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WCBT celebmted Buddha’s birthday in April. Members who attended in person poured sweet teu over the buby Buddha
who stood under a beautifully decorated Hanamido. Claire Hansen read a picture book on the birth of the baby Buddha and
Hisako Koga shared adorable Hanamatsuri cookies with all who attended in person.

Dear Sangha:

We are pleased to announce on Saturday, June 25, 2022, West Covina Buddhist Temple will be
hosting a Hybrid Manto-e Service and an In-Person Obon For WCBT members. The Obon dancing will be
in-person only.

Our schedule of events are as follows:

4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. - Manto-e Service both virtual and in-person

5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. - Bon Odori (Suggested - Bon Odori Uta, Shiawase Samba, 1+1, Hanabi
Ondo, Tanko Bushi, Gassho Ondo, and Haru Ranman)

6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. — Complimentary Otoki will be provided by WCBT

Your reservation to attend this year’s modified Obon is required, along with proof of Covid-19 vac-
cination or a negative Covid-19 test 24 hours prior to entry. Masks will be required in the Social Hall to at-
tend the in-person Manto-e Service and optional during Bon Odori that will take place in the parking lot.
Complimentary Otoki will be served in the courtyard after dancing. We ask that each member provide us
with the number of attendees who plan to join us for dancing and otoki no later than May 31, 2022.

If you are planning to attend, please email Bruce Whang: brucewhang63@gmail.com or Rev. Miyo-
shi at WCBT: wcbt.livingdharma@gmail.com and provide the number of dancers as well as the number of
members who will be staying for otoki after the dance.

With Gasho,
Bruce Whang, Obon Chairman
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

It’s hard to believe that it’s almost
summer! Good news: we’ve started
to have hybrid services! The Dharma
School staft will continue to periodi-
cally send lessons for your youngsters.

Our temple will observe Mother’s
Day, Tanjo-e (Shinran Shonin’s birth-
day), and Hatsumairi in May. Tanjo-e
and Hatsumairi will be celebrated on
Sunday, May 15.

In June, we will be honoring Fa-
thers and graduates of 2022. Both will
be held on June 19, Father’s Day. If
your family has a graduate, please let
Sensei know his/her name, the school
from which he/she will graduate, and
his/her address. We will recognize
graduates from preschool through
graduate school. In addition, a gift will
be sent to their homes. Notification of
the schedule and times of Obon festivi-
ties and services are coming soon.

Here is a tribute to our fathers,
grandfathers, and great-grand fathers:

What Is A Dad?
A dad is someone who
wants to catch you before you fall
but instead picks you up,

brushes you off, and let’s you try again.

A dad is someone who
wants to keep you from
making mistakes
but instead let’s you find your way,
even though his heart breaks in silence
when you get hurt.

A dad is someone who

holds you when you cry,
scolds you when you break the rules,
shines with pride when you succeed,

and has faith in you even when you fail.

Anonymous

Happy Father’s Day!
Happy Mother’s Day!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

Dharma Seeds Report #4:

Life of Shinran
Lee Ezaki

On April 23", 2022, I attended my fourth Dharma Seeds retreat online. The theme
was: The Life of Our Spiritual Forebear Shinran Shonin presented by Reverend To-
moyuki Hasegawa. In this article I will try to highlight the key points of his presenta-
tion.

Who is Shinran Shonin?

He is our spiritual leader. Shinran’s life story is based on...

1. Shinran’s biography written by Kakunyo (1271-1351) Shinran’s great-
grandson.

2. A collection of letters written by Eshin-ni (1182-1268) the wife of Shinran.

3. Shinran’s own writings

Shinran spent his early life in the midst of great political turmoil in politics and so-
ciety. There were many natural disasters resulting in many deaths in Japan. However,
Shinran received ordination at the age of nine.

