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Rev. Okada from the NAD was the guest speaker at our recent Hoonko Service.
This was her first Dharma message spoken in English and it was a wonderful introduction to the path

that brought this young minister to Los Angeles.
Toban A provided the delicious otoki after the service.

We should always remember that
nothing in the world can strictly be
called mine. What comes to a person
comes because of a combination of
causes and conditions; it can be kept
only temporarily and, therefore, we
must not use it selfishly or for unworthy
purposes.

— Sakyamuni Buddha

Early November, on behalf of the
Nishi Hongwanji Los Angeles Betsuin,
Bill visited the head temple of Nishi
Hongwanji in Kyoto. It was to express
his appreciation to the Abbot for of-
ficiating the special service for the 50™
anniversary of the current location of
the Betsuin. I accompanied him as his
interpreter and tour guide. It was a
short trip, and we stayed only for three
days, yet, the trip was very productive.

“Living Together*”
Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi

In addition to the official meetings, we
were able to meet our longtime friends
whom we had not seen for almost
twenty years.

We also visited three less crowded
temples and savored the beauty and
tranquility of the gardens.

Hearing the rustle of bamboo
leaves or viewing the changing colors
of the landscape from the engawa
(veranda), we felt the connection with
nature. It embraces us, and we are a
part of it. Beautiful gardens and serene
atmosphere were the perfect places for
us to experience the teaching of One-
ness in Buddhism.

Nature is not a subject to conquer
or control for human beings, for it is
not our belongings. Buddhism reveals
that the idea of “mine” is a delusion
created by our ego-centered mind. The

passage I introduced at the beginning
is the words of Sakyamuni Buddha,
and it clearly expresses this ideal. Bud-
dhism does not have any divine being
who bestows nature and other living
beings as a gift. Therefore, we do not
have any authority or right to use them
for the sake of our convenience. The
relationship between human beings
and nature should be living together.

When we look into our lives, how-
ever, we find ourselves living contrary
to what Buddhism teaches us. Our
desire to make our lives easier and
more convenient is never satisfied, and
we see everything around us as ours.
As a result, we judge nature based on
whether it is useful for us or not and
then we consume them selfishly.

One may say that our desire for a

Please see TOGETHER, con’t on page 2
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TOGETHER, con't from pg. 1
comfortable life has contributed to our
cultural development. Thanks to this
advancement, it seems like we enjoy
our dream life. There is no doubt that
today’s astonishing progress in the
area of science and technology can-
not be achieved without the ceaseless
aspiration to live better.

Even though our desire for a
convenient life has helped us in the
advancement of technology and many
other fields, we should not forget that
such aspirations can cause severe dam-
age to our life. With this strong desire
for a convenient life, we get the wrong
idea of what happiness is, that is, the
more convenient our life becomes, the
happier we are. In actuality, seeking
for a ‘more’ convenient life is never-
ending, therefore, the happiness we
want is never reached. As a result, we
are unable to feel full contentment in
life. That is wasting our life, as Bud-
dhism says.

The idea of “mine” derives from
our ego-centered mind. Putting us as
first and foremost, we often take ad-
vantage of nature, other living beings,
and even people around us to satisfy
ourselves. What and how much we

DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

As the end of 2019 approaches,
Dharma School prepares for our
Year-End program which will be an
audience and children participation
one. We think this will be a fun and
exciting experience for the entire
Sanghal!

During our Ho-on-ko service
on November 17, Dharma School
students Derek and Evan Hamachi
were introduced to the Buddhist
concept of interdependence. The
boys learned about food chains
and listened to a story read by a
teacher. They did a good job of
listening and participating!

As of this printing, the Shichi-
Go-San recognition has not yet
happened. This year, there will
be at least 10 children who will be
honored during our November 24t
service.

Two big events are coming up
in December. Mochitsuki will be
on December 8 and the Year-End
service will be on December 15.
Looking forward to seeing you at
these great events!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

can get from them is our only concern,
and we ignore how our selfish actions
affects others and this world. Climate
change, that has become more of a
critical issue nowadays, is brought
about by our ego-centered behaviors.

