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Rimban Briones from the Nishi Hongwanji Betsuin gave the Dharma message at our recent Hoonko Service on November 18.
The Sangha listened to his thoughtful message on social changes and Buddhism and also enjoyed a delicious otoki provided by Toban C.

Buddhism declares that “All of us
are equally precious” as the universal
truth. This statement seems to be
widely accepted in our society. Some
may even feel that it is so obvious
and nothing special. However, when
we look back on our history this
principle may not have been accurate
all the time.

During Shinran Shonin’s time,
the value of people was determined
by birth and occupation. No one ever
imagined that an aristocrat landown-
er and a peasant or fisherman were
equal. Itis truly remarkable that
Shinran Shonin relied on the teach-
ing of equality which was contrary to
common belief at his time.

Many of us feel fortunate that we
are in the 21* century when equal-
ity is regarded as a virtue. However,

“We Are All Equal”
Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi

our society does not truly reflect this
quality. Achievement of equality for
all, is still a long way off. We some-
times forget and are indifferent to
those who struggle for their dignity.
It is delusional to think that our
society is more advanced than the
time of Shinran Shonin. In actuality,
the problem we have is as critical as it
was during his time.

In Buddhism, our world is called
saha. Sakyamuni Buddha describes
saha as the world where “the strong
vanquish the weak.” Rev. Akira
Yotsutsuji says, “In this place, people
solely depend on power. If you
have power, you can be a center and
rule the place. If you do not, you
are neglected and exploited by the
strong.” In saha world, people adhere
to their own benefit and struggle for

power. Reflecting upon our society,
we realize that we are truly in the
saha world.

What gives you the power might
have varied according to the times.
Birth and occupation gave you
the power as in Shinran Shonin’s
time. Today, the numbers of nuclear
weapons determine the strength of
countries. More so, economic power
is what everyone and every country
is vying for.

Regarding the economy, immi-
grants are often seen as cheap labor.
The strong do not hesitate to use
them to make more profit. There is
no equal relationship and they are
not treated as human beings but just
like tools to use.

The idea of equality is contrary

Please see EQUAL, con’t on page 2
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

Hope all of you had a good
Thanksgiving! This month will
be very busy with mochitsuki and
the Year-end service. The Dharma
School students will give a short
presentation to the Sangha during
the Year-end. We hope you will
enjoy it!

The children experienced a fun
activity during the Hoonko ser-
vice. Mrs. Sato put together a kit
that the students used to make a
Shinran Shonin figure. They were
told about the life of Shinran and
then proceeded with the activ-
ity. They did a good job. Mrs. Sato
even made miniature ojuzus for the
Shinran figures. Thank you Pat!

On November 25 the children
who turned 3, 5, or 7 during 2018
were honored by our temple. They
each received a gift in recognition
of their respective milestone years.

Congratulations to:
3 years old
Jordan Kiyomi Jucksch
Parents: Kendra & Randy
Jucksch
Grandparents: Ruby &
Richard Kagawa

Ollie Reynolds-Hale
Parents: Lauren and Vere
Reymonds-Hale
Grandparents: Hisako &
Dick Koga

5 years old
Riley Logue
Parents: Stacy & Tanner
Logue
Grandmother: Lillian
Nishihara

EQUAL, con't from pg. 1

to the power game. Therefore, even
though many of us know the mean-
ing of equality, we hardly consider
the significance of it in our lives.

Our society undermines the
teaching, “All of us are equally pre-
cious.” And we are so ignorant about
the pains and suffering of others
created by this distraction. It is Bud-
dhism that illuminates this reality as
a serious problem. The teaching of
equality also reminds us that we are
equally responsible to society because
the society has been created by those
who live there, that is, all of us.

Because our society behaves
unlike the teaching of Buddhism, it
is critical that we listen to the teach-
ings of the Buddha. Buddhism is
not to make us feel good or satisfy
our expectation. Instead, Buddhism
awakens us to our problems.

Relying upon the teachings of
equality, we come to realize the
serious issues we face. When this
realization brings us a sense of re-
sponsibility to our own society, our
path would be more clearly defined
to achieve the goal of “All of us are
equally precious.”

Difficulty Level: Easy Peasy

a. Wasan
b. Bando Bushi
c. Goshoki

Buddhism Quiz
Today's Buddhist quiz: Getting back to basics.

