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Our WCBT Sangha enjoyed another wonderful retreat at the serene SLO Buddhist Temple over the Presidents Day weekend.

A very special treat was Rev. Unno’s Dharma talks. At 86 years old he still exhibited stamina, wit,

and a deep and stirring wisdom that touched us all

The SLO 2019 Retreat - A Cherished Tradition

On a cold and rainy Presidents
Day weekend, 19 hardy and adven-
turous Dharma friends drove north
to San Luis Obispo (SLO). Two more
members drove south from the Bay
area , one being our Taylor Saucido
who had just moved there, and the
other, Connie Wong, from the Berke-
ley Sangha. Joining us from Higashi
Betsuin was Steve Murata, and from
Oxnard came Kris Hatakeyama. The
2 first-time participants were Tanya
Kato from WCBT and Steve Murata.

We were fortunate to have Rev.
Tets Unno as our guest speaker. His
reputation as a dynamic, humorous,
and down to earth guy precedes

Joanie Martinez
WCBT Member

him, and he certainly captivated our
attention. He was personable as
members wanted to sit and talk with
him during our breaks. He called us
by our names (we had name tags and
he made sure he addressed us). With
an ease in communicating, and citing
many examples from his own experi-
ences, Rev. Unno helped us all to con-
nect with his messages. Among these
messages in seeking a more fulfilling
life was, “Accepting your causes and
conditions is enlightenment.” This
may be a little less challenging to

do some of the times, while terribly
hard if not impossible at other times.
We may look calm on the outside,

but feel unsure, frightened, or feel
unfairness or anger on the inside.
How much harder it is to accept our
causes and conditions when we are
going through an especially difficult
or painful time. Our founder Shin-
ran was one who was so honest with
himself that through much self-reflec-
tion, he could recognize and admit
this duality and inconsistency in his
nature, our human nature. And so
Shin Buddhism teaches that “every-
thing is fine as it is, we are fine as we
are (with all our limitations and im-
perfections)”. Realizing this can help
us in understanding that that is why

Please see SLO, con’t on page 2
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

It’s been a cold and rainy winter,
but spring is around the corner with
warmer weather and the promise
of new growth and blossoms!

As of this publication, we have
already honored out departed
pets during our Pet Memorial
Service. As part of the service, the
story of the famous Japanese Akita
dog Hachiko was presented to the
Sangha. For those of us who have
pets, this story of a dog’s loyalty
and love reflects the enrichment
that pets give to our families.

Spring Ohigan service will be a
late afternoon one on March 17.
Service starts at 4:30 pm. Dharma
School will have a lesson and activ-
ity for the children. We will learn
about Ohigan, and, we will prepare
the children for our Hanamatsuri
service on April 14. The Dharma
School staff hopes to see all of you.
It will be fun! Look for our email
blasts!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

SLO, con't from pg. 1

there is “other power” or hongan; it is
there just to shed light on something
for us to awaken to. We know that
Buddhism can enrich our lives, but
Rev. Unno said we must put effort
into learning about Shin so that we
can come to deeply understand more,
so that the power of realizations

and awakenings can be experienced
by us. Many times the realization
won’t appear for quite a while as it

is gradual in nature; at other times it
may be that “Aha” moment. Another
simple message was, “Just be kind

to everyone because you don’t know
what kind of pain they may be going
through.”

I asked different members why
they made the effort to attend this
retreat, especially with the inclement
weather and longer drive. Here is
what they said:

e Ted H: It feels good to come
back, and while we are able
to, we want to keep coming.
I don’t know when the last
time will be.

e (laudia: Ialways look for-
ward to this. It is very, very
meaningful and it is a high
priority event for us.

e Tanya: I had a chance meet-
ing @ a Marie Callendar’s
in WLA with Rev. Unno and
his wife; that led me to look
him up and listen to him on
YouTube, and that led me to
this retreat!

e Jack: For the friendship. I
usually work on most Sun-
days. I especially wanted to
see Irv (from Berkeley).

e Alice: To hear Rev. Unno.

e Reiko: It's fun! Ilearn
something new from different
perspectives, and the scenery
is beautiful.

e Dickie: Rev. Unno was in-
teresting- his messages are
communicated through his
personal stories so it is easier
to listen to and understand.