Buddhism lets us know that the
only way we can live in this world is by
living together with all sentient beings
and nature. “Living together” does not
necessary mean that we, as human be-
ings, are encouraged to give mercy to
other living beings and nature. Instead,
it shows our reality that if all other
living beings and nature cannot survive
anymore, we are no longer able to sur-
vive as well. We are in the same boat.
When we destroy the cycle of nature
and ruin their lives, it will eventually
lead to our self-destruction.

Living together with nature and
all other living beings is now beyond
the moral discipline and even religious
concept. Itis not merely a wonderful
way to live one’s life but, in reality, it is
our only way to survive on this earth.
Therefore, we who live today are urged
to live with all other living beings and
nature considerately so that future
generations can savor the beauty of
this world.
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Mochitsuki

WCBT’s annual Mochitsuki will
be held on Sunday, December 8.
The special mochi rice, which will
be passsed out to Sangha members
beforehand, should be washed
and soaked the night before and
brought to the Temple ready for
steaming at 7:00AM. When the
mochi rice is steamed to perfection
it is ready to be poked and pounded
and eventually shaped into smooth
traditional mochis. Some are filled
with sweet bean an and others are
made into the traditional New Years
symbolic offering, okasane. Come
and join us in this annual tradition.

The Study Class

The Study Class will meet
on December 10 at 10:00 AM.
Discussions will be based on
selected topics that vary from week
to week. The class usually meets on
the second and fourth Tuesday of
every month. For more information,
please contact Rev. Miyoshi at (626)
689-1040.

Year-end Service & Oseibo

Our Year-end Service, Oseibo gift
presentation and potluck dinner
will be held on Sunday, December
15 at 4:00 PM. Entertainment will
be provided by the Dharma School
and other members of the Sangha.
If you have a talent you'd like to
share, please contact Rev. Miyoshi.
The potluck assignments are as
follows: If your last name begins
with A-K, please bring a main dish
and a salad; L-N, bring a main dish
and rice dish; O-Y, bring a main
dish and a dessert.

Please join us for a fun evening
of entertainment and feasting on
the delicious potluck spread from
the West Covina Temple members.

New Year’s Day Service
A special service to
commemorate the New Year will
be held on Wednesday, January 1,
2019, at 11:00 AM. Please let Rev.
Miyoshi know if you're planning to
attend.

Board Meeting
&
Shotsuki Service
The January 2020 board meeting
will be held on Sunday, January 5 at
8:30 AM followed by the Shotsuki
Service for January.

Eitaikyo & General Meeting

Eitaikyo will be held on Sunday,
January 26 at 10 AM. followed by
the General Meeting.

A bento lunch will be provided
by presale so please order your
Eitaikyo lunch tickets by contacting
Rev. Miyoshi or a Toban B member
who will be selling lunch tickets.
Join us for our yearly service and
enjoy the delicious bento.
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission

Statement:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P.O.Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

E-Mail: webtlivingdharma@gmail.com

Buddhism Quiz
Easy Basic Buddhist Vocabulary

1. A Buddhist community is called a

2. Jodo Shinshu Buddhism is part of
the school of Buddhism.

3. A person who is able to reach
nirvana but delays doing so out of
compassion in order to save
suffering beings is known as a
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DECEMBER

BIRTHDAY

Allison Haraguchi, Kyle Kagawa,
Aki Kamimura, Chris Nakano,
Denise Underwood, Larry
Oshima, Susan Iwama, Johnny
Martinez, Tristan Miyashiro,
Helen Nakawatase, Sandra
Nakano, Jonathan Ogino,
Kristin Dubble, Merry Jitosho
Hiroshima, Jessica Saucedo,
Taylor Saucedo, Katrena Sakaue,
Brandon Kwan, Brett Miyamoto,
Chau Chen, Wesley Zhao Chen,
Julie Griffith, Jack Wear, Dawn
Masai, Sean Underwood, Richard
Kagawa, Autrina Underwood,
Takashi Takemoto, Michiko
Oku, Stephanie Akune, Max
Shimomura, Kai Anthony
Haraguchi Calvo
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KIKU CRAFTS & FOOD FAIR 2019
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2019 turned out to be our biggest and most
successful Kiku Craft & Food Fair ever! The
line for food seemed endless as did the stream
of customers who continued to shop through-
out the day. We had many new vendors and
our favorites like the “Guava Lady” and the
“Toffee Guy” returned but if you weren’t quick
enough they sold out fast. Note to Ron: make
more toffee next year!
The “Special of the Day” on the menu turned
out to be Egg Foo Young and it also sold out
fast. Everyone commented on the great food
and fun time they had.
Thanks to all the Sangha members who
worked so hard to make this event a success,
especially those who went above and beyond.
ank you!
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Presents

