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A nice turn out ‘Zif Sangha members came out to listen to Rev. Sekiya’s Dharma talk where she recounted her own
become a Buddhist minister at last Sunday’s Ohigan Service.
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journey that brought her to

e service was followed by a delicious pasta dinner prepared by Toban A.

Our Differences - Do They Matter?

Good Morning,

You may find this hard to believe
but we’re all different. I'm differ-
ent from you and you're all different
from one another. Actually that’s not
really news but when we come here
to listen to the Dharma I think the
feeling is that we're all alike. Even
I feel that way and I'm maybe the
most different. I don’t think about it
that often, it usually takes others to
point it out to me. Of all of the things
that I may say about myself, when I
tell people that I am Buddhist, that I
attend this temple, and /or that I have
my Homyo, ‘Shaku Kyo Gu’, the
reaction is somewhere between disbe-
lief and “there must be some kind of
misunderstanding”.

Now, not trying to be too criti-

Phillip Underwood
WCBT Member

cal or over generalizing, but the
questions and comments that follow
broadly depend on the race or reli-
gion of the person asking the ques-

tions or trying to “straighten me out”.

African Americans seem to be just

a little condescending, and almost
take pity because we all know that
Buddhists worship idols, right? And
Asians try to scrutinize me and figure
out exactly what type of Buddhist I
am, as they start throwing out terms
for different types of practices to try
to confuse me, I guess. Maybe by
doing that, they can prove to me that
I'm not really Buddhist, but some
offshoot that just seems like what a
Buddhist might be. And believe it or
not, Whites usually have the least to
say!

For my part, I answer a couple
of questions and then I either lose
interest or just get pissed and shut
the conversation down because why
I'm here really is none of their busi-
ness. And even if it was, I'm not
exactly sure what circumstances
were in play that led me here, to this
place, at this time of my life. Does
it matter? I don’t think so. I think
of a lot of things but don’t act on all
of them. What's important is that I
feel that I'm in the right place, at the
right time in my life, for me. Roy
Takemura had been my optometrist
for well over twenty years and I had
no idea that he was Buddhist until
the Sunday three and a half years ago
that we encountered each other in the

Please see DIFFERENCES, con’t on page 2
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Much of the western United
States has recently experienced
an extended period of dangerously
hot days. At the same time, deadly
and huge hurricanes have inundat-
ed much of the Caribbean, Texas,
and Florida leaving a tremendous
amount of damage. Global warm-
ing is causing climate change
which is affecting most of our
world. These real world events are
examples of the Buddhist concepts
of change and the interconnection
among living things and the physi-
cal environment.

The Dharma School staff will be
working with our students to help
them become aware of these con-
cepts using our changing climate
an example. We will be developing
activities to help reinforce these
ideas.

| found some proverbs about
the Earth from Native Indian
tribes. Please share them with your
children in preparation for their les-
sons:

1. “The frog does not drink up the
pond in which he lives.” (Sioux)

2. “Take only what you need

and leave the land as you found

it.” (Arapaho)

3. “Listen to the voice of nature, for
it holds treasures for you.” (Huron)

Sunday, October 29th will be
our Halloween party. Please come
to service and enjoy our festivities!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen
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parking lot outside. In fact, until that
day, I had no idea that I had ever met
a Buddhist in my life. Maybe that’s
because, of all the major religions that
I'm aware of, Buddhist’s seem to be
the most low key and least demon-
strative.

Getting back to the differences
part, we're all here today just like
any other Sunday, gathering together
around the common tenets of com-
passion, enlightenment, the suffer-
ing that our minds’ create, the Three
Treasures, The Golden Chain and so
on. Again, I'm the rookie here and
I have a lot to learn but I know that
we all apply the practices in our own
unique ways. Some of us approach
life in sweet gentle ways while others
might nudge their way along a little
more forcefully. Some of us can be
pushy and a few of us cut and dry, di-
rect and to the point...in other words
“in your face”. All different ways
of dealing with what life presents
us, and yet, all embracing the teach-
ings of the Pure Land School which
teaches that we are already enlight-
ened whether we know it or not.