e Steve: I saw the retreat flyer
in Higashi’s lobby. I wanted
to hear Rev. Unno.

e Julie: I was reluctant because
of the weather, but I enjoy
remeeting friends and am
always glad to have come.

e Lee: I come to the retreat
hoping to learn something
that will lead me to experi-
ence “awakening” in this life,
for spiritual inspiration.

e Haruko: Ienjoy the Sangha.
Even the drive up here was
enjoyable - had lunch @
Solvang and visited my par-
ents’ old house in Pismo.

e Hisako: It’s a tradition! It's a
fun time to interact more with

others.

Richard H: To hear Rew.
Unno

Michelle: I missed the re-
treat for 2 years and this is a
much needed break for me. I
have been feeling stress and
reconnecting to the teachings
is great.

Connie: This is my 3rd time
coming, butI didn’t real-

ize I'd be the only one from
Berkeley! I retired recently
and am trying to say “yes” to
more things. I appreciate each
day and enjoy those who are
a part of that day.

Johnny: Being aware that I'm
a Bombu, I take this time to
learn more and deepen my
appreciation of the Dharma.
And I'have a lot of fun with
the Sanghal!

Taylor: Ilike reconnecting
with everyone. The retreat
gives me an opportunity to
reflect, which is very different
from my daily experiences.
Joanie: Making the effort to
get away for this retreat is so
well worth it. We can’t experi-
ence this in the same way on
a regular Sunday because our
lives are so busy. To just hang
out together for the week-
end, preparing, and having 5
meals together, working and
playing together, and listen-
ing to the Dharma by a guest
speaker such as Rev. Unno is
so much fun and such a rich
experience. We also learn
from fellow members” kan-
was. Our Sangha enjoys one
another and we get closer.
That’s why we come back.
Rev. Tets Unno: I enjoy the
overall spirit of this retreat.
There is cooperation, people
are on time for the discus-
sions and they return (to the
circle after break) with enthu-
siasm, and they ask ques-
tions. They even cooperate to
lead the chanting!
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The Study Class

The Study Class will meet
on March 12 and 26 at 10:00 AM.
Discussions will be based on selected
topics that vary from week to week.
The class usually meets on the second
and fourth Tuesday of every month.

For more information, please
contact Rev. Miyoshi at (213) 219-
6140.

Cherry Blossom Festival

The 2019 West Covina Cherry
Blossom Festival will be on Saturday,
March 16, from 10:00-4:00 PM and
will be held at the Plaza West Covina,
112 Plaza Dr. The Temple will not
have a booth but ESGVJCC will need
help setting up and breaking down
after the festival. Please come out to
support the Center.

Spring Ohigan Service

Spring Ohigan will be observed
on March 17 at 4:30 PM. We will
have Rev. Frederick Brenion as a
special guest speaker so please join
us for this special service and stay
for the complimentary otoki dinner
following the service.

Oldies Dance LXII (62)

“Dancing Anew @ Oldies
LXII (62)!” will be held on March,
September 23. It's our 62nd
Oldies with Steve Kikuchi & High
Resolution providing favorite hits
from the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s. Please
note the new hours. The dance will
begin at 7:00 PM and end at 11:00
PM with lots of dancing and fun in
between. The earlier hours, although
giving us less time to set up, will
make it easier for the members who
come to help clean-up after the dance.

Presale tickets are $20 or $25 at
the door. For info and song requests,
contact Joanie at (626) 300-8947,
joaniekmartinez@gmail.com or

Lillian at (626) 780-9866, lilnish77@
gmail.com. Your Toban chairs will
contact you about work shifts and
assignments. Plan to come to the
Center by 4:30 PM to help with

the set-up and at 11:00 PM to help
clean-up since we may not have
help available to us. Donations are
welcome for raffle prizes and drinks.
Sign- up sheets for drinks will be at
our Sunday service.

LABTF Hanamatsuri

The Federation Hanamatsuri
Service and will be held on the
April 7 beginning at 1:30 PM at the
Nishi Hongwanji LA Betsuin in LA.
Everyone is encouraged to attend the
LABTF service after WCBT Shotsuki
Service.

