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WCBT enjoyed another successful OBON celebration with Bon Odori, fabulous foods, cultural exhibits and demonstrations,
children’s games and all around fun for Sangha families and friends.

Dharma Seeds Retreat-Exploring the Origin of Shakyamuni
Phillip Underwood

On Saturday June 10%, the second
retreat for the Dharma Seeds Pro- -
gram II “Planting Nenbutsu Seeds in
America” was held at the Los Angeles
Betsuin, focusing on the theme “Gen-
eral History of Mahayana Buddhism”.
At our February retreat in Berkeley a

Under the clear summer sky, the WCBT had an extremely success-
ful Obon Festival on Saturday, June 24". We were fortunate to see many
r people with their children and grandchildren enjoying shave ice, chicken
teriyaki, cultural demonstrations, games and of course Bon Odori.
This year's Manto-e service, there were more people than I expected. Some

few members were unable to attend. of the participants were non-members and just happened to know and attended

That was not the case in Los Angeles as the service to show their respect and gratitude to their loved ones. They

all 12 members and 7 ministers made reminded us that the Obon Festival is not only a cultural event, but also a

the gathering. religious one that widely offers an opportunity to experience a sense of inter-
The activities began with an connectedness to everyone.

Opening Service and Shoshin-ge Dobo 1 would like to thank the dedicated and hardworking Sangha members and

their families and friends whose positive energy created a joyful atmosphere
for the festival. I would also like to express my deepest appreciation to the
Obon co-chair, Mr. Bruce Whang and Mrs. Merry Hiroshima (Jitosho), and
the Obon committee for their tireless work and devotion.

Hosan led by West Covina members
Joanie Martinez and myself. The
opening and welcoming remarks were
presented by Bishop Ito, after which
we assembled in the social hall of the In Gassho, .

temple. Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi

After brief introductions, the morn- : . .
ing session was an in-depth review of . . . . . "v.
Please see SHAKYAMUNI, con’t on page 4 I ‘_ﬁ_“é ———E
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

The Dharma School game booth was very busy during Obon. Children enjoyed the various games and the
challenge of winning the “big prizes”. The stuffed animals (especially the cute turtles) were sought after eager-
ly. The children’s raffle was also a big hit. Thank you to all the Sangha members who contributed to our raffle.

We appreciate the help of Mrs. Deanna Ormseth, Mrs. Diana Hata, Mrs. Laurie Kobayashi, Joy Ormseth,
Jonathan Ogino, and Andy and Tyler Kobayashi. A special thank you to Lauren and Brian Yanase who were
very instrumental in setting up the booth and working during the entire Obon. They all did a superb job on a
very hot Saturday!

Dharma School also had a display in the gym. It explained the activities of the children during the year and
had pictures of various functions. Thank you to Mrs. Laurie Kobayashi for creating the display!

During this Obon season we are reminded of our departed loved ones. We are grateful for their love and
guidance and thank them for being our teachers. The concepts of interdependence and impermanence are

what our Dharma School will emphasize during the lessons of the summer. We hope you all have a chance to
attend other Obon festivities!

Happy Summer and try to stay cool!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen
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The Study Class

The Study Class will meet
on July 11 and 25 at 10:00 AM.
Discussions will be based on
selected topics that vary from
week to week. The class usually
meets on the second and fourth
Tuesday of every month. For
more information, please contact
Rev. Miyoshi at (213) 219-6140.

Obon & Hatsubon Service

Obon & Hatsubon Service
will be held on July 16 at 4:30
PM. Come and join us for this
important Service and remain for
the complimentary otoki dinner
that will follow the service.

Betsuin Obon Festival

The Betsuin Obon will be
held on the weekend of July 29-
30. WCBT will again be selling
our delicious tamales. Sign-
up sheets will be at upcoming
services so please find a time
you can help out in the tamale
booth and join in the dancing
and festivities at the Betsuin
Obon.

