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At the recent WCBT Spring Ohigan Service our dear friend Rev. Fred Brenion shared his Dharma message with our Sangha.
Among our invited guests were Bishop Hitoshi Doi, a cabinet member from the Shinshu Otani-ha
along with Revs. Fujita and Suwa from Kyoto and Revs. Hasegawa, Fujii, and Okada from NAD.

“I Alone, am the World-Honored One”

Hanamatsuriisaservicetocelebrate
the birth of Sakyamuni Buddha. On
April 8 the Los Angeles Buddhist
Temple Federation is commemorating
this event at Nishi Hongwanji. This
year’s theme is “I Alone, Am the
Honored One...Means You and Me.”
The birth of Sakyamuni Buddha is
accompanied by many legends. Among
them, one of the most famous stories
is the story of the baby Buddha taking
seven steps, pointing his right hand to
thesky and hislefthand to the earth, and
saying, “Above and below the heavens,
I alone, am the World-Honored One.”

For some people, this might sound
very arrogant, however, that is not
what it meant. When he declared this,
the ‘I’ indicates not only himself but
also each of us. Sakyamuni Buddha
was the one who sought the Truth of

Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi

all human existence and awakened to
it. Throughout Sakyamuni’s spiritual
journey, it was not for his personal
concerns or issues but for all of us in
order to find the true meaning of our
lives. Therefore, this passage talks not
only of Sakyamuni Buddha but also of
every one of us. In other words, this
mythical story teaches us the Truth that
each of us is precious, irreplaceable,
and ultimately valuable just as we are.

Inactuality, when we hearthat“You
are all receiving precious life and are
living at this moment, it clearly shows
usthatourexistenceisirreplaceable and
ultimately precious,” it may notbe that
difficult to agree with it. On the other
hand, it is much more difficult for us
to deeply accept it with our heart and
body and take refuge in it. Rather, we
oftensay that “IthinkIam precious and

proud of myself because...,” and make
every effort to find the words that can
complete this sentence.

For example, to have a high
educational background, towork hard,
or to try to be kind to people, can be
reasons to verify the meaning of your
existence. The Truth always tells us
that nothing is necessary to show
your preciousness, yet we tend to look
for proof to validate our significance.
That is to say, it is us who do not want
to accept the Truth and rather try to
ignore it. Instead of focusing on being
just as we are, we would rather focus
onidealimages of ourselves. We create
allkinds of images that we wanttobe or
we should be, and try to satisfy that the
image. As aresult, as long as we fulfill
the ideal image, we are able to think of

Please see ALONE, con’t on page 4
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

About 2500 years ago, near the
Himalaya Mountains in a grove called
Lumbini, was born a baby who was
named Siddhartha. His mother, Queen
Maya, and the infant were showered
with blossoms and sweet water from
the sky. This little baby became the
Buddha. In our tradition, we honor the
birth of Siddhartha by offering flowers
and sweet tea to commemorate this
happy day, April 8.

The Dharma School children will
honor Prince Siddhartha with birthday
cards that they have fashioned. They
will place the cards near the Hanamido
when offering flowers and sweet
tea. Their cards will be displayed so
that everyone in the Sangha can enjoy
them. The staff asks that parents and/
or grandparents help their children to
make their birthday cards—Thank you!

April 29th will be our WCBT Fun
Day. We hope you can attend service
that Sunday and join in the festivi-
ties. There will be activities planned
and pizza and drinks will be provid-
ed. Please bring finger food to share—
desserts, appetizers, etc.

The Dharma School staff encour-
ages families to bring their children to
Dharma School. We have activities,
stories, and lessons that we would love
to share with our youngsters!

Hope to see all of you at our Hana-
matsuri and the WCBT Fun Day!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

«

WCBT Family &
Friends Fun Day

After Temple Service on Sunday, April 29,
WCBT has planned a Family & Friends Fun Day
from 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM at the Center Social
Hall. All current and past WCBT members and
their families and friends are invited for an
afternoon of games, lunch and good times.
Come meet new members and reacquaint with
past Dharma friends. Activities will be planned
for young and old. See flyer for schedule,
lunch plans and contact information. Hope to
see you there!

IT’S TEE TIME!

providing goodie bags for our golfers, therefore we are asking our
Sangha to donate items to fill these bags. We are expecting 75-80

your donations to Temple on Sunday, May 6th, 2018.

Some of the items we need are:

Granola bars

Nuts

Gum

Mints LT

Crackers |
¥

Cookies

— N N N N N N N

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8) Fruit snacks

9) Pens, hand sanitizer, etc.

10) Golf or non- golf item of your choice

***Please NO CHOCOLATE! (sticky fingers)

on the support of our Sangha.

