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The annual WCHHBT Halloween celebrations brought our the Dodger Replacement Team

who had a ball playing games and taking home bags of sweets.

My Reflections on the MLB World Series

I cannot remember watching a
MLB (Major League Baseball) World
Series as exciting and emotional as the
2017 series. As a Dodger fan since they
moved from Brooklyn to Los Angeles
back in 1958, I am truly disappointed
that the Los Angeles Dodgers are not
the 2017 World Champions of MLB.
However, as a baseball fan this was a
great series. It was full of exciting plays
both offensively and defensively.

Game one was a great start for
the Dodgers with Clayton Kershaw as
the starting pitcher and Chris Taylor
hitting a home run on the first pitch
delivered to him. The Dodgers went on
to win 3 to 1 and for us Dodger fans a
very encouraging start.

Game two was a different story
with a 7 to 6 loss. Despite the loss it
was filled with excitement. In the top of
the 9th inning, Kenly Jansen, Dodgers
ace closer, gave up a tying home run

Roy Takemura
WCBT Member

for the Astros. In the 10th the Astros
go up by 2 but the Dodgers come back
with 2 runs to tie the game only to lose
by 1 run in the 11th.

Yu Darvish was the starting pitcher
for the Dodgers in game three but only
went 1 2/3 innings with an Astros 5 to
3 win to go 2 games to 1 for the series.

The Dodgers had a convincing 6
to 2 win in game 4 to tie the series. At
this point I felt good that the team I had
been rooting for for the past 59 years
would go all the way.

Game 5 started great for the Dodg-
ers scoring 3 runs in the 1st inning. We
are going all the way! But, this slug fest
game ended with another Astros 13 to
12 win. The Astros needed only one
win to clinch the title, but hopes were
not gone as the series returned to Los
Angeles for games 6 and 7.

Back in Los Angeles, game 6 was a
must win for the Dodgers. The Astros

scored first but the Dodgers came back
with a 3-1 win lifting my hopes for a
World Series title. This tied the series 3
games each with game 7 to decide the
series winner. [ was feeling really good!
In game 7 the Astros scored 2 runs
in the 1st and 3 in the 2nd. This did not
look good for the home team, but for
those who follow the game know that a
game is not over until the last out or as
the saying goes “it ain’t over “til the fat

Please see MLB, con’t on page 7

Tempie Event Highlights:
-Dec.10 Mochitsuki

-Dec. 17 Year-end Service
-Jan.1New Year's Service
<Jan. 7 Shotsuki Service
-Jan. 14 Eitaikyo/Gen. Mtg
-Please See Temple News
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

Hope you all had a good and de-
licious Thanksgiving! The Dharma
children who attended the Hoonko
service had a lesson that included
an introduction to Shinran Shonin
and a Thanksgiving activity. They
colored a picture of Shinran, con-
structed a turkey, and had a book
about thankfulness read to them--
the children were busy!

We celebrated the shichi-go-san
with eight children this year. They
were honored and presented with
a gift commemorating the achieve-
ment of their respective ages. It was
wonderful to see so many children.
After the presentation, the students
were treated to a story from the
Jakarta Tales anthology. We hope
to see more of you every Sunday!

Coming up is Mochitsuki on
December 10 and Year-end on
December 17.
Dharma School
will have a mini-
"performance”
for the Year-end.
Looking forward
to seeing all of you
at the up-coming
events!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

This year’s 7-5-3
Children’s Day
celebration introduced
us to seven little ones
along with their proud
parents.

Statement by West Covina Buddhist Temple
on the Rohingya Persecution in Myanmar

November 1, 2017

Myanmar, a Buddhist majority country, is committing serious human rights viola-
tions. Its military is escalating violence on the Rohingya Muslims, a religious minor-
ity in the country. Some Buddhist leaders are actively involved in this persecution,
helping to create an anti-Islamic nationalist movement among its people. This attack
has drawn criticism from various quarters including the United Nations, the human
rights group Amnesty International, Bangladesh, and Malaysia. It is painful to see
that many Buddhists in Myanmar, who have struggled for democracy themselves, are
now disregarding human dignity.