He studied Buddhism on Mount Hiei for 20 years but could not find the true es-
sence of Mahayana spirit and a path to Buddhahood so he abandoned Mt. Hiei. Then at
a hundred-day retreat at Chohoji, he had a dream vision on the 95" day. Guided by his
dream”s vision , he decided to visit Honen Shonen. This was a life changing event for
him. He became a disciple of Honen’s and studied the nembutsu under him for 6 years.
Because of his close association to Honen, the Imperial Court clamped down on Ho-
nen’s group in 1207. Four disciples were sentenced to death and a few others, includ-
ing Honen and Shinran were exiled to remote areas. Shinran was banished to Echigo
province, where he spent several years with his wife and children until his early 40s.
During the life in banishment in Echigo, his teacher Honen (1133-1212) passed away.

Later the government pardoned Shinran and other Honen followers. After his
banishment, Shinran and his family moved to the Kanto area (present-day Tokyo area).
Shinran and his family lived in the Kanto area for about 20 years. During his stay he
developed a community of followers in the surrounding area. He also started writing
his major work Kyogyoshinsho. Around the age of 60, Shinran returned to Kyoto his
birthplace. While living in Kyoto, Shinran wrote many writings and continued revising
the Kyogyoshinsho.

Shinran was not immune from conflict. After Shinran left Kanto, differences in the
understanding of the teaching caused conflicts among the followers’ communities in
Kanto. Shinran sent letters to them to ease the conflicts. Later Shinran sent his oldest
son Zenran to Kanto hoping to settle the conflicts in the sangha.However, Zenran ag-
gravated the situation. Shinran had no choice but to disown Zenran.

Shinran’a youngest daughter Kakushin-ni was looking after him during the final
stage of his life. He passed away on January 15, 1263.

During his banishment in Echigo his wife Eshin-ni accompanied him and also
endured harsh conditions. During this time Shinran said “I am now neither a monk nor
one in worldly life. For this reason, I have taken the term Toku [“stubble-haired”] as
my name.” CWS, vol. 1, p. 524-25. The term stubble hair means unfinished, unaccom-
plished, half-way through, etc. Shinran’s message was through causes and conditions I
am in the position [ am as a sentient being.

In a place called Sanuki, Eshin-ni had a dream vision: Two Buddhist figures ap-

Please see SHINRAN, con't on pg. 4
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Sunday Services

We have reached the next phase
of our new normal and all Sunday
Services are now hybrid with both
in-person and Zoom participation.
In-person participants must
submit proof of vaccination to the
Community Center or a negative
Covid-19 test 72 hours prior to
Service. A temperature check will
also be given when entering the
Social Hall. If you're not quite ready
for social contact just look for an
email from Rev. Miyoshi or Rev. Fred
inviting you to the services with the
Zoom meeting ID and password.
Which ever way you decide, please
join us because it’s always a pleasure
to see all of your familiar faces!

Discussion Class

The weekly discussion class will be
every Thursday at 10am via Zoom.
There is a different topic of discussion
each week and a lively dialogue with
a growing number of participants.
Look for the email invitation with
meeting ID and password or contact
Rev. Miyoshi for the information.

Study Class

An evening Study Class is held
every second and fourth Tuesday of
each month at 6:00 pm and we invite
those who are unable to attend the
morning Discussion Class to join us.
The Study Classes will focus on the
history and teaching of Jodo Shinshu
and will be held on May 10 & 24. If
you are interested in purchasing “The
Teaching of Jodo Shinshu and the
History of the Honganji Community”
book which will be used as reference,
please contact Rev. Miyoshi.

Tanjo-e & Hatsumairi

The Tanjo-e and Hatsumairi (new
baby) Service will be held on May 15
at 10:00 am via Zoom. There will be
a special ceremony to acknowledge
new additions to our Sangha. Please
contact Rev. Miyoshi if you or your
family member has had a new baby

in the last year.

