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Rev. Patti Nakai of the Buddhist Temple of Chicago gave an online seminar on how Jodo Shinshu followers should respectfully interact
with people of different faiths. It was attended by Dharma followers all across the country.

OBON 2021!...just kidding

Dear WCBT Families and Friends,

Once again, our Obon festival will be canceled. However, to celebrate our loved ones who have
passed on, our temple will be having a virtual Manto-e ceremony via Zoom. The ceremony will take place
on June 26, 2021 at 11am. The information for the Zoom meeting will be forth coming. Additionally, for
the members that may not have internet access, in person Manto-e ceremonies will be conducted on Sun-
day at the East San Gabriel Japanese Community Center parking lot. The ceremonies will be conducted
by appointment only. To schedule an in-person ceremony, please make your appointment at: wcbt.living-
dharma@gmail.com, or call 626-689-1040. Please be safe and see you in 2022!

Gassho,
Bruce Whang

*If you have not received emails from the temple, please send your email address to us (wcbt.
livingdharma@gmail.com). We will send you invitations to services and updated information.
Thank you.




Page 2

&

June-Jduly 2021

T H E G A T E W A Y

Manto-e Service
Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi

DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

Summer is almost upon us, and,
due to the pandemic, we will not
celebrate our usual Obon festival this
year. The Dharma School staff asks our
parents and grandparents to please
continue to hold on to your children’s
notebooks. With luck and the CDC
guidelines we can display the work of

our students during the 2022 Obon fes-

tivities! Your youngsters’ Obon lesson
will soon be sent to your homes.

The Father’s Day service will be
held on June 20. In addition to honor-
ing our Dads and Grandfathers, the
graduates of 2021 will be recognized
during this service. If you have some-

one graduating from preschool through

graduate school, please let Rev.
Miyoshi know ASAP. We would like to
acknowledge him/her. A congratula-
tory gift will be mailed to each of our
graduates.
Have a fun and safe summer!
Hope to see you in person soon!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

It is hard to believe that June
is already here. We usually start to
prepare for our Obon Festival around
this time. The banner and sign are put
up, and people are gathered together
in the parking lot to practice Bon Odori
dances for the year. June has always
been a hectic and vibrant month.

With the cancellation of Obon
Festival last year, needless to say, we
all missed it and long to have Obon
this year. The good news is that the
coronavirus vaccine distribution is
in progress, and the COVID-19 cases
are finally decreasing. However, West
Covina Buddhist Temple remains cau-
tious in resuming the festival. After
discussions with the Obon Committee
and Board of Directors, we regret to
inform you that we decided to cancel
this year’s Obon Festival again. We
hope to resume our wonderful summer
tradition in 2022.

In place of the festival, we will hold
the Manto-e service the same weekend
as the Obon Festival was scheduled.

|

You shop. Amazon gives.

I T
The Temple has registered with the AmazonSmile donation
program. For those of you who shop online with Amazon, the
AmazonSmile foundation will donate 0.5% of your purchase price
to the Temple, at no cost to you. You just need to login to “smile.
amazon.com” which will connect you to the same Amazon web-
site you know. It will display the same products, same prices,
and same service. On your first visit select ‘West Covina Higashi
Honganji Buddhist Temple’ as the organization that you wish to
support. It’s that easy.

Happy shopping!

The temple offers the service both on

Zoom and in-person. Online Manto-e

service will be held on Saturday, June

26™ at 11 am, and in-person Manto-e
services are scheduled the next day in
the Community Center’s parking lot.

“Manto-e” literally means “a gath-
ering of ten thousand lanterns.” Our
Obon Festival, Manto-e service takes
place right before Bon Odori. A gather-
ing of ten thousand lanterns embodies
the truth of our existence, acknowledg-
ing that we all live in a world of inter-
connectedness. Observing Manto-e
service in the midst of the festival, we
realize all causes and conditions that
enable us to be here at this moment.
Buddhism always tries to remind us
that we are not alone. It teaches us
that our life is based on mutual rela-
tionships. Supporting others, being
supported by someone, or bothering
someone, and being bothered by other
people is the natural way of our lives.

On the other hand, our modern
society emphasizes individualism.

We are encouraged to live with self-
reliance. When our lives go smoothly,
we are proud of ourselves because we
feel that we are the ones who establish
these good lives. And we often neglect
the importance of living together with
others. It was not until we have to
isolate ourselves at home that we are
genuinely aware of the significance of
connecting with others.

