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WCBT members were excited to participate in the Bon Odori after a two year absence.
Everyone was thrilled to see each other again on a hot June afternoon.

OBON 2022

Bruce Whang
WCBT Obon Chair

June 25, Obon 2022! What a wonderful day. I feel it was one of the most successful and fulfilling events that we
have had in a long time. Not in the monetary sense, but in the sense of satisfaction of seeing friends that we haven’t
seen in person for a long time. This year’s Obon seems to have embodied what the true meaning Obon is, a festival
to celebrate and remember our loved ones that are not physically with us. The service began with the ringing of the
bell. Then the service, with an inspiring Dharma message, followed by a candle offering for those loved ones that
have passed during the year. The social hall was cleaned up quickly, thanks to the helping hands of the members
and their families. Then the dancing began with only minor technical difficulties. The smiling faces and un-
equalled enthusiasm was a sight to see! Following the dancing, a delicious otoki was provided. Thank you Lilian
for arranging the tasty meal. The members and families enjoyed each others’ company and talked of past events. A
quick clean-up, aided by the attendees, and this year’s Obon had reached it’s delightful conclusion. Afterwards, I
was reflecting on the days activities, and it came to me that it was a very satisfying day. Like the Obon scene from
Karate Kid in Okinawa, the days festivities were centered around the Bon Odori. There were no distractions. There
were no exhibitions, no bingo, no games or raffles, just the Manto-e service, dancing, and good food with family
and friends. The level of participation and excitement was truly enlightening to the meaning of Obon.
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“Does Everyon Become Buddha?”
Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi

DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

Happy Summer to All!

Five graduates were honored during
the Father’s Day service. They are Ollie
Reynolds-Hale from kindergarten, Lexie
Shams from elementary school, Gavin
Shams from middle school, Bryan
Yanase from high school, and Sophia
Saucedo from Cal State Fullerton. They
each received a card and gift from our
temple. Congratulations Graduates!

Here is another Aesop’s Fable for
our youngsters:

“The Boys and the Frogs”

Some boys were throwing stones
in a pond where frogs lived. The boys
were having fun while scaring the poor
frogs.

Finally one brave frog lifted its head
out of the water and said, “Please
boys, you may be having fun, but the
stones you are throwing thoughtlessly
are frightening and hurting me and my
family!”

Aesop’s Lesson:
Always stop to think whether your fun
might cause another’s unhappiness.

Buddhism teaches us that we are
all connected to one another and our
whole environment. It is important
that we are mindful of this truth. This
is called interconnectedness.

Enjoy your summer vacation!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

This year, West Covina Buddhist
Temple respectfully conducted its
Manto-e Service on Saturday, June 25%.
With a little over fifty members, the
service was held in the Social Hall with
both in-person and online, followed by
Bon Odori in the parking lot. After a
two-year hiatus, we were able to enjoy
familiar dances, such as Tanko Bushi
and Shiawase Samba. It was also an
excellent opportunity for our members
to get together in person. Although it
was a hot day, we all had a relaxing and
delightful time. I would like to express
my appreciation to Mr. Bruce Whang,
the Obon Chair, for organizing this
year’s Obon events and to members
of Toban B who worked hard to set up
and clean up.

As many of you remember, Betsuin
and WCBT hold a Manto-e Service
during their Obon Festivals every year.
Manto-e Service allows us to honor
and express our gratitude to our loved
ones. “Manto-e” literally means “a
gathering of ten thousand lanterns.” It
embodies the truth of our existence,
acknowledging that we all live in a
world of interconnectedness.

The service begins with a candle
offering, and anyone who lost a loved
one since the last Obon may participate
in the service. Yet, some people are
not sure if they are allowed to offer a
candle in the service, and they often
ask me, “Neither my loved one nor
myself are Buddhist. Can I still join the
service?” Another question I receive,
especially from non-Buddhists, is,
“What does it mean our loved ones are
Buddha. Does anyone become Bud-
dha?” In my short message during the
service, they are surprised to hear that
we respect our loved ones as Buddhas.