1. Hoonko service at Higashi Honganji began around 1294 on the
occasion of Shinran’s 33" Memorial Service. Hoonko is also called

2. Hoonko service at Higashi Honganji in Kyoto is observed annually:

a. For seven days and nights from November 21 -28.
b. On the second Sunday evening in November.
c. For three consecutive days in September.

® O isIomsuy

Evan Louise Yoburn
Grandfather: Phillip
Underwood

7 years old
Jayden Logue
Grandmother: Lillian
Nishihara

Derrick Noguchi
Grandmother: Haruko
Mayeda

Cayla James Yoburn
Grandfather: Phillip

Underwood

Tyler Kobayashi

Parents: Laurie and Bill
Kobayashi

Grandmother: Claire Hansen

Hope to see you on December
9 for mochitsuki and on December
16 for our Year-end service. Have
a wonderful Holiday Season!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen
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The Study Class

The Study Class will meet
on December 11 at 10:00 AM.
Discussions will be based on
selected topics that vary from
week to week. The class usually
meets on the second and fourth
Tuesday of every month. For

more information, please contact
Rev. Miyoshi at (213) 219-6140.

Mochitsuki

WCBT’s annual Mochitsuki
will be held on Sunday,
December 9. The special mochi
rice, which will be passsed out
to Sangha members beforehand,
should be washed and soaked
the night before and brought to
the Temple ready for steaming
at 7:00AM. When the mochi rice
is steamed to perfection it is
ready to be poked and pounded
and eventually shaped into
smooth traditional mochis. Some
are filled with sweet bean an
and others are made into the
traditional New Years symbolic
offering, okasane. Breakfast will
be provided so come and join us
in this annual tradition.

Year-end Service & Oseibo

Our Year-end Service, Oseibo
gift presentation and dinner will
be held on Sunday, December
16 at 4:00 PM. Entertainment
will be provided by the Dharma
School and other members of
the Sangha. This year the Center
kitchen will be under renovation
so we are changing our usual
pot luck dinner for Taqueros
who will provide tacos, beans

& rice. Toban C will provide
salads, desserts and drinks. We
are asking everyone to donate
$5 to offset the cost. If you're
planning to come please contact
Dick Koga at (213) 305-2545 or
dickkoga@gmail.com so we will
know how many tacos we’ll
need.

Please join us for a fun
evening of entertainment and
feasting.

New Years Day Service
A special service to
commemorate the New Year will
be held on Tuesday, January 1,
2019, at 11:00 AM. Please let Rev.
Miyoshi know if you're planning
to attend.

Board Meeting
& Shotsuki Service
The January 2019 board
meeting will be held on Sunday,
January 6 at 8:30 AM followed
by the Shotsuki Service for
January.

Eitaikyo & General Meeting

Eitaikyo will be held on
Sunday, January 13 at 10
AM. followed by the General
Meeting.

A bento lunch will be
provided by presale so please
order your Eitaikyo lunch tickets
by contacting Rev. Miyoshi or
a Toban A member who will
be selling lunch tickets to be
determined. Join us for our
yearly service and enjoy the
delicious bento.
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission

Statement:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P.O.Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

E-Mail: webtlivingdharma@gmail.com

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY

Allison Haraguchi, Kyle
Kagawa, Aki Kamimura, Chris
Nakano, Denise Underwood,
Larry Oshima, Susan Iwama,
Johnny Martinez, Tristan
Miyashiro, Helen Nakawatase,
Sandra Nakano, Jonathan
Ogino, Kristin Dubble, Merry
Jitosho, Jessica Saucedo,
Taylor Saucedo, Katrena
Sakaue, Brandon Kwan, Brett
Miyamoto, Chau Chen, Wesley
Zhao Chen, Julie Griffith,
Jack Wear, Dawn Masai, Sean
Underwood, Richard Kagawa,
Autrina Underwood, Takashi
Takemoto, Michiko Oku,
Stephanie Akune
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The 10th Annual Kiku Crafts & Food Fair turned
out to be our biggest and the most successful one
yet. We had more vendors with a variety of won-
derful creations, we had authors signing books &
doing readings Jrom their books, customers doing
some serious shopping, people enjoying the deli-
cious food and some multi-taskers shopping and
eating at the same time.

Thank you to everyone who came out to support
this fundraiser and invited their friends to come
as well. A special thanks to Dickie Koga and Jen
Higa and the entire kitchen crew for their orga-
nization and hard work, and to the purple Kiku
crew for their support and enthusiasm.
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Shichi-Go-San Service on November 25 recognized Children turning three, five and
seven years old in 2018. Pictured from top left: Tyler Kobayashi; Top right: Jordan and
mother Kendra Jucksch; Lower right: Riley Logue and grandmother Lillian Nishihara;
Lower left: Jaydon Logue with Rev. Miyoshi.
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Support WCHHBT through AmazonSmile

AmazonSmile has the same convenient features as
Amazon.com including Amazon Prime member benefits.