WCBT Hanamatsuri and Fun Day
West Covina’s Hanamatsuri

Service will be held on Sunday,
April 14, at 10:00 AM. Everyone is
invited to arrive early with flowers
to decorate the Hanamido. There
will be a special performance by the
Dharma school children. We invite
you to come and join us to celebrate
the Buddha'’s birthday and stay for
WCBT annual Fun Day which will
follow.

WCBT Fun Day

WCBT Fun Day will be on
Sunday, April 14, 11:30 AM - 3:00 PM
at the Center Social Hall following
the Hanamatsuri Service. All current
and past WCBT members and their
families are invited for an afternoon
of games, potluck lunch and good
times. We’re asking everyone to
bring finger food to add to the pizzas
which will be provided. There will
also be a special birthday cake for
baby Buddha. Hope to see you there!

GATEWAY Staff

Layout & Editing: Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi,
Hisako Koga, Claudia Haraguchi,
Richard Kagawa

Contributors: Claire Hansen, Michael
Jitosho, Joanie Martinez, Phillip
Underwood

Circulation: Rev. Fred Brenion, Joy
Kitaura

West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission

Statement:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P.O.Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

E-Mail: webtlivingdharma@gmail.com

MARCH BIRTHDAY

Brandon Kawaguchi, Kendra
Kagawa, Brion Martinez,
Edward Miyashiro, Cathy
Nakano, Glen Fujimoto,
Karolyn Fujimoto, Mae Hortie,
Joy Kitaura, Kelley Sakoda,
Kathy Masai, Bob Yamashita,
Danny Iwama, Lee Ezaki,
Karen Ezaki, Andrew Kenji
Ezaki, Claire Hansen, Dick
Koga, Leo Kowalski, Miki
Fukusumi, Tamara Teragawa,
Alyssa Arnheim, Dana Yamada,
Gavin Godoy, John Erickson,
Bruce Whang, Emi Wexler,
Reiko Ikehara-Nelson, Mitsuru
Oshita, Tatsuo Okamura,
Manuel Ortiz, Patricia Endo,
Steve Underwood, Rev. Akira
Miyoshi
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2019 San Luis Obispo Family Retreat
e nettea

Look out the window...

SLO clouds hovering so low.

Inside, Sangha laughs
-Joanie Martinez
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Quote of the Month
| have [earned silence
from the talkative,
toleration from
the intolerant,
and kindness from
the unkind; yet, strange,
| am ungrateful
to those teachers.

-Khalil Gibran

DT, BALEN>TWLSC g

LEBRRTESEMIEARY o

[TWHWETLT,

-O=-—2%A:SET3EH
T9, THLSHEIEIN—Y L—
Mo —AEFR--THVEE
ATLE, mIEEBLI=DT

TEHREFEL DI EITHE T

LTHEIER-TWLET,
HBRIZZLT—#IZEZLT
<NBAE=BIZLDHRE
TWET,

v Z—3A RTHBZE
ERfAMhEnB I ET, £o&%

AT ENTELENDREHN LY
RERYFET,

llEL,L\’Cd'o ) F'J—Hié %
ROVEIHREZEATINE
¥, BEEFRLIILLEDED
BRlZBCT ZENTEET,

U= —&A: CZETREH
(XL TSmd HMEDHHEEMT
9, CLWVEHDHRT, ZZTH@
T EOLEFREL DI LITEN

= A

BN TEEFHA, HATEE—HEIC
MitZ LT, THREBART. L
pRYFLT, EBTTEREIN
FARZDHENEDTY, FTEEE
NoEZLEZUVET, HAKE
DIFEEFEH T B DY Y
—rEWVWDHLELATUNET,

EBEEE DY R — DS

FREETERLATVWEYT, 13
N5, KREZREFREEYIZREIC
RoTK 52 &, BUDEREEDE
B FCERLTND I ERE
T9, FARICHAN—=DHAL
T NBATITH!

A H//// .

23rd Annual Golf Classic
changed it’s day & place!