“Can I join the Manto-e service
even though our loved one was not
Buddhist?” and “Does anyone become
Buddha?”—these questions are crucial

to consider “Who is Buddha?” or “What
is Buddha?”

Many people may imagine Buddha
as one who attains enlightenment as
aresult of his/her long and rigorous
Buddhist practices. According to this
image, our self-efforts, devotion, and
individual capability should determine
whether we can become Buddha or
not. Needless to say, not everyone can
renounce their family and worldly life
to dedicate themselves entirely to Bud-
dhist practices. This being the case, the
path to becoming a Buddha is not open
to everyone, therefore, the answer to
the question, “Can anyone become
Buddha?” is “No.”

On the other hand, when we re-
gard Buddhas as ones who urge us to
awaken to the teaching, we come to re-
alize that our loved ones are definitely
Buddhas for us.

Facing the passing of our loved
ones, we receive an opportunity to
reflect upon the entire life of our loved
ones. This is also the opportunity to
reflect upon our own lives. How they
lived their lives becomes a profound
message and illuminates our lives.

We admit that their lives were not
always easy and happy. Their lives
were often beyond their control, and
they faced many hardships. Yet, we
see the strength that enables them to
accept good and challenging things in
their lives. They saw their lives as is
and firmly settled down to the ground
and simply did what they had to. They
show a great example of how we
should live our lives. In contrast, many
of us believe it is an inconvenience, dis-
comfort, and unwilling incidents that
prevent us from being happy. We want
to control our lives because we tend

to think that our lives should be filled
with only good things. We do not real-
ize that such an idea about our lives is

Please see BUDDHA, con't on pg. 6
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Sunday Services

All Sunday Services are now
hybrid with both in-person and
Zoom participation. In-person
participants must submit proof
of vaccination to the Community
Center or a negative Covid-19
test 72 hours prior to Service. A
temperature check will also be

given when entering the Social Hall.

If you're not quite ready for social
contact just look for an email from
Rev. Miyoshi or Rev. Fred inviting
you to the services with the Zoom
meeting ID and password. Which
ever way you decide, please join us
because it’s always a pleasure to see
all of your familiar faces!

Discussion Class

The weekly discussion class
will be every Thursday at 10 am via
Zoom. There is a different topic of
discussion each week and a lively
dialogue with a growing number
of participants. Look for the email
invitation with meeting ID and
password or contact Rev. Miyoshi
for the information.

Study Class

A virtual evening Study Class
is held every second and fourth
Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm
and we invite those who are unable
to attend the morning Discussion
Class to join us. The Study Classes
will focus on the history and
teaching of Jodo Shinshu and
will be held on July12 and 26. If
you are interested in purchasing
“The Teaching of Jodo Shinshu
and the History of the Honganji
Community” book which will
be used as reference, or to get an
email invitation, please contact Rew.
Miyoshi.

Obon/Hatsubon Service

A Obon/Hatsubon Service will
be held on Sunday, July 17 at 4:00
pm in-person and via Zoom. Please
join us as we welcome our special
guest speaker Rev. Kensho Goto
from the North American District
office. We look forward to listening
to Rev. Goto’s Obon message.

August Schedule

WCBT will be taking a summer
break this August and there will be
no Sunday Services on August 14,
21 and 28. All Thursday morning
Discussions Classes as well as the
bi-weekly Tuesday evening Study
Classes will be taking August off.
Enjoy your summer holiday break!

Online Donations
The Living Dharma

website now has a link
https:/ /livingdharma.org/
index.php/donations/ for
donations. You can use
PayPal, credit or debit cards
to make donations to the
temple with a few simple
clicks. Checks are still and
always accepted as well for
the traditionalist.