- O @

L |earch or enter web address

m

In your browser, enter smile.amazon.com to get
to the Smile Amazon website.

run dism tool yahoo.com

This logo shows you are

BIE] & Amas oncom: On at the Smile Amazon
- website.
< > O @ This is the name of
the charity you wish e e
NE", | ERESTING FINDS ON AMAZON | to support. :1: .

amazon

West Covina Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple ~

West Covina Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple =

Change Generated by you

Locatio, -West Covina, CA $5.73

.. o of November 17,2017 ho dot
To change the name of the All charities have received H
charity, put your cursor on $62,069,818.82

the word CHANGE and
press Enter.

Your Account » Change Your Charity

Choose one of our spotlight charities

as of August 2017

Your AmazonSmile impact

i _ Boys & Girls Clubs of America

.57, Best Friends Animal Society

Against Malaria Foundation

=S American Cancer Society

- o
sy We help protect people from malaria. We fund anti-malaria nets, @ ORKS
bA;‘GAkhas'x specifically long-lasting insecticidal nets, and work with distribution

rout!l-o.ntloN partners to ensure they are used. We track and report on net use and Eiy  against Malaria Foundation

ar
malaria data

Or pick your own charitable organization:

| charity name or tocation

Type West Covina Higashi and move your
cursor to the Search icon and press enter.

Your Account * Change Your Charity » Search Results

Choose from almost a million charities, schools, and other nonprofits. We will reach out to the organization you select to ensure

it is ready to accept donations from Amazon.

Sorted by: Relevance

west covina higashi

Showing 1-1 of 1 Results

West Covina Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple
About ~

West Covina CA [ Select l

Move your cursor to Select and press Enter. Your
Supporting field should now show West Covina Higashi
Honganji Buddhist Temple.
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Presents
The 2019 Family Retreat:

How Buddhism Enriches My Life
A Dynamic Dialogue with Ree. Unno

Lecturer: Rev. Tetsuo Unno

Date: Feb. 16 (Sat.)~17 (Sun.), 2019
(Presidents’ Day Weekend)
Location: San Luis Obispo Buddhist Temple
6996 Ontario Road
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405
Fee: $45.00/adults; S20/students (including college)
children under 12 are free
Checks payable to: WCHHBT
Mail to: West Covina Buddhist Temple
P.O. Box 1616 West Covina, CA 91793

More Info: (626)689-1040
revnobuko@gmail.com (Rev. Miyoshi) or pishsato@gmail.com (Pat Sato)

‘ e BB

@ About the Lecture
Rev. Unno will explain, with the use of familiar, everyday examples, key terms of Shin Buddhism Shin such as Amida, Faith
(“Shiryin”), Salvation (“Sukui”), Pure Land and Nenbutsu. Following his lecture, the floor will then be open for a free-flowing
discussion, with ample time for Questions and Answers with regard to the explanations that had been put forth at the
beginning of the lecture or any questions about Shin Buddhism.

@ Rev. Tetsuo Unno was born in 1933 in Fukuoka, Japan and raised in the U.S.. He studied at UC Berkeley, Ryukoku Uni-
versity, Tokyo University, and UCLA. He has taught at CSU Northridge and Long Beach in the Department of Religious
Studies. He served as a minister at the Seattle Betsuin, Senshin Buddhist Temple and is currently working part-time at
Pasadena Buddhist Temple. Rev. Unno also works energetically on translations and editorials and participates as a speaker
or a lecturer on Panel Discussions at Religious Conferences at UC campuses (Berkeley, Irvine, etc.), CSU campuses
(Dominguez Hills, Fullerton, etc.), Colleges (Whitman, Smith, etc.) and private institutions (USC, Harvard).

@ The $45.00 fee includes all meals, and there is free lodging available at the temple (though space is limited and you must

bring a sleeping bag); nearby motels are also available.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000060

Name(s):

Number of Attendees: E-mail:
Cell phone*:

*Please provide instead of home/landline number for communications at the retreat.
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Quote of the Month
| have a dream that
my four little children will
one day live in
a nation where
they will not be judged
by the color of their skin,
but by the content
of their character.

-Martin Luther King, )r.
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