As Buddhists, we deeply condemn the inhumane treatment and violence inflicted
upon the Rohingya Muslims. Our Buddhist Teachings would never allow us to jus-
tify our action of mistreatment of any persons for any reason. However, this reveals
the serious problem we all have...we always try to justify our actions, and often use
our religion to do so. Buddhism and Buddhists are no exceptions.

The heart of all religion should be deeply rooted in compassion. Religion should
aspire to work for the equality and the peaceful coexistence of all living things. We
do not approve of the persecution of the Rohingya Muslims. As Buddhists, we seek
to find commonality with people of different faiths and ethnicities. We believe in and
should be practicing respectful relationships.

December 2017
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The Study Class

The Study Class will meet on
December 12 at 10:00 AM. Discussions
will be based on selected topics that
vary from week to week. The class
usually meets on the second and
fourth Tuesday of every month. For
more information, please contact Rev.
Miyoshi at (213) 219-6140.

Mochitsuki

WCBT’s annual Mochitsuki will
be held on Sunday, December 10.
The special mochi rice, which will
be passsed out to Sangha members
beforehand, should be washed and
soaked the night before and brought
to the Temple ready for steaming
at 7:00AM. When the mochi rice is
steamed to perfection it is ready to be
poked and pounded and eventually
shaped into smooth traditional mochis.
Some are filled with sweet bean an and
others are made into the traditional
New Years symbolic offering, okasane.
Come and join us in this annual
tradition.

Year-end Service & Oseibo
Our Year-end Service, Oseibo gift

presentation and potluck dinner will
be held on Sunday, December 17 at 4:00
PM. Entertainment will be provided by
the Dharma School and other members
of the Sangha. If you have a talent
you’d like to share, please contact Rev.

Miyoshi.

The potluck assignments are as
follows: If your last name begins with
A-K, please bring a main dish and a
salad; L-N, bring a main dish and rice
dish; O-Y, bring a main dish and a
dessert.

Please join us for a fun evening
of entertainment and feasting on the
delicious potluck spread from the West
Covina Temple members.

New Year’s Day Service
A special service to commemorate
the New Year will be held on Monday,
January 1, 2018, at 11:00 AM. Please let
Rev. Miyoshi know if you're planning
to attend.

Board Meeting & Shotsuki Service
The January 2018 board meeting
will be held on Sunday, January 7 at
8:30 AM followed by the Shotsuki
Service for January.

Eitaikyo & General Meeting

Eitaikyo will be held on Sunday,
January 14 at 10 AM followed by the
General Meeting.

A bento lunch will be provided by
presale so please order your Eitaikyo
lunch tickets by contacting Rev.
Miyoshi or a Toban C member who will
be selling lunch tickets for $15. Join us
for our yearly service and enjoy the
delicious bento.

Rev. Patti Usuki from the San Fernando Valley Buddhist Temple was the guest speaker at
our November Hoonko Service. Young Rev. Fujii and our dear friend Rev. Brenion
also participated in our memorial service to Shinran Shonin.

GATEWAY Staff

Layout & Editing: Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi,
Hisako Koga, Claudia Haraguchi,
Richard Kagawa

Contributors: Rev. Fred Brenion, Claire
Hansen, Merry Jitosho, Michael Jito-
sho, Joanie Martinez, Phillip Under-
wood

Circulation: Joy Kitaura

West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission State-

ment:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple

P. O. Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040
Website: www.livingdharma.org
Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

le

E-Mail: wcbtlivingdharma@gmail.com

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY

Allison Haraguchi, Kyle Kagawa, Aki
Kamimura, Chris Nakano, Denise
Underwood, Larry Oshima, Susan
Iwama, Johnny Martinez, Tristan
Miyashiro, Helen Nakawatase, Sandra
Nakano, Jonathan Ogino, Kristin
Dubble, Merry Jitosho, Jessica Saucedo,
Taylor Saucedo, Katrena Sakaue,
Brandon Kwan, Brett Miyamoto,

Chau Chen, Wesley Zhao Chen, Julie
Griffith, Jack Wear, Dawn Masai, Sean
Underwood, Richard Kagawa, Autrina
Underwood, Takashi Takemoto, Michiko
Oku, Stephanie Akune
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Kiku Crafts & Food Fair 2017!