WCBT 25th Annual Golf Classic

WCBT will hold its 25th Annual
Golf Classic on Monday, June 6,
at the Hacienda Golf Club in La
Habra Heights. Entry forms and
sponsorship forms have been mailed
to Temple members. If you'd like to
donate snacks (no chocolate) for the
golfers’ goodie bags you can drop
them off at Sunday Service on May
22 or 29, or leave at the Center with
a note designating it for WCBT Golf.
If you are able to help on the day
of the golf tournament or have any
questions, please call Roy Takemura
at (909) 973-2580.

For more details see the flyer on

page 4.

Dads & Grads Family Service

A Father’s Day & Graduation
Family online service will be held on
June 19, at 10:00 am. All graduates
will be honored so please contact Rev.
Miyoshi (revnobuko@gmail.com)
with the names of graduates in your
family. Join us for this special event.

Obon 2022!

We're excited to announce a
modified Obon will return on
Saturday, June 25. After a two year
hiatus, and in a slightly different
format, we can once more get
together and commemorate, celebrate
and dance again in a smaller
gathering with our Sangha members.
There will be a hybrid Manto-e
Service followed by in-person
obon dancing and otoki for WCBT
members only. Please see page 1 for
all the details.

MAY BIRTHDAY

Dina Mayeda, Stacey Miyashiro,
Teri Ezaki, Takashi Ena, Say Masai,
Ted Hamachi, Evan Hamachi, Kay
Sakaue, Garrett Hamachi, Kaylin
Kanemaru, Claudia Haraguchi,
Sara Kawai, Chimako Matsukiyo,
Susan Mita, Russell Hombo, Derek

GATEWAY Staff

Layout & Editing: Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi,
Hisako Koga, Claudia Haraguchi,
Richard Kagawa

Contributors: Claire Hansen, Michael
Jitosho, Joanie Martinez, Phillip
Underwood

Circulation: Rev. Fred Brenion, Joy
Kitaura

West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission

Statement:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P.O.Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

E-Mail: webtlivingdharma@gmail.com

Nakawatase, Cheryl Teragawa, Celina
Meites, Ryden Harrison Meites, Ruby
Kagawa, Jakob Yoshio Jucksch,
Richard Hiroshima, Blake Kimio Le,
Judy Takemura, Oliver Wu, Rev.
Nobuko Miyoshi, Rev. Bill Briones,
Shinran Shonin

JUNE BIRTHDAY

Laurie Hansen, Kiyoshi Earley,
Joshua Gutierrez, Lynne Chiao,
Gilbert Correa, Spencer Correa,
Kay Yamashita, Ray Maekawa, Sam
Meites, Mia Lynn Meites, Justin
Toshiro Ezaki, Kiyoshi Earley, Jerry
Earley, Nicholas Ishibashi Jung,
Noah Kowalski, Terri Shams, Tor
Ormseth, Craig Yanase, Richard
Nakawatase, Andrew Jung, Tkuo
Matsukiyo, Linda Chen, Mitchell
Kozono, Mark Masai, Sumie
Kinoshita, Toshio Tawatari, Allan
Wexler, Xavier Godoy, Sadako
Sogioka, Jeanne Kawawata, Kalia
Hendrickson, Robert Di Santo
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Help Make Our Silver Golf Classic a Success

“Fore Right, Fore left” are shoutouts that hopefully will not be heard at the 25" Golf Classic. The Classic
will be held on Monday, June 6™, at Hacienda Golf Club in La Habra Heights. The committee is working
hard to make the event a success, which may be our only fundraiser for the year.

The committee is asking for your support with donations of snacks that we will include in the player’s
“swag” bag. Please do not include any chocolate snacks. They tend to become a gooey mess from the sun’s
heat! Also, prizes for the raffle are welcomed. Gift cards for restaurants or stores and golf balls make excel-
lent raffle prizes. Please deliver your donated items to either temple services on May 22 or 29,
or leave at the Center with a note designating it for WCBT Golf.

Thank you for your continued support and generous donations.