Gassho,
Golf Committee

>

WCBT will be holding it's 22nd annual golf tournament on Friday, May
11th, 2018 at the Pacific Palms Golf Course (Industry Hills). We will be

golfers, but any quantity of donated items Is appreciated. Please bring

‘

Thank you for your support. The success of our golf tournament relies
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WCBT Hanamatsuri

West Covina’s Hanamatsuri
Service will be held on Sunday,
April 8, at 10:00 am. Everyone is
invited to arrive early with flowers
to decorate the Hanamido. There
will be a special performance by
the Dharma school children and
light refreshments will be served
after the service. We invite you to
come and join us to celebrate the
Buddha’s birthday!

LABTF Hanamatsuri

The Federation Hanamatsuri
Service and will be held on the
April 8 beginning at 1:30 pm at the
Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple in LA. Everyone
is encouraged to attend the LABTF
service after WCBT Hanamatsuri
Service.

The Study Class

The Study Class will meet
on April 10 and 24 at 10:00 am.
Discussions will be based on
selected topics that vary from week
to week. The class usually meets on
the second and fourth Tuesday of
every month. For more information,
please contact Rev. Miyoshi at (213)
219-6140.

WCBT Fun Day

A WCBT Fun Day is being
planned for Sunday, April 29, 11:00
am — 3:00 pm at the Center Social
Hall. All current and past WCBT
members and their families and
friends are invited for an afternoon
of games, lunch and good times so
mark your calendars and save the
date. Hope to see you there!

WCBT 22nd Annual Golf Classic
WCBT will be holding their
22nd Annual Golf Classic on Friday,

May 11, on the Babe Zaharias
Course at Industry Hills Golf Club
at the Pacific Palms Resort in the
City of Industry. Registration begins
at 11:00 am and the tournament will
begin at 1:00 pm.

Entry forms and sponsorship
forms have been mailed to Temple
members. If you are able to help on
the day of the golf tournament or
have any questions, please call Roy
Takemura at (909) 594-3600 (office)
or (909) 973-2580.

For more information see the
article on page 2.

Mother’s Day Service
A Mother’s Day family service
will be held on May 13, at 10:00 am.
A special tribute to all mothers will
be presented so please attend this
special service.

Tanjo-e & Hatsumairi

The Tanjo-e and Hatsumairi
(new baby) Service will be held on
May 20 at 10:00 am. There will be a
special ceremony to acknowledge
new additions to our Sangha. Please
contact Rev. Miyoshi if you or your
family member has had a new baby
in the last year.
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission

Statement:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P.O.Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

E-Mail: webtlivingdharma@gmail.com

S ¢
d v

® “~Pry @
SIRTHOP
{ }

- ~e

APRIL

Kevin Kawawata, Tyler Koji
Isaksen, Susan Oshima, Lauren
Miyake, Randy Maekawa, Nancy
Maekawa, Jacob Kato, Adriana
Kochi, Kellie Komoda, Kristen
Hiranaka, Tammy Lespron, Yaeko
Davis, Phillip Underwood, Lexi
Shams, Maria Whang, Yuechen
Zhau, Mario Alberto Gonzalez,
Shakyamuni Buddha
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ALONE, con't from pg. 1
ourselves as precious or valuable.

Unfortunately, however, there is
no guarantee that we are always able
to follow those images that we create
of ourselves. A person who makes
a healthy body a criterion to prove
himself/herself could become very ill.
Another person whose ideal image
is to be productive in society would
eventually become older, making it
harder and harder to fulfill the image.
As aresult, when we cannot satisfy our
imagesas we desire, nothingbut despair
is left. Therefore, unable to validate
ourselves, we no longer feel that our
existence is precious and significant
anymore. In other words, when we
lose things to be relied on to prove the
meaning of our existence, we cannot
help but be disappointed in ourselves
and cannot find any hope for ourselves.

Conversely, to deeply accept our
original preciousness with our heart
and body, and to take refuge in it,
will guarantee that we will never be
disappointed in ourselves. “Just as we
are” may be far from any image that we
want to be or should be. However, no
matter who you are, or what happens,
the Truth about our preciousness will
never waver. Nothing can destroy this
Truth. As a result, realizing our own
preciousness just as we are, we will
never be disappointed, or abandon
ourselves. This is the moment when
we are finally able to believe in the
importance of our life.

Moreover, those who come to
realize their own invaluable existence
are able to realize the invaluable
preciousness of each single life, of all
sentient beings. When each of us can
declare that, “I alone, am the World-
Honored One,” simultaneously, we
become aware of the countless number
of voices from all sentient beings also
saying, “Ialone, am the World-Honored
One.” Therefore, the Truth revealstous
that the lives of all living beings are as
equally precious asmy life. Being aware
of the Truth, we also come to sense that

each of usis connected with all sentient
beings in respect to receiving precious
life and living at this moment. This is
the world of warera, “we” or “us” for
Shinran Shonin, and the true meaning
of “I” in Sakyamuni’s words.

Here, I would like to introduce
my favorite poet, Tomihiro Hoshino,
because his poetry and paintings clearly
show us such a world. One such poem
is entitled “Licorice.”