DATE: Monday, June 3rd, 2019

PLACE Hacienda Country Club in
La Habra Heights

Golf and sponsorship entry forms

X

will be available soon.
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WEST COVINA

HIGASHI HONGAN]I

BUDDHIST TEMPLE

February 21, 2019
Dear Members and Friends,

The West Covina Buddhist Temple and its Board of Directors cordially invites you to
attend the Spring Ohigan Service which will be held on Sunday, March 17, 2019. The schedule
for the service is as follows:

Date: Sunday, March 17, 2019
Time: 4:30 P.M.
Dharma Message: Rev Frederick Brenion

We will be serving Otoki dinner immediately following the service.

Higan, meaning the Other Shore (of enlightenment), is a service is conducted on or
about the vernal and autumnal equinoxes. At these times of the year, we endeavor to
strengthen our commitment of the Buddhist life.
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Nobuko Miyoshi, Minister Johnny Martinez, President
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WEST COVINA BUDDHIST TEMPLE PRESENTS

DANCING ANEW
@ OLDIES LXII (62)"

SATURDAY, March 23, 2019
7:00 to 11:00pm (NEW TIME!)

WCBT/ESGVJCC I
1203 West Puente Ave

West Covina

£ Music by guest HIGH RESOLUTION Wes Furte e

©© Drinks available, must be 21 or over San Bomardino [10) Freeway |

@ Dressy Casual P l West Covina Fashion Plaza L.u

@ For tickets and/or information
Call or Text:
Joanie: (626)300-8947 (calls only)
Lillian: (626)780-9866
or email: lilnish77@gmail.com or
joaniekmartinez@gmail.com

e
§§ NO HEELS ’

=== for Ladies. 4
S D

%ﬂ At the ESGV Japanese Community Center

Irwindale Ave
Vincent Ave

£ Tickets: $20 presale, $25 at the door

Sunset Ave

—
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To 191l Past Ind Current WCBT Members,
Familics and Friegnds

SAVE THE PHATE!

BIRTHPHY PARTY FOR BUBY BUPPHU
(OR SANGHHA ReUNION/FUN PHY)

Join us for an aftgrnoon
Full of Fun, Food and Good Times!

(Following HHanamatsuri Segrvice)

[1:30 a.m. — 3:00 p.n.
West Covina Buaddhist Temple (Social Hall)

1203 West Pugnte ve.,
West Covina, CHH

*Morg information coming regarding food

and the format of the gvent

OB (B (B (@B (@B (B (B (B (B Ar Ar Ar (Bn (Br (Br (B (B (B (B (B (B (B (B
SRS EINSIN SN I SSN SIN SI SIN SI SSP SIN SIP SIR S SN I S S S







March 2019

%

Page 11

T H E G A T E W A Y

SLOY tY—=F

aZ— 2T 4 RA

ASAEBMERFIOY R U — Kk23San
Luis Obispo (SLO) CREfEE S %
L72, MDFE HWIZL DREED
H19OAMERI ) 74 0=T 05
HCTlE AU THED2
& AT DAL N—TONEH
ANZBl o L7274 F7— - Yok
REALENR—7 L — R R—Da
e U &, VA
R e FERARDOBFTAMLEL
oo BILZ VAL A v 7 RF
— K&, ARFISE 785
7= DIIBIBE A o X—DFH AT 4
— 7 I Ea T ONES—= %
SAD24TLT,

Fhh & U CHBEpfie S A & 5
XTCEXZ LT ETHLHY BTN
ZETLEE, mMEAWET T
. B\OrAb - T-BiFEEL S5
ZETETHLARDEETT D
T, HZOHERERHR LAIZL T
F L7, IREERR S SNE 238 0
Z A, BRIV TWVVE L
77 FEAEDOFLTH H OKERIE
%< . LbZFUTHEICTHLR 2
DHBHZ LT, BEOAYE—Y
NI oI A->TEFELE, I
HEDOBEETHGME >T=0ix T
FEODHETHDH L) Z LizaE<
ENRDTHD] EnHEBEEE
Tl FARZENEZ-TYH
EFNEETOEEZITIEDD Z LI
FRicE ChEEL WD & TY, 72¢
ZFME RISz En %t 1k
DTNALEIHCRETWHTH, N
I ClIkk A 7B iRek ), HAR
728V B NIRRTV D DR
b Td, BEEANIZS L
HEDOZENORIT 2o 7- N ThH
AH. ERAITBoLOWE LT,
ZTLTCENDRABIOEFETHD &