©

SHINRAN, con't from pg. 2
peared in the dream—One is an image

with radiant light (Bodhisattva Seishi)
and the other image had a distinct face of
a Buddha figure (Bodhisattva Kannon).
Someone appeared in the dream and
told her that the figure with light was the
embodiment of Honen and the other was
(none other than) Zenshin (Shinran). She
did not mention this dream to Shinran
because local belief said if this was men-
tioned, it would be lost. This dream of
seeing her husband as a potential Buddha
caused Eshin-ni to really respect Shinran.
Shinran was reported to have many
spiritual dream visions during his life-
time. For this report, I will only report
on his fourth and last Dream Vision at
the age of 85. Shinran himself wrote
in one of the collections of wasan:

“In 1257, on the night of the ninth day of
the second month, during the hour of the
tiger, I was told in a dream:

Entrust yourself to Amida’s Primal Vow.
Through the benefit of being grasped,
never to be abandoned,

All who entrust themselves to the Primal
Vow

Attain the supreme enlightment.”

In one of his final letters, Shinran
wrote: “The true essence of the Pure
Land way is the consummation of the
Mahayana Buddhism...”

Online Donations
The Living Dharma website now has a link (https://
livingdharma.org/index.php /donations/ ) for donations and
membership dues. You can use PayPal, credit, or debit
cards to make donations to the temple with a few simple
clicks. Checks are still and always accepted as well for
the traditionalist.

. S—

amazonsi

===""""You shop. Amazon gives.
e e aa . T

The Temple has registered with the AmazonSmile donation
program. For those of you who shop online with Amazon, the
AmazonSmile foundation will donate 0.5% of your purchase price
to the Temple, at no cost to you. You just need to login to “smile.
amazon.com” which will connect you to the same Amazon web-
site you know. It will display the same products, same prices,
and same service. On your first visit select “West Covina Higashi
Honganji Buddhist Temple’ as the organization that you wish to
support. It’s that easy.

Happy shopping!
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May 5, 2022

Please Continue to Support!
Dear WCBT Sangha Members,

We hope this letter finds you and your family in good health during the ever-
changing circumstances of the pandemic. Thank you to all who have previously
supported the temple through your generous donations and unwavering support, without
which our temple would be an empty shell or distant memory. Many members like
myself have found refuge and a home, benefitting from the work and sacrifice of
previous dedicated sangha members. As we approach Obon season, we still find
ourselves unable to fully host an Obon Festival as we have in the past. Once again, this
means we will not have this major fundraising event. We have also decided not to ask
members to sell the usual Obon raffle tickets. Instead, we ask you to generously donate
to the temple. The Obon committee has decided that we will have a Manto-e hybrid
service this year. The service will be held on Saturday, June 25, at 4:00 pm. The
meeting ID and Passcode to join the service virtually are as follows;

Meeting ID: 873 9770 2508
Passcode: 763847

In addition, in the spirit of Obon, we will have our own smaller in-house celebration
with some traditional Obon dancing, as well as the sharing of a meal outdoors for our
Sangha members. Bon Odori will begin at 5:00 pm followed by otoki at 6:30 pm.

WCBT is adjusting and beginning to resume a modified activity schedule with our
hybrid services, along with this year’s Obon celebration for our members. Fortunately,
our golf tournament fundraiser will still be held in June. We hope this will lead to more
activities down the road. Although we are still requesting continued donations, we realize
some households are still recovering from the effect of the pandemic. Please take
advantage of the services and fellowship found in being part of a temple no matter where
you are. The gates of Dharma are boundless and open to all. Please join us and enrich our
lives with your presence, not just your donations.

Please continue to stay safe and take care.

With Gassho,
Johnny Martinez
WCBT Board President

*Donations can be made to WCHHBT, P.O. Box 1616, West Covina, California 91793.
Online donations can be made through this link on our temple website:
https://livingdharma.org/index.php/donations/
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Center’s Cleanup Day.

Gil Correa
Johnny Martinez
Roy Takemura

Thank you for your volunteer work on the

Tanya Kato
Mark Nakatani
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