Once I saw a weed
Waving in the wind
I felt its weakness
Today I see a weed
Waving in the wind
I realize its strength

Hoshino is completely paralyzed
from his neck down due to a terrible
accident when he was a gymnastic
teacher. In the hospital, he started to
write and draw holding a pen in his
mouth. A museum for his works was
established in 1991, and today many
people visit there and are inspired by
his poetry and paintings.

However, heisspecial and precious
not because he can paint and write
beautiful poetry holding a pen with
his mouth, or because his works move
our heart. Rather, itis him who became
aware of his own preciousness and
great joy in living at this moment.
He is paralyzed and needs help from
others for his everyday living. Yet,
his health condition does not cause
any doubt and negation about the
preciousness of his life. Moreover,
such awareness lets him realize the
invaluable existence of all living beings
that surround him. The world of true
equality, and the deep connection with
all sentient being, that is, the world of
“warera” according to Shinran Shonin, is
revealed in him. It must be this world
that becomes his strength and enables
him to write inspirational poetry and
create beautiful paintings. When we
are touched by his work, I believe that
they show us this world. This means

that, through Hoshino’s poetry and
paintings, Shinran Shonin’s words,
and Sakyamuni’s life, each of us are
also deeply inspired to encounter this
unlimited and boundless world.
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Sering Ohigan & Oldies Pics

o

Rev. Fred Brenion spoke at our Spring Ohigan Service where
we were joined by special guests from the Honzan and
Betsuin. They were served delicate cups of tea by Yukiko
Kowacs. The special otoki that followed was highlighted
with an amazing presentation of kamaboko created by
Denise Underwood. A special thanks to Toban C!

Oldies 59 was another fun-filled evening of great music,
“groovy” dancing, some imbibing & lots of laughter.
The Sangha members who work behind the scenes
always seem to have as much fun as the dancers who
come for a good time.
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— 11:30 am

11:530 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. — 2:00 p.m.

Finger Food Potluck lsunch

11:00 a.m.
Pat dato 626-826-7386 pishsato@gmail.com

dunday, (pril 29, 2018

10:00 a.m — 11:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Shareg Your Favorite

Pupus/Tapas/HAppetizers/Pesserts/Your choieg
1203 West Puegnte dAve. West Covina

Calling 1711l Currgnt and Past WCBT
You arg all invited to join us for
an afternoon of Games,
Potluck banch and Good Times!

Pizza and Prinks will bg provided

Hdetivity/docial Hour: 2:00 p.m. — 3:00 p.m.
West Covina Buddhist Temple
(docial Hall)

dnacks/Mingle:

Hetivitigs:

WCBT FHIMILY & Frien®s FUN PAY
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For Morg Information Contact:

Pate:
derviece:

Fun & Food:
Place:
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HIGASHI HONGANJI NORTH AMERICA DISTRICT

2018
Southern CGalifornia Local Dobo Retreat

We wish to invite you to attend the 2018 Southern California Local Dobo Retreat of
the Higashi Honganji North America District. The lecture and discussion sessions
will be given separately in English and Japanese. The theme for this year’s English
group is “Questions, Creating Our Journeys: Explorations that Lead to the Buddhist
Path.” To register, please send the application form below to your local temple.

K Date

Saturday, April 14, 2018
Time
9:30 am — 4:00 pm
Speaker—English Group
Rev. Frederick Brenion (Los Angeles Betsuin)

Speaker—Japanese Group
§ Rev. Akinori Imai (North America District)

Location
Higashi Honganji Los Angeles Betsuin
505 East Third Street, Los Angeles, California 90013
Phone: (213) 626-4200

Fee
$12.00 (Lunch included)
Please make your check payable to
\ Higashi Honganji North America District.

If you have any questions, please contact your local temple or the district office at:

Higashi Honganji North America District Office
505 E. 3rd St., Los Angeles, California 90013
Phone:(213) 621-4064 / Email: northamerica@higashihonganiji.org

I would like to participate in the SoCal Dobo Local Retreat (English Group).

Name Phone # or email

Fill out the form below and send it to your temple by April 7 (Sat).




Page 8 @ April 2018

Buddhism Quiz

Today's Buddhist quiz: Happy
Hanamatsur:i!

This will be Frank Tanji's
last treasurer’s report for
o Gateway.

Our dear Sangha member
has retired from his
position after many years
of dedicated service to our

Difficulty Level: It's not Rocket
Science!

1. Hanamatsuri celebrates the

oo eEs o OSSOSO ®
L ¥Fe L

Iy birth of
* WCHHBT. a. Siddharta Gautama
o We extend to him our b. Shinran

c.  Shakyamuni Buddha

“N heartfelt gratitude and
: d. Amida Buddha

appreciation.

[

2. Hanamatsuri always falls on
a. The first Sunday in April
b. The first Sunday after
the full moon that
occurs after the Spring

Ohigan
c. April8
d. Aprill
20 2 © SIOMSUY
Quote of the Month

There are two great days
in a person’s life -
the day we are born
and the day
we discover why.

-William Barclay
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