The pandemic discloses that loneli-
ness brings us true suffering. The only
way we can be liberated from the suf-
fering is to return to our reality, that is,
live in a world of interconnectedness.
When we are aware of this fact, this
awareness becomes the strength to
endure difficulties in our lives. Shar-
ing our sense of fear, concerns, and
loneliness with someone else gives us
positive energy to move forward.

At the same time, continuing

Please see Manto-e, con’t on pg. 6
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Sunday Services

All Sunday services will be
conducted via Zoom until further
notice. Look for an email from
Rev. Miyoshi or Rev. Fred inviting
you to the services with the Zoom
meeting ID and Password. If you
have not received an email from
them, please contact the temple
wcbtlivingdharma@gmail.com.
The attendance for the services are
growing every week and it’s such a
pleasure to see all the familiar faces
so please join us!

Discussion Class

The weekly discussion class will
be held every Thursday at 10:00 am
via Zoom. There is a different topic
of discussion each week and a lively
dialogue with a growing number
of participants. Look for the email
invitation with meeting ID and
password or contact Rev. Miyoshi for
the information.

Study Class

An evening Study Class is held
every second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 6:00 pm via Zoom
and we invite those who are unable
to attend the Thursday morning
Discussion Class to join us. The Study
Classes will focus on the history
and teaching of Jodo Shinshu and
will be held on June 23 (only once
this June) and July 13 and 27. If you
are interested in purchasing “The
Teaching of Jodo Shinshu and the
History of the Honganji Community”
book which will be used as reference,
please contact Rev. Miyoshi.

WCBT 24th Annual Golf Classic

WCBT will hold their 24th Annual
Golf Classic on Monday, June 7, at
the Hacienda Country Club in La
Habra Heights. Entry forms and
sponsorship forms have been mailed
to Temple members. If you are

able to help on the day of the golf
tournament or have any questions,
please call Roy Takemura at (909)
973-2580.

Dads & Grads Family Service

A Father’s Day & Graduation
Family online service will be held on
June 20, at 10:00 am. All graduates
will be honored so please contact
Rev. Miyoshi (213) 219-6140 with the
names of graduates in your family.
Join us for this special event.

-
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Obon 2021
There will be a Zoom Manto-e
Service on Saturday, June 26, at 11:00
am. An in-person Manto-e Service on
Sunday June 27 will be held in the
parking lot by appointment only.

Obon/Hatsubon Service
A Obon/Hatsubon Service will

be held on Sunday, July 11 at 10:00
am via Zoom. Please join us as we
welcome back our friend and special
guest speaker Rev. Paul Imahara. We
look forward to hearing his thoughts
and seeing his familiar face!

Online Donations
The Living Dharma

website now has a link
(https:/ /livingdharma.org /
index.php/donations/) for
donations and membership
dues. You can use PayPal,
credit, or debit cards to
make donations to the
temple with a few simple
clicks. Checks are still and
always accepted as well for
the traditionalist.

GATEWAY Staff

Layout & Editing: Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi,
Hisako Koga, Claudia Haraguchi,
Richard Kagawa

Contributors: Claire Hansen, Michael
Jitosho, Joanie Martinez, Phillip
Underwood

Circulation: Rev. Fred Brenion, Joy
Kitaura

West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission

Statement:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P.O.Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

E-Mail: webtlivingdharma@gmail.com

JUNE BIRTHDAY

Laurie Hansen, Kiyoshi Earley, Joshua
Gutierrez, Kay Yamashita, Ray Maekawa,
Sam Meites, Mia Lynn Meites, Justin
Toshiro Ezaki, Kiyoshi Earley, Jerry
Earley, Nicholas Ishibashi Jung, Noah
Kowalski, Terri Shams, Tor Ormseth,
Craig Yanase, Richard Nakawatase,
Andrew Jung, lkuo Matsukiyo, Linda
Chen, Mitchell Kozono, Mark Masai,
Sumie Kinoshita, Toshio Tawatari, Allan
Wexler, Xavier Godoy, Sadako Sogioka,
Jeanne Kawawata, Kalia Hendrickson,

Robert Di Santo

JULY BIRTHDAY

Sally Ariza, Mikio Earley, Jamie
Nakatani, Sylvia Ena, Jaylene Gutierrez,
Kevin Hata, Lauren Koga, Russell
Martinez, Laura Miyake, Margaret
Takemoto, Ryoko Kodama, Richard
Haraguchi, Elijah Godoy, Craig Taguchi,
Corey Taguchi, Pat Sato, Garrett
Kawaguchi, Tyler Kobayashi, Steven
Kuwahara, Marcus Nishihara, Lillian
Nishihara, Kurt Kowalski, Jamie
Teragawa, Jonathan Hoey, Jeffrey
Akune, Anthony Gutierrez, Sam Kozono,
Susie Kozono, Emi Haraguchi Calvo
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June 1, 2021
We Need Your Help!