Thanks to the support and hard work of the
WCBT Sangha our 9th Annual Kiku Crafts &
Food Fair was a wonderful success! We had a
great crowd and a line for food throughout the
day. Some new vendors and our regular vendors
provided the shoppers with sometimg for ev-
eryone. And the line forfood says all you need
to know about the “yumminess” of our menu.
Add raffle prizes and trivia questions into the
mix and it all added up to a great time!
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Support WCHHBT through AmazonSmile

AmazonSmile has the same convenient features as
Amazon.com including Amazon Prime member benefits.

- O @

}3 be-sr-_h or enter web address

In your browser, enter smile.amazon.com to get
to the Smile Amazon website.

run dism tool yahoo.com

This logo shows you are
e . a o 2t the Smile Amazon
A | maz Jn.com: nl website_

< > O w This is the name of
the charity you wish e —
w 4 NEMUL ERESTING FINDS ON AMAZON | to support. -

amazon

West Covina Higashi }w«;aml Buddhist Temple ~

West Covina Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple

Change Generated by you

Locatio, - Vest Covina, CA $s.73

P - as of November 17, 2017 h O dot
To change the name of the All charities have received H
charity, put your cursor on $62,069,818.82
the word CHANGE and gk catin S
PI"QSS Enter. Your AmazonSmile impact

Your Account » Change Your Charity

Choose one of our spotlight charities

@

_& _ Boys & Girls Clubs of America
.57, Best Friends Animal Society
: T ' - American Cancer Socie
Against Malaria Foundation B
We help protect people from malaria. We fund anti-malaria nets, @
specifically long-lasting insecticidal nets, and work with distribution

partners to ensure they are used. We track and report on net use and
malaria data

ORKS

AGAINST
MA 1A,

LA
FOUNDATION

——
55y against Malaria Foundation

rrn

Or pick your own charitable organization:

| enarity name or tocation

Type West Covina Higashi and move your
cursor to the Search icon and press enter.

Your Account » Change Your Charity » Search Results

Choose from almost a million charities, schools, and other nonprofits. We will reach out to the organization you select to ensure

it is ready to accept donations from Amazon.

Sorted by: Relevance

west covina higashi

Showing 1-1 of 1 Results

West Covina Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple
About ~

West Covina CA [ Select |

Move your cursor to Select and press Enter. Your
Supporting field should now show West Covina Higashi
Honganji Buddhist Temple.
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Presents

The 2018 Family Retreat:
Diversity and Me

Lecturer: Rev. Jon Turner
Date: Feb. 17 (Sat.)~18 (Sun.), 2018
(Presidents’ Day Weekend)
Location: San Luis Obispo Buddhist Temple
6996 Ontario Road
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405
Fee: $35.00/adults; discounted fees for children
Checks payable to: WCHHBT
Mail to: West Covina Buddhist Temple
P.O. Box 1616 West Covina, CA 91793

More Info: (626)689-1040
revnobuko@gmail.com (Rev. Miyoshi) or pishsato@gmail.com (Pat Sato)

@ Fallacies of Othering
No-Self is one of the main teachings of Buddhism. Through self-reflection, we can discover that the Self does not
actually exist in any concrete or substantial way. Rather the Self is a construction within our own minds. In-
cluded in this process is the creation of the Other. The Self and Other both arise simultaneously in relation to one
another — this process is mutually re-enforcing. During this retreat, we will attempt to also deconstruct the Other
by examining the fallacies used to sustain it. Thus, showing that it too does not actually exist in any meaningful
way though its effects can also be profoundly damaging.

@ Rev. Jon Turner is a full-time minister at the Orange County Buddhist Church. He graduated from UCLA with
a BS in mathematics and a MS in computer science, and has been employed as a computer programmer for over
30 years. He later earned a MA in Buddhist Studies from the Institute of Buddhist Studies in Berkeley. He

was fully ordained as a Kyoshi minister in 2012. Rev. Jon currently leads services, writes essays and teaches at

OCBC.
@ The $35.00 fee includes all meals, and there is free lodging available at the temple (though space is limited and

you must bring a sleeping bag); nearby motels are also available.