Las Vegas Trip

Once again Pasadena
Buddhist Temple has invited
WCBT members to join their Las
Vegas trip on August 4-6. The
price of $205 (double occupancy)
or $225 (single occupancy) will
include bus transportation,
driver tips, games and cash
prizes on bus trip, 2-nights
accommodations at California
Club Hotel and Casino and
meal coupons (for 2 breakfasts,
2 lunches and 2 dinners that
can be used at Cal Club or Main
Street). Luggage handling also
included.

The bus will depart from
Pasadena Buddhist Church on
Friday, August 4 at 8:30AM
and will stop at ESGV]JCC at
9:15AM. On Sunday, the bus
will leave the California Hotel
promptly at 11:00AM for the
return trip. Contact Jeannie
Toshima at 562-305-6018 or
jeannie_toshima@me.com by
July 1 if you are interested in

going.

August Schedule

The August board meeting
will be held 8:30 AM on July 30.
August Shotsuki Service will be
held on August 6 at 10:00 AM.
We will then take our annual
summer break so there are no
Sunday Services on August 13,
20 and 27. Services will resume
again on September 3.
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission State-

ment:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P.O.Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

E-Mail: webtlivingdharma@gmail.com
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Jamie Nakatani, Sylvia Ena,
Jaylene Gutierrez, Kevin Hata,
Lauren Koga, Russell Martinez,
Laura Miyake, Margaret
Takemoto, Ryoko Kodama,
Richard Haraguchi, Craig
Taguchi, Corey Taguchi, Pat
Sato, Garrett Kawaguchi, Tyler
Kobayashi, Steven Kuwahara,
Marcus Nishihara, Lillian
Nishihara, Kurt Kowalski,
Jamie Teragawa, Jonathan
Hoey, Jeffrey Akune, Anthony
Gutierrez, Sam Kozono, Susie
Kozono, Sayo Kikunaga
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SHAKYAMUNI, con’t from pg. 1

the previous retreat. Our moderator,
Rev. Peter Hata, presented a thorough
reappraisal of the material we received
from Dr. Michael Conway. Rev. Hata
did an excellent job of condensing over
8 hours of lectures into a 2-hour ses-
sion. The main focus of Dr. Conway’s
presentation was the early transforma-
tion and awakening of the Buddha.
And contrary to popular belief, the
emphasis of the teaching of the Bud-
dha was not to calm us or make us feel
good. According to Dr. Conway, the
teaching of Buddhism is to basically
make us feel uncomfortable; to make
us look within ourselves to see our
own delusions, and to encourage us to
see how easily we see faults in others
but ignore those same faults within
ourselves. I can attest to that in my
own personal journey. Looking inside
ourselves is difficult and, in my case,
very often painful. I've learned that it’s
almost impossible to see others if I can’t
see myself, and that’s hard. Buddhism
is not a teaching to change someone
else; it’s to change us. That may be
why the phrase “Buddhism is a tough
sell” was coined by 1st Dharma Seeds
Program member (and West Covina
Temple President) Johnny Martinez.

Late in the morning session Rev.
Hata reviewed the conflict between
Siddhartha and Mara the Tempter
under the Bodhi tree. The battle for
Siddhartha’s mind was fierce and Mara
employed his sons and daughters as
well as many other weapons to disturb
the mind and concentration of Siddhar-
tha, but he remained calm. When Mara
faced Siddhartha, he faced not only an
adversary, but he faced his own extinc-
tion, if defeated. But when Siddhartha
faced Mara, he faced himself and saw
his own ignorance and ego. In spite of
the many attacks he was able to ignore
the defilements, deceptions, and temp-
tations employed by Mara to prevent
him from completing his meditation
and obtaining enlightenment.

During the afternoon session,
presented by Rev. Fredrick Brenion, we
were asked to consider the concepts
of convention and truth. As it was

presented to us, we contemplated what
is and what is not. And, if that wasn’t
enough, we were asked to consider
what both is and is not, and what
neither is and is not. