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AWAKEN

To our interconnectedness

To the impermanence of
all things

To the notion that our
thoughts, words and
deeds have a real effect on
those around us

WCBT had another one of its insightful seminars, this time with speaker Josh Hernandez Morse,
head of school and president of the Pacific Buddhist Academy located in Honolulu.
PBA is the first accredited Buddhist high school in the USA founded on the core principles of our Shin Buddhist teachings.

Pacific Buddhist Academy and the Enlightened Learning Academy
West Covina Buddhist Temple Seminar

In August of 2003, the Pacific
Buddhist Academy (PBA), the En-
lightened Learning Academy, was
established on Oahu, Hawaii, as
the ‘first accredited Buddhist High
School in the U.S.” in its core classes
and electives. Since that time, they
have had a 99.5% college admissions
rate with over 66 % of its students
going on to 4-year colleges, and the
remaining 34 % attending 2-year
colleges. The mission of the Pacific
Buddhist Academy is to: 1) prepare
students for college through aca-
demic excellence; 2) enrichment of
life through Buddhist values; and
3) nurturing the courage to practice
peace in the community. About 25%
of PBA families identify as Buddhists,
and over 35% of students identify as
Buddhists.

Phillip Underwood

The Pacific Buddhist Academy
is a Shin Buddhist School more than
in name only, as Buddhism is fun-
damental to its identity and core
mission. The mission of the school
is summarized in 3 verbs: Awaken,
Connect, and Help (as in self-help
and also helping others). Awakening
and connecting both mean to awaken
to our interconnectedness, to the
impermanence of all things, and to
learn and appreciate how our words,
thoughts, and deeds profoundly af-
fect all things we do, including our
encounters with others. And the
end product of the verb Help is also
two-fold, as it affects both ourselves
and others in many ways. The Pacific
Buddhist Academy’s vision includes
betterment of self in the areas of
leadership, intellect, and spirit. These

betterments will especially help art-
ists, innovators, and intellects alike.
In Japan and in the United States,
Buddhist Temples, mainly Buddhist
Temples in Hawaii, both help and
support one another through a pro-
gram known as The Gratitude Tours.
For the past several years, students
and family members have traveled to
other islands to engage in activities,
such as Taiko festivities, while at the
same time interacting with the Shin
Buddhist Community. Students also
study abroad, which has the effect
of additional enlightenment, while
broadening support for the program
that will last for many years to come.
Families have also traveled annually
to Kyoto to attend seminars and other
religious festivities.

Please see SEMINAR, con’t on page 9
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

Happy Spring to all! The Dharma School students’ latest “lesson” was about the Asian New Year—the year of the Tiger.
We thought it would be a fun activity for the children. Look for the next lesson to be about the home altar. The significance of
each part of the altar will be addressed. There will be an activity included in the lesson.

Two special services are coming up during the next two months. In March, during the spring equinox, our Ohigan service
will be observed. Perhaps the parents and/or grandparents can review the significance of Ohigan by looking at the Fall Ohigan
lesson that was sent to the children in the 2020.

April 8 is the birthday of Prince Siddhartha. This special service is called Hanamatsuri. The following is a short re-telling of
the story of the Baby Prince’s birth. To the parents and/or grandparents: will you please share this story with your children:

About 2,500 years ago in Northern India, the king and queen of the
Shakya kingdom were expecting their first child. They had waited for . |
many years for a baby and were very excited. When it became time for 4
the baby’s birth, Queen Maya set out to return to her parents’ home.
This was the way things were done so long ago.

As the Queen and her servants were resting in a lovely garden called
Lumbini, the baby was born. It is said that beautiful flowers blossomed
and sweet rain fell when Prince Siddhartha was born.

This little baby grew up to become awakened to the truth of suffer-
ing. He became known as the Buddha, a great teacher who shared his
teachings for many years.

When our temple celebrates Prince Siddhartha’s birthday, we
decorate a special altar with beautiful flowers. A statue of the Baby is in
the center of the flowers and each one of us pours sweet tea over the
statue. Why do you think we do this on his birthday?

Keep safe and hope to see you when we can get together again!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

25th Anpnual Golf Classic at Hacienda Golf Club

In 1996, Glenn Nakatani and I came up with this crazy idea of having a WCBT golf tournament as a fundrais-
er. Now, 26 years later (event was cancelled in 2020 due to COVID) we will be holding our Silver Anniversary
Golf Classic on June 6, 2022, at the Hacienda Golf Club.

More details will follow. Please keep in mind that this was WCBT’s only fundraiser for 2021 and it may be so
again this year. So, please support this fundraiser as a player, tee sponsor or donor of a raffle prize. As in the
past your tee sponsorship will not fund the golf tournament but will go into the temple’s general fund.

We will also be asking the Sangha to provide snack items for the players’ goodie bags and day of the event
volunteers at the golf course. So, if asked, please say yes, thank you.
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Sunday Services

All Sunday services will be
conducted via Zoom until March
20. Look for an email from Rev.
Miyoshi or Rev. Fred inviting you to
the services with the Zoom meeting
ID and Password. If you have
not received an email from them,
please contact the temple wcbt.
livingdharma@gmail.com It’s such a
pleasure to see all the familiar faces
so please join us!

Regarding the temple re-opening,
please see page 4.

Discussion Class

The weekly discussion class will be
every Thursday at 10am via Zoom.
There is a different topic of discussion
each week and a lively dialogue
between the participants. Look for
the email invitation with meeting
ID and password or contact Rev.
Miyoshi for the information.

Study Class

An evening Study Class is held
every second and fourth Tuesday of
each month at 6:00 pm and we invite
those who are unable to attend the
morning Discussion Class to join us.
The Study Classes will focus on the
history and teaching of Jodo Shinshu
and will be held on March 8 & 22 and
April 12 & 26. If you are interested
in purchasing “The Teaching of
Jodo Shinshu and the History of the
Honganji Community” book which
will be used as reference, please
contact Rev. Miyoshi.

Spring Ohigan Service
Spring Ohigan will be observed on
March 20 at 4:30 pm via Zoom. Look
for the email invitation to join the
service.

Zoom reunion with Rev. Hosokawa
(Rev. Koen Mishima)

A North America District Seminar
will be held on April 2 with guest
lecturer Rev. Hosokawa (Rev. Koen

Mishima), the former resident
minister of LA Betsuin and West
Covina Buddhist temple.

This seminar is in Japanese, but we
have a special zoom reunion session
to talk with Rev. Mishima. You may
have many questions for him; about
his current life, the COVID situation
in Japan, his preschool, his temple,
and so on.

The special reunion time is 5 pm
to 5:30 pm on Saturday April 2. You
may stay for his Japanese Dharma
talk from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm or you
can leave at 5:30 pm.

To join the Zoom meeting please
contact Rev. Miyoshi.

LABTF Hanamatsuri
The Federation Hanamatsuri
Service will be held virtually on April
10 beginning at 10:00 am hosted by
Higashi Honganji.

WCBT Hanamatsuri
WCBT will hold it's Hanamatsuri
Service on April 17 at 10:00 am.

Mother’s Day Service
A Mother’s Day family service
will be held on May 8, at 10:00 am.
A special tribute to all mothers will
be presented so please attend this
special service.

Tanjo-e & Hatsumairi

The Tanjo-e and Hatsumairi
(new baby) Service will be held on
May 15 at 10:00am. There will be a
special ceremony to acknowledge
new additions to our Sangha. Please
contact Rev. Miyoshi if you or your
family member has had a new baby
in the last year.

MARCH BIRTHDAY
Brandon Kawaguchi, Kendra Kagawa
Jucksch, Brion Martinez, Brooks
Martinez, Edward Miyashiro, Cathy
Nakano, Glen Fujimoto, Karolyn
Fujimoto, Mae Horie, Joy Kitaura,
Kelley Sakoda, Kathy Masai, Danny
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission

Statement:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P.O.Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

E-Mail: webtlivingdharma@gmail.com

Iwama, Lee Ezaki, Karen Ezaki,
Andrew Kenji Ezaki, Claire Hansen,
Dick Koga, Leo Kowalski, Miki
Fukusumi, Tamara Teragawa, Alyssa
Arnheim, Dana Yamada, Gavin
Godoy, Kai Godoy, John Erickson,
Bruce Whang, Emi Wexler, Reiko
Ikehara-Nelson, Mitsuru Oshita,
Tatsuo Okamura, Manuel Ortiz,
Patricia Endo, Steve Underwood,
Cayla James Yoburn, Donatello
Yasuo Elmatari, Brooklyn Megumi
Le, Rev. Akira Miyoshi

APRIL BIRTHDAY

Kevin Kawawata, Tyler Koji Isaksen,
Susan Oshima, Lauren Miyake,
Randy Maekawa, Nancy Maekawa,
Jacob Kato, Adriana Kochi, Kellie
Komoda, Kristen Hiranaka, Tammy
Lespron, Phillip Underwood, Lexi
Shams, Maria Whang, Yuechen
Zhau Chen, Mario Alberto Gonzalez,
Nancy Hombo, Maddie Akari
Mayeda, Sienna Mirai Martinez,
Shakyamuni Buddha
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WEST COVINA

HIGASHI HONGAN]JI

BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Reopening the Temple (Again)

Dear WCBT Members and Friends,

March-April 2022

March 9, 2022

This announcement kind of plays like an old cowboy song with lyrics that stated, “I’m back in the
saddle again.” Initially the opening was scheduled for January 23, 2022, however, that was canceled due
to a new variant and upswing of hospitalizations. So here we go again. We are planning our first hybrid
service with both in-person attendees and Zoom participants on Sunday, March 27, 2022 at 10:00 am.

We will be following the guidelines of the Community Center, which include wearing a mask in the
facility, showing proof of vaccination or a negative COVID 19 test 72 hours prior to service. We strong-
ly encourage attendees to be fully vaccinated with proof submitted to the Community Center. All others
can still attend the service via Zoom, especially if you are hesitant to interact in person or live too further

away.

No matter which course you choose, please be safe and remain connected until we can all gather

together again.

With Gassho,
Johnny Martinez
WCBT President
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WEST COVINA

HIGASHI HONGAN]I

BUDDHIST TEMPLE

February 25, 2022
Dear Members and Friends,

The West Covina Buddhist Temple and its Board of Directors cordially invites you to
attend the Spring Ohigan Service which will be held on Sunday, March 20, 2022 via Zoom.
The information for the service is as follows:

Date: Sunday, March 20, 2022

Time: 4:30 PM. (via Zoom)

Dharma Message: Rev. Ryuta Furumoto
(Senshin Buddhist Temple)

Meeting ID: 844 5349 6227

Passcode: 691114

Higan, meaning the Other Shore (of enlightenment), is a service is conducted on or
about the vernal and autumnal equinoxes. At these times of the year, we endeavor to
strengthen our commitment of the Buddhist life.
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Online Donations
The Living Dharma

website now has a link
https:/ /livingdharma.org/
index.php/donations/
for donations. You can
use PayPal, credit or debit
cards to make donations
to the temple with a few
simple clicks. Checks are
still and always accepted as
well for the traditionalist.
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HIGASHI HONGANJI NORTH AMERICA DISTRICT

2022
Southern California NAD Seminar

We wish to invite you to attend the 2022 Southern California Seminar of the Higashi
Honganji North America District. The lecture and discussion sessions will be given
in English. Rev. Steven Toyoshima (Hawaii District) will speak on the theme “My
Neighbor Amida: Meeting the teachings in Everyday Japan.” He will talk about
the Japanese culture as well as the differences between American Buddhism and
Japanese Buddhism that he experienced during his stay in the country.
To participate, please register from the link below.

Date
Saturday, March 26, 2022
Time
1:00 pm — 2:30 pm (PDT)

Speaker
Rev. Steven Toyoshima (Hawaii District)

Location
On Zoom

Registration (Required for Zoom Link)
https://forms.gle/CcAY680z18ZHhp2r8

Fee
Free (Donation will be greatly appreciated.)
You can make donation from our PayPal account
(https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=5HSAZVTYFTE2Q)
or send a check payable to
H

igashi Honganiji North America District to the address below.

For any questions, contact the North America District Office at:
Higashi Honganji North America District Office
505 E. 3rd St., Los Angeles, California 90013

Phone: (213) 621-4064 / Email: hokubeikantokubu@gmail.com
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The historical vision of the Pacific
Buddhist Academy has been one of
encouragement to strengthen leader-
ship qualities, awaken intellectual
qualities and nurture each student’s
overall spirit. It also aims to stimu-
late artists, pioneers and innovators
with the goal of helping to connect
students to the Bodhisattva Path. The

primary goal, known as awakening,
is meant to unlock our understand-
ing of 1) our interconnectedness,

2) the impermanence of all things,
and 3) the notion that our thoughts,
words and deeds affect us and others
around us.

We all have much to learn from
the faculty and the guidance of the
Pacific Buddhist Academy. But it's
the students that give us the proof
that we also have much to learn from
each other.

The information contained in
this article was presented in a Zoom
Meeting by Josh Hernandez Morse:
Anthropologist, Oregon University
(Master’s Degree)

-raised in the Mormon Church

-studied World Religion in Ha-
waii (Big Island & Honolulu)

-studied How to Learn and Listen

-works at the small community
high school in Hawaii with 80 stu-
dents.

- a school small enough that each
student can realize that their actions
can and will affect others.
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March
3 10:00 am Discussion Class-online

3 7:00 pm Howakai Japanese Service-online

6 8:30 am Board Meeting-online
6 10:00 am Shotsuki Service-online
10 10:00 am Discussion Class-online
13 10:00 am Sunday Service-online
17 10:00 am Discussion Class-online
20 4:30 pm Spring Ohigan Service-online
22 6:00 pm Study Class-online
24 10:00 am Discussion Class-online
26 1:00 pm NAD Seminar-online
27 10:00 am Sunday Service-hybrid

3 10:00 am Shotsuki Service-hybrid
5 7:00 pm Board Meeting-online
7 10:00 am Discussion-online

7

7:00 pm Howakai Japanese Service-online

10 10:00 am LABTF Hanamatsuri
12 6:00 pm Study Class-online
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