Name(s):

Number of Attendees: E-mail:

Cell phone*:

*Please provide instead of home/landline number for communications at the retreat.
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MLB, con't from pg. 1

lady sings.” Well, the game ended with
a5 to 1 win and the 2017 MLB World
Series title went to the Houston Astros.
What a heartbreaker but congratula-
tions to the Astros.

Now that the series is over, Dodger
fans are going to speculate the “if
onlys. ”If only manager Dave Roberts
had started Kershaw instead of Darvish
in game 7. If only Jansen didn’t give
up the tying home run in the 9th inning
leading to an Astros win in game 2 or
hitting a batter, walking the next and
giving up a winning single in game
5.1f only the top four Dodger batters
were able to hit like they did during the
regular season instead batting below or
near the Mendoza Line. (The Mendoza
Line, batting average .200, is an expres-
sion deriving from shortstop Mario
Mendoza, whose poor batting aver-
age is taken to define the threshold of
incompetent hitting.)

I did not write this article, although
I did recap the series, to create a sports
section for the Gateway. There were

What he had done today isn’t right, but
I believe we should put our effort into
learning rather than to accuse him. If
we can take something from this, that is
a giant step for mankind. Since we are
living in such a wonderful world, let’s
stay positive and move forward instead
of focusing on anger. I'm counting on
everyone’s big love”.

Yu Darvish’s initial reaction may or
may not have been the same as mine.
Nonetheless he demonstrated true
compassion toward Gurriel and that
we all should be understanding and
compassionate to each other instead of
showing anger and pointing that accus-
ing finger.

During a Dharma message, which
minister I cannot recall, said we can
all obtain enlightenment and that it
may come and go. Yu Darvish for that
moment, I believe, obtained enlighten-
ment.

many highs and lows throughout the ‘

series. With the highs came happiness
and jubilation and with the lows sad-
ness and sometimes anger. The unfa-
vorable outcome for all Dodger fans
will surface the blames and “if onlys”.
As fans, when the dust settles we must
accept the final outcome.

The highlight of this World Series
for me did not come during any of
the games. It did precipitate in game
3 when Yuli Gurriel hit a home run
off Dodger pitcher Yu Darvish (father
is Persian and mother is Japanese).
After Gurriel touched home plate and
returned to the Astros dugout he made
a racially insensitive gesture by stretch-
ing the side of his eyes and mouthing
in Spanish “Chinito” which means
Little Chinese Boy. His gesture really
angered me to the point I started yell-
ing using words for certain the Gate-
way staff will omit.

After the game Darvish was asked
about this incident and he stated:
“Acting like that....is disrespectful to
people around the world. No one is
perfect. That includes both you and 1.
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Buddhism Quiz

Today's Buddhist quiz asks about the Higashi Honganji com-

plex in Kyoto

Difficulty Level: Easy, Easy, Oh, So Easy

1. The Higashi Honganji complex in Kyoto officially known as Shinshu
Honbyo and unofficially referred to as our Shinshu headquarters has

two major pavilions. They are:

a. Shinshu Pavilion and the Founder’s Pavilion
b. Founder’s Hall and Amida Hall

c. Otani Hall and the Amida Pavilion

d. Shinran’s Hall and the Pure Land Pavilion

2. The image of our founder Shinran Shonin is enshrined in

a. the Shinshu Pavilion
b. the Amida Hall

c. the Pure Land Pavilion
d. the Founder’s Hall

P ‘q :smomsuy

December 2017

Quote of the Month
Right now,
when we’re hearing
so much disturbing and
hateful rhetoric,
1t 15 so important
to remember that
our diversity has been -
and will always be -
our greatest source of
strength and pride here in
the United States.
—Miichelle Obama
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December
3 8:30 am Board Meeting
3 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
Bodhi Day Service
7 7:00 pm Howakai Year-end Service
10 7:00 am Mochitsuki
12 10:00 am Study Class
17 4:00 pm Year-end Service

January 2018
1 11:00 am New Year's Day Service
4 7:00 pm Howakai Japanese Service
7 8:30 am Board Meeting
7 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
9 10:00 am Study Class

14 10:00 am Eitaikyo Service/General Meeting

21 10:00 am Sunday Service
23 10:00 am Study Class
28 10:00 am Sunday Service
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