All life is a journey and there are
no standard rules to navigate our
way. We do the best we can. We live
and learn if we’re lucky. I'm grate-
ful for every smooth path and every
bump in the road and I try to learn
from everything that goes right and
everything that goes wrong. That
principle was my North Star long be-
fore I found this temple, but it means
more to me today than it has at any
time in my life. I used to demand
that of my crews at fire stations under
my command long before I entered
this temple!! “We are going to learn
from everything that goes right and
everything that goes wrong. That
is the only way we’re going to im-
prove.” Irepeat that because, of all
the acts of faith that bring us together,
that one might be the biggest one.

We are allowed and required to em-

brace all that goes right and all that
goes wrong.
Some of you were born into this
Sangha. Others maybe married
into it, but me, I walked in. Today
I would have trouble telling you
exactly how that came about but it
has been worth it. It's part of my
journey and maybe the journey has
just begun or maybe it’s about to end,
there’s no way to tell. It's my journey
alone and for that I'm grateful.
Thank you very much.

Quote of the Month
A good leader
can engage in a debate
frankly and thoroughly,
knowing that at the end
he and the other side
must be closer,
and thus emerge stronger.
You don’t have that idea
when you are arrogant,
superficial, and uninformed.

-Nelson Mandela
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Fall Study Center Lecture Series

West Covina Buddhist Study Center
& Dharma Seeds Program presents
their Fall Lecture Series “Islam Today
— Fact and Fiction” with special
speaker Logan Siler. The series will be
held on three consecutive Mondays,
October 2, 9 & 16, from 7:30 — 9:00 PM
at the Center in room 3. Please see
page 4 for more details.

Akimatsuri

The ESGVJCC Akimatsuri will be
on Saturday, October 7, from 12:00-
8:00 PM and WCBT will be in charge
of the Teriyaki Barbecue. Sign-up
sheet will be out for your signatures
at upcoming services so please find a
time when you can help.

We’d like to see everyone come
out and support the Temple and the
Center.

The Study Class

The Study Class will meet on
October 10 and 24 at 10:00 AM.
Discussions will be based on selected
topics that vary from week to week.
The class meets on the second and
fourth Tuesday of every month. For
more information, please contact Rev.
Miyoshi at (213) 219-6140.

Halloween

Our annual Halloween party will
follow the Sunday Service on October
29. There will be lots of fun and
games and prizes so come dressed
in your favorite costumes and get in
the Halloween spirit! There will be
refreshments for everyone so join us
in the fun!

Kiku Crafts & Food Fair
WCBT will sponsor our 9th Annual

Kiku Crafts & Food Fair on Sunday,
November 5, from 10 AM-3 PM.
Asian inspired crafts, clothing,
jewelry, giftware, ceramics, original
artwork (with several new and
exciting vendors) and lots of delicious
food will be offered for sale and
consumptions. Each vendor will be

handling their own sales and not all
take credit cards so come prepared.
WCBT members are welcome to shop
early from 9:30 AM. Come for some
holiday shopping. Stay for the fun
and food!

For more information or if you can
help, please contact Hisako Koga 951-

818-8740 or hskoga@gmail.com.

November Shotsuki Service &
Board Meeting
November Board Meeting will be
held on November 12 at 8:30 AM
followed by the Shotsuki Service at
10 AM.

Ho-on-ko Service

Our Ho-on-ko Service (a memorial
service for Shinran Shonin) will be
held on Sunday, November 19 at 4:30
PM. Our special guest speaker will be
Rev. Patti Usuki from San Fernando
Valley Buddhist Temple. Please join
us as we welcome Rev. Usuki and
stay for the complimentary Otoki
dinner that will follow the service.

7-5-3 Service

7-5-3 or Shichi-go-san Service will
be held on Sunday, November 26
at 10 AM. This special service is to
recognize anyone who has reached
the age of three, five or seven this
year. Please inform Rev. Miyoshi if
you have a family member or know
of someone who will be the perfect
age for this service.