Dear Sangha Members and Dharma Friends,

We hope this letter finds you and your family well. It is approaching a year and half since we
have adjusted our lives due to the pandemic. It is June now, and with the many sacrifices and
precautions we have all taken along with the availability of vaccinations here, infection rates have
been decreasing, especially in Los Angeles County. Good news! Although there are many places of
business that are gradually opening up, we still find ourselves restricted in some activities. This year
the temple will be able to have a golf tournament on June 7, 2021 with some modifications such as
no banquet, and an online awards ceremony. However, we will not be having our Oldies dance
fundraisers and our traditional Obon festival. We still do plan to hold a Manto-e service both
online (Sat, June 26 @ 11 a.m.) and in person for those of you who wish to do so. The in-person
Manto-e service will be on Sun, June 27 by appointment (contact the temple) in the ESGVJCC
parking lot. The meeting ID and Passcode to join the Zoom service on Saturday is as follows;

Meeting ID: 889 4275 6526
Passcode: 403938

You will not be asked to sell raftle tickets as in prior years. Our financial loss from such
fundraisers does and will greatly affect our income. I would like to express our deep gratitude for
Dana (giving) during the 2020 year. Your generous donations have allowed us to continue to operate
as an independent temple, as well as allowing the Sangha to interact and stay connected.

We are asking you again to please continue to support the temple with monetary donations if you
are able to. We are currently still having Zoom temple services on Sundays @ 10 a.m. We also still
have Thursday Discussion Classes @ 10 a.m, as well as Tuesday evening Study Class twice a month
@ 6 p.m. Please consider joining us as we share our thoughts and questions under Rev. Miyoshi’s
guidance. We are all learning not just from Sensei, but from one another. It is a warm and friendly
discussion from the comfort of your home. Please contact Rev. Miyoshi at
(webt.livingdharma@gmail.com) to receive meeting IDs and Passwords.

We want to also thank the hard-working Gateway staff made up of Rev. Miyoshi, Hisako Koga,
Claudia Haraguchi, and Richard Kagawa. They tirelessly continue to bring the Sangha together by
providing us with current news, articles, letters, reports, photos, etc. that we look forward to each
month. To Reiko Ikehara Nelson, we deeply appreciate her keeping us updated on our financial
status. Until we can all gather together again in the happy and warm fellowship that a live Sangha
provides, please remain cautious and safe.

With Gassho,

Johnny Martinez
WCBT Board President

*Donations can be made to WCHHBT, P.O. Box 1616, West Covina, California 91793.
Online donations can be made through this link on our temple website:
https://livingdharma.org/index.php/donations/
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Manto-e, con’t from pg. 2

relationship with our loved ones also
gives us the energy to live. When we
lose our loved ones, we feel the rela-
tionship with them is also lost forever.
However, Buddhism makes us realize
that the relationship with our loved
ones is ceaseless. Their entire lives are
parts of our lives, and they became a
light to illuminate our path.

When we cry and feel grief when
our loved ones pass, it shows us how
invaluable and irreplaceable they are.
Amid sorrow, Buddhism also reminds
us of another fact, that each of us are
also invaluable and precious to our
loved ones. There is a passage say-
ing, “We, who are concerned about
our loved ones, are really cared for by
them.” This shows us that we are the
ones who receive lessons and learn
from our loved ones rather than ones
who do something for them. Once we
genuinely awaken to this, the meaning
of having a service is transformed.

When our loved ones do pass, we
naturally want to express how much
we loved and cared for them by doing
something good for them. We might
feel by doing a memorial service it
should transfer merit or good deeds
for the sake of our loved ones. On the
other hand, once we awaken to the fact
that we are the ones who are cared
for and receiving deep and profound
wishes from them, at this moment, the
service becomes the precious occasion
given by them.

Throughout their entire lives, our
loved ones handed down wishes and

aspirations which constantly affect

our lives. When we are able to deeply
accept and appreciate what we are
receiving from our loved ones, our
loved ones become our teachers ... they
become Buddhas. And the wishes and
aspirations we receive will influence
our own lives and give us the strength
to strive to live our lives during these
difficult times.

[ hope observing the Manto-e ser-
vice this year enables us to be aware of
their wishes and receive their lives as
precious teachings.
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