The 2020 Family Retreat:

“Namu Amida Butsu”
Here and Now

Lecturer: Rev. Ken Yamada

Date: Feb. 15 (Sat.)~16 (Sun.), 2020
(Presidents’ Day Weekend)
Location: San Luis Obispo Buddhist Temple
6996 Ontario Road
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405
Fee: $45.00/adults; S20/students (including college)
children under 12 are free
Checks payable to: WCHHBT
Mail to: West Covina Buddhist Temple
P.O. Box 1616 West Covina, CA 91793

More Info: (626)689-1040
revnobuko@gmail.com (Rev. Miyoshi) or pishsato@gmail.com (Pat Sato)

- @ About the Lecture

The Nenbutsu, “Namu Amida Butsu,” is recited for various
reasons. Primary among them is “birth in Pure Land.” This
brings up a fundamental question: Where do I go when I
die?” The answer —the Pure Land. What does this mean?
The thought of going to the Pure Land indeed is attractive
and may serve as a source of peace, for example, thinking we
re-unite with loved ones and friends. I've been told it’s better
to say those things because that’s what people want to hear. If
that's the case, what's to distinguish Pure Land with “heaven”
found in Christianity and Islam. Another expression, “here
and now” perhaps 1s more appropriate. In Buddhism, we are
concerned with “here and now.” We might also say, “There’s
no reincarnation in Buddhism.” How can those statements

provide comfort or peace of mind? Ultimately the answer circles back to the Nenbutsu. We'll explore these problems, ex-
plore how Jodo Shinshu Buddhism answers, and how to find meaning in our lives “here and now.”

@ Rev. Ken Yamada was born in Oakland, California and attended Berkeley Higashi Honganji temple as a child. He gradu-
ated from the University of California, Berkeley, with a major in sociology focused on Kamakura period Buddhism. He
attended the Institute of Buddhist Studies in Berkeley, and Chuo Bukkyo Gakuin in Kyoto, but couldn’t understand
Buddhism and dropped out. He worked as a newspaper reporter in Los Angeles, New York and San Francisco, and later
became a magazine editor. He rediscovered Buddhism, re-entered the ministry and served 13 years at the Berkeley temple.
Two years ago, he became editor of Higashi's Shinshu Center of America, overseeing English publications.

@ The $45.00 fee includes all meals, and there is free lodging available at the temple (though space is limited and you must

bring a sleeping bag); nearby motels are also available.
.........'..................................................'.....................'.............

Name(s):

Number of Attendees: E-mail:

Cell phone*:

*Please provide instead of home/landline number for communications at the retreat.
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Quote of the Month

Unfortunately,
modern man has become
so focused on harnessing

nature’s resources
that he has forgotten
how to [earn from them.
If you let them, however,
the elements of nature
will teach you
as they have taught me.
-Anasazi Foundation,
The Seven Paths:
Changing One’s Way of
Walking in the World

- I —
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S You shop. Amazon gives.
S e T

The Temple has registered with the AmazonSmile donation
program. For those of you who shop online with Amazon, the
AmazonSmile foundation will donate 0.5% of your purchase price
to the Temple, at no cost to you. You just need to login to “smile.
amazon.com” which will connect you to the same Amazon web-
site you know. It will display the same products, same prices,
and same service. On your first visit select “‘West Covina Higashi
Honganji Buddhist Temple’ as the organization that you wish to
support. It’s that easy.

Happy shopping!
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December
1 8:30 am Board Meeting
1 10:00 am Shotsuki/Bodhi Day Service
5 7:00 pm Howakai Year-end Service
8 7:00 am Mochitsuki
10 10:00 am Study Class
15 4:00 pm Year-end Service

January
1 11:00 am New Year's Day Service
5 8:30 am Board Meeting
5 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
9 7:00 pm Howakai Japanese Service
12 10:00 am Sunday Service
14 10:00 am Study Class
19 10:00 am Sunday Service
26 10:00 am Eitaikyo Service/General Meeting
28 10:00 am Study Class
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