OCTOBER

Ethan Ezaki, Keﬂy Yamashita,
Sachi Ena, Traci Takemura,
Glenn Nakatani, Diane Hata,
Jane Earley, Kimio Earley, Miyo
Takahashi, Erik Akuna, Melissa
Kozono, Lauren Yanase, Mitsue
Oshita, Yukiko Kovacs, Yukiko
Tsuruda, Tewlyn R. Underwood,
Koa DeLeon, Chase Logue, Daren
Godoy, Linda Nafarrete, Amelie

Kagawa
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission State-

ment:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P. O. Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

E-Mail: webtlivingdharma@gmail.com

SEPTEMBER

Dean Hata, Marc-Mitchell
Miyashiro, Callen & Kimberley
Kitaura, Stephanie Jitosho-
Gonzalez, Lindsay Ogino (Fiske),
Ted Kato, George Tamayose,
Oliver Reynolds-Hale, Evan
Louise Yoburn, Cathy Nakano,
Roy Takemura, Kevin Kuwahara,
Brian Takahashi, Andrea
Lespron, Catay Nakano, Toyomi
Nakakihara, Leanne Komada,
Erika Oshiro, Mei-Ling Chen,
Edward Chen, Toshi Ikehara, Rev.
Etsuko Miyoshi, Yasmine Whang
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The West Covina B:Jgddhist Study Center

Dharma Seeds Program Present:

“Islam Today - Fact and Fiction”
Speaker: Mr. Logan Siler

Date: Mondays, October 2,9 & 16,2017
Time: 7:30 pm~9:00 pm
Place: East San Gabriel Valley Japanese
Community Center, Room 3
1203 West Puente Ave.
West Covina, CA 91790
Fee: $30.00*%
Info: (626) 689-1040
wcbt.livingdharma@gmail.com

About this lecture series:

In this lecture series we will have an opportunity to study the Islamic faith. Islam is, at once, one of
the great religions followed by millions of faithful worshipers, making it one of the most beloved and
widely practiced faiths in the world. At the same time it is one of the least understood and, in today’s
atmosphere, one of the most feared and disliked religions, often blamed for causing harm and injury
to innocent people and non-believers. How can this be? How can a religion based in peace seem-
ingly be used as a motive to bring injury and harm to others? Please join us for a three-part lecture
series that will highlight the beauty and wonder of Islam and attempt to address many other issues
surrounding one of the world’s great religious practices frankly and compassionately.

About the lecturer:

Logan Siler grew up in Fresno, CA. He holds a BA in World History from San Francisco State Uni-
versity and is currently earning his MA in Islamic Education from Bayan Claremont. He became an
activist at 17 and over the past 14 years has worked with Food Not Bombs, co-founded the Collective
for Arts Freedom and Ecology (an activist space in Fresno), and has worked as an outreach worker to
the homeless in Fresno, San Francisco, Oakland and Pasadena where he currently lives with his wife
and daughter. Logan is a musician, a gardener, and an avid hiker.

About the Dharma Seeds Program:

This is 3-year program under the theme of “Planting Nenbutsu Seeds in America.” We are nur-
turing Shinshu students who listen and share the Buddhadharma with everyone through the Jodo
Shinshu traditions.

Name(s)

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Telephone E-mail

*Pre-registration is requested; but fee is payable either with pre-registration or at 1st class (make check payable to “WCHHBT”)
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Rev. Sekiya from Gardena Buddhist Church was our guest

speaker at the September 17 Ohigan Service.
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Rev. Miyoshi was invited to speak at Hawaii Betsuin’s Ho-on-ko Service on
September 9 & 10. She was able to renew old friendships with Rev. Ken, Jeanne
and Kevin Kawawata.

Kiku Crafts & Food Fair

Sponsored by West Covina Buddhist Temple

Sunday, November 5, 2017
10:00 AM - 3.00 PM
at ESGVJCC

Asian inspired crafts, clothing, jewelry, giftware,
ceramics, original arts and delicious food!

There will be no central cashiering. Each vendor will
handle their own sales and
not all vendors take credit cards.

Come for some holiday shopping,

Stay for the fun and food! For info contact Hisako Koga: 951-818-8740

hskoga@gmail.com
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October
1 8:30 am Board Meeting
1 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
2 7:30 pm Lecture Series 1
“Islam Today - Fact & Fiction”
7:30 pm Howakai Japanese Service
12:00 pm ESGVJCC Akimatsuri
1:00 pm Shinshu Center of America
Public Lecture at Betsuin
“Buddhism and Bioethics”
by Dr. Mark L. Blum
8 10:00 am Sunday Service
9 7:30 pm Lecture Series 2
10 10:00 am Study Class
15 10:00 am Sunday Service
16 7:30 pm Lecture Series 3
22 10:00 am Sunday Service
24 10:00 am Study Class
29 10:00 am Sunday Service/Halloween Party
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