AUGUST BIRTHDAY
Barbara Shirota, Bob Kirk,
Brittany Kato, Wesley Hamachi,
Derek Hamachi, K.C. Koga, Mark
Mayeda, Brian Iwama, Aaron
Aoki, Rick Fujimoto, Sachi Ezaki,
James deleon, Rene Kuwahara,
Sharon Kuwahara, Chico Masai,
Vickie Takemura, Joy Ormseth,
Gregory Williams, Bill Dubble,
Karleigh Nakata, Hideko Ikehara,
Kylie Noguchi, Garrett Godoy,

Rev. Frederic Brenion

S
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Layout & Editing: Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi,
Hisako Koga, Claudia Haraguchi,
Richard Kagawa

Contributors: Claire Hansen, Michael
Jitosho, Joanie Martinez, Phillip
Underwood

Circulation: Rev. Fred Brenion, Joy
Kitaura

West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission

Statement:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P.O.Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

E-Mail: webtlivingdharma@gmail.com

Happy Birthday b ;,E
g w%%%g\%

JULY BIRTHDAY
Sally Ariza, Mikio Earley, Jamie
Nakatani, Sylvia Ena, Jaylene

Gutierrez, Kevin Hata, Lauren
Koga, Russell Martinez, Merrick
Martinez, Laura Miyake, Margaret
Takemoto, Ryoko Kodama,
Richard Haraguchi, Eljjah Godoy,
Craig Taguchi, Corey Taguchi, Pat
Sato, Garrett Kawaguchi, Tyler
Kobayashi, Steven Kuwahara,
Marcus Nishihara, Lillian
Nishihara, Kurt Kowalski, Jamie
Teragawa, Jonathan Hoey, Jeffrey
Akune, Anthony Gutierrez, Sam
Kozono, Susie Kozono, Emi

Haraguchi Calvo
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25th Silver Anniversary Golf Classic A Record Breaking Success

As the early morning June gloom cleared, a record 127 golfers were in their golf carts anticipating the start of WCBT’s 25th
Silver Anniversary Golf Classic. It was held at Hacienda Golf Club in La Habra Heights on Monday, June 26.

Prior to the start of the tournament, participants had the opportunity to test their putting skills in a 3 hole contest. The
tournament was a team format but included individual contest holes, such as closest to the pin, hole in one with a $10,000 cash
award, longest drive and straightest drive.

Last year due to the COVID pandemic restrictions, the awards and raffle were presented via ZOOM. With the lifting of the
restrictions, an in person award banquet was possible.

Tournament results:
Ist place team - Erick Liscio, Monica Poomchareon, Eric Bunge, Kyle Haas (upper right picture) 2nd place team - Cheryl
Teragawa, Maki Schultz, Trevor Schultz, Aki Kamimura
3rd place team - George Sugimoto, Lisa Sugimoto, Don Nose, Jeff Won
4th place team - Doug Aihara, Rick Katsuki, Craig Osugi, Russell Nishida
Consultation (2nd highest score) - Lillian Nishihara, Kathy Taguchi, Eunice Morita, Lu Tambara On course contests:

Straightest Drive Men — Fumio Tanabe Women — Dee Ishida

Longest Drive Men — Stacy Wells Women — Monica Poomchareon
Closest to the Pin #4 Men — Don Nose Women — Monica Poomchareon
Closest to the Pin #12 Men — Don Nose Women — Chris Hankawa
Closest to the Pin #16 Men — Bill Gorman Women — Chris Hankawa

Congratulations to all the winners!

On behalf of the golf committee, a huge thank you to the volunteers assisting on tournament day.

Player registration volunteers were Richard and Ruby Kagawa, Hisako Koga, Reiko Nelson-Ikehara, Tanya Kato, Phil
Underwood and Bruce Whang. At the putting contest were Haruko Mayeda and Steve Underwood. On course volunteers
(stayed throughout the tournament) were Richard & Claudia Haraguchi, Tanya Kato, Rev. Miyoshi, Denise Underwood and
Judy Takemura.

Thank you to the many members of the sangha for your donations of snacks for the player’s “swag” bags and/or raffle
prizes.

Last but definitely not least, to all our tee sponsors for their generous monetary contributions, thank you very much.