ZFIEO LN T L, 720D
ZE. BHERETIHYOEEOR
EALEHRHAZTHY, £DOFEE
THMELTWAZ L2 DHH
A TCHVEST, TOHRZDHHAZ
DIT7=6xZ2F 761 Tl )]
X TAKFE] L LTWEZENTWY
HDTY,

(LBUTFLT- B D NEA BN L
TLNET, T E LA
FDZEITARGIZERDDT-DIZ
1. b o LR 2 S BGE R
ML SbET, FATHH
FELTZ L9 7R3 <ITidfs o
Wit LivEdA, £72037
TIZOBHLOED LY ITERTE 5
N LILERFA, WTHIZLTYH
AR ENE D ORER A S
L CR=BIZ X DRV ESEOZ T
EDERELTINDLDTT,

EEDAvE—D%L 1T
TNIREDT Lz, ETOHFD—>
1T TETOANTBYUNT L0,
ZDNNENTRT/HEIRZTND
DR BT G720 TT ) &
WO HDTLT,

U MU — FoHIEF, SMFIC
BRECLED ST BME RO
X oMNTEBWTHAE LTZD T,
BT LI & x4,

" TYRSA  BERELNDSZE
AELLDTY ., LWOMNRRIZHE
D2TLEIMIMYEREA, F2H
DERLONDRYERFT=LLEED
TWEY,

DI ITATIA: WDOEEL
AIZLTWET, FAfzBITELT
[FARLGICKYE, BRIZESWTH
REBAETRETELDTY,

- A—Z X SA:EEVR A
YUEILADLR S U TERE
AETKZIZBEVWLECENH D
DTY. TNUBREEDEEZ

YouTube TEIMNMETH L >TULVE
Lfz. SEIERIZCEEZRITS
ZENASMDERTI,

Oy XA RAIZEL =L
MN5TY, SIIEERMEELZD
To IN—I L—DT7—"J 1 SAIC
SZABIMEBELAIZLTLVE=D
T. EAHG{THETLT,

" TIARSA  BHEREDEERE
F< =TT,

HWFSAEZLLWDWSTY, B
D TIER WD OAI DR B 12 fil
NBEZETHLWI EZERE
T, TNICEBRBBE-DTHEL
WTIhi,

s TAVISA BBREEDRE
#ELAIZEKFEL, CEHEOR
BEELTEONDAYE—DIC
ETHEMEBSIEONFEL=,

cRTA4—T A DY M)—
FOERNZFHRETRE-NSTY,
BELEDOEAEET=-N>-DT
(TUFT—}F) 6~N=228<)
BF=a1—A
HASGER D B A
HARGEEDO B FIEZEIX3 A
LRGe., HEAEEZHF T3 A
TH OR) FR7TRLVBEHD
Wiz LET,
FREEICL DB EEE
3H17H (H) Ftka4mker XL
DEHOW-LET, 7LT U v
J Tl Uit BHE LT
ERGZTEE U EJ, REREEIC
H IFHETRIELS D <20,
4 ADHEAEEIT4H4H

(R) e 730 BEID W
Li#o




East San Gabriel Valley
Japanese Community Center, Inc.

West Covina Buddhist Temple
1203 W. Puente Avenue, West Covina, CA 91790
P.O. Box 1616, West Covina, CA 91793

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Permit No. 38
Covina, CA 91722

rHE WEST COVINA BUDDHIST TEMPLE

tGATEWAY #

M arch 2 019

March
3 8:30 am Board Meeting
3 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
7 17:00 pm Howakai Japanese Service
10 10:00 am Sunday Service
12 10:00 am Study Class
16 12:00 pm Cherry Blossom Festival
17 4:30 pm Spring Ohigan Service
23 7:00 pm Oldies Dance
24 10:00 am Sunday Service
26 10:00 am Study Class
31 10:00 am Sunday Service

April
4 7:30 pm Howakai Japanese Service
7 8:30 am Board Meeting
7 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
7 1:30 pm LABTF Hanamatsuri
(@Nishi Hongwaniji LA Betsuin)
9 10:00 am Study Class
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