom-
ing things await us in the year 2023.
No matter what happens, I am confi-
dent the power of our Sangha which
will transform the difficult times into
worthwhile experiences, will give us
the inspiration to listen to the teach-
ings.

Gassho

IKEHARA, con’t from pg. 4

come together when needed to support the Temple.
This year we were able to hold the Golf Tourna-

ment, Kiku Craft Fair and a small and thoroughly

joyous Obon Odori. All your time and energy and

friendship are greatly appreciated.

I’m looking forward to “seeing” everyone.

Gassho
Reiko Ikehara-Nelson

b

—)

support. It’s that easy.
Happy shopping!

You shop. Amazon gives.
I ™™

The Temple has registered with the AmazonSmile donation
program. For those of you who shop online with Amazon, the
AmazonSmile foundation will donate 0.5% of your purchase price
to the Temple, at no cost to you. You just need to login to “smile.
amazon.com” which will connect you to the same Amazon web-
site you know. It will display the same products, same prices,
and same service. On your first visit select “‘West Covina Higashi
Honganji Buddhist Temple’ as the organization that you wish to

amazons mile
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Presents
The 2023 Online Seminar:

“Gratitude — The Shin Path of
Waking Up”

Lecturer: Rev. Dr. Kenji Akahoshi

Date: Saturday, February 11, 2023
Time: 1:00 - 3:00 pm (PST)

(No Registration Fee)
Pre-register by Google Form
(https:/forms.gle/QiBBpgzvha2PiTWD9) to
be added to the Zoom meeting invitation
for the seminar.

More Info: revnobuko@gmail.com (Rev. Miyoshi) or
pishsato@gmail.com (Pat Sato)

@ About the Seminar
Shin Buddhism has been in America for over 120
years. Yet, compared with other sects of Buddhism in
America, we have not attracted many from outside the

Nikkei community. We will examine some causes of this,
such as the difficulty of relating traditional words to our PI‘Og ram: 1:00 - 3:00 pm
contemporary lives. We will also present a practice of
dNaelg bglll“itstlljtude that can lead to a deep appreciation of the 1:00_ 1 . 10 WC]COIIIC /In tro
1:10-2:10 Lecture

2 zlibout the l;eciurer e dentist in San Jose (UCSF D 2:10-2:20 Break
taj"”s“;fl‘;gf)‘fa ¢ prachice dentistin San Jose e 2:20-2:55 Q&A/Discussion
San Jose Buddhist Church Betsuin — Board President for 2:55-3:00 ClOSing
2 years.

Santa Clara Co. Juvenile Hall — Buddhist Chaplain for 7 years.

Shin Buddhist Retreats — originated and conducted annually in California, Washington, and Hawaii since 1998.
MATP, master’s degree from Institute of Transpersonal Psychology in Palo Alto, CA.

MBS, Master of Buddhist Study from Institute of Buddhist Studies of Berkeley, CA.

Resident minister of the Buddhist Temple of San Diego for 8 years. Recently retired.

Currently teaching classes for minister’s assistants for BCA & Hawaii Kyodan.

Dharma Forward Campaign: heading the Minister’s Support Pillar.

Developing programs for BCA Propagation & Membership Committee for temples to attract new members.

*If you wish to make a donation, The Living Dharma website now has a link
(https://livingdharma.org/index.php/donations/) for donations and membership dues. You can use PayPal, credit and debit
cards to make donations to the temple with a few simple clicks. Checks are still and always accepted as well for the
traditionalist. Please make your check payable to WEST COVINA HH BUDDHIST TEMPLE, and mail to PO. Box 1616
West Covina, CA 91793. We truly appreciate your generous support.
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Online Donations
The Living Dharma

website now has a link
(https:/ /livingdharma.
org/index.php/
donations/) for donations
and membership dues.
You can use PayPal, credit
and debit cards to make
donations to the temple
with a few simple clicks.
Checks are still and always
accepted as well for the
traditionalist.
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New Year’s Greetings
from the Gateway Staff

The WCBT Gateway staff wishes to extend our deepest gratitude to
the Sangha for their support during the past year.

Itis our hope that together we will continue to listen to and share
the teachings of the Nenbutsu with all our readers and fellow sangha

members through our newsletter.

Rev. Murakami from Nishi Betsuin
spoke at our Ho-on-ko Service
on November 20, 2022.

Quote of the Month
In the New Year,
never forget to
thank to your past years
because they enabled you
to reach today!
Without the stairs
of the past,
you cannot arrive
at the future!”

-Mehmet Murat ildan
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- - Vol.LVIII No.1

January
1 11:00 am New Year's Day Service (hybrid)
5 10:00 am Howakai Japanese Service
5 10:00 am Discussion Class (online)
8 10:00 am Shotsuki Service (hybrid)
10 7:00 pm Board Meeting (online)
12 10:00 am Discussion Class (online)
15 10:00 am Sunday Service (hybrid)
19 10:00 am Discussion Class (online)
22 10:00 am Eitaikyo Service/General Meeting
(hybrid)
24 6:00 pm Study Class (online)
26 10:00 am Discussion Class (online)
29 10:00 am Sunday Service (hybrid)
February
2 10:00 am Howakai Japanese Service
2 10:00 am Discussion Class (online)
5 10:00 am Sunday Service (hybrid)
7 17:00 pm Board Meeting (online)
9 10:00 am Discussion Class (online)
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