The 25th Silver Anniversary Golf Classic committee included Roy Takemura (Chair), Barbara Shirota, Yukiko Kovacs,
Lillian Nishihara, Denise & Steve Underwood, Judy Takemura and Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi
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BUDDHA, con't from pg. 2

actually a delusion, and real life never
works as we expected. We struggle
and suffer when facing reality because
we firmly attach to the delusional im-
age of our ideal lives, and we cannot
accept hardships as a part of our lives.

Profoundly reflecting on our loved
ones and their lives, our perspectives
on our lives are transformed, and we
come to realize that all the things that
happen in our lives are indispensable.
It is the moment when we are finally
liberated from our attachment to our
delusional ideas about our lives. And
we find the strength within us to ac-
cept our lives no matter what happens.
[tis the same strength activated in our
loved ones’ lives. This realization will
lead us to true happiness. Through our
loved ones, we encounter the teaching
and capture a glimpse of reality. This
is the reason why we respect our loved
ones as Buddhas.

Therefore, it does not matter
whether the person went through
Buddhist practices or not. Anyone,
even if the person was not Buddhist or
a young child, can be a Buddha when
we receive profound wishes regarding
how we live our lives.

Buddhism constantly reminds us
that we are able to receive the teach-
ing from anyone and anything. Your
family, friends, and happy moments
can be an opportunity to encounter the
teachings. At the same time, the harsh-
est experiences, frustrated concerns,
and even your opponent can be great
teachers that lead us to awaken to the
truth. Therefore, in Buddhism, “Bud-
dha is also called ‘hell, ‘hungry ghost,
‘beast, ‘human being, and ‘deva.”

At the end of his eighty-year life,
Sékyamuni Buddha said, “What a beau-
tiful place this world is! How sweet
our life is!” He was the one who awak-
ened to the preciousness of all people
and all things and showed his sincere
respect to them. What he said also
indicates that our lives are filled with
Buddhas who encourage us to awaken

to the truth and liberate us from suffer-
ing created by our own self-delusion.
When we experience the teaching, our
eyes open, and we are aware that our
world is beautiful and life is sweet.
Sakyamuni Buddha’s encouragement is

BB ZENTERE LD
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PTELDTL L) ZIUILTHD
NEDHBAHPEICH R LD DE R
5. ZDH—HTT, ZL T 2DHE
handed down to us through our loved VODRRE DTS 2T i &2 R
ones. HIEAE LT B2 L TR
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amazonsiile
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~ You shop. Amazon gives.

The Temple has registered with the AmazonSmile donation
program. For those of you who shop online with Amazon, the
AmazonSmile foundation will donate 0.5% of your purchase price
to the Temple, at no cost to you. You just need to login to “smile.
amazon.com” which will connect you to the same Amazon web-
site you know. It will display the same products, same prices,
and same service. On your first visit select ‘West Covina Higashi
Honganji Buddhist Temple’ as the organization that you wish to
support. It’s that easy.

Happy shopping!
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WEST COVINA

Higashi Honganji

BUDDHIST TEMPLE

July 7, 2022
Dear Members and Friends,

The West Covina Buddhist Temple and its Board of Directors cordially invites you to attend the Obon
and Hatsubon Service which will be held on Sunday afternoon, July 17, 2022 with both in-perspn and
Zoom. This is a combined memorial service not only for those members who specifically have lost a
loved one in the previous 12 months (Hatsubon means "first Obon service"), but also a universal memorial
service for all our loved ones who have passed on.

The schedule for the service is as follows:

Date: Sunday, July 17, 2022
Time: 4:00 PM
Dharma Message: Rev. Kensho Goto (English)

Higashi Honganji North America District

Following are the Meeting ID and Passcode for joining the service via Zoom.

Meeting ID: 852 1097 2415
Passcode: 882996

We regreat to inform you that there is no Otoki this year.

The Obon Service is held to remember our ancestors and to celebrate our life and is one of the
most important observances of the year. Please join and gather again this year to resolve to deepen our

understanding of Buddhism.

Gassho,
Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi, Minister
Mr. John Martinez, President of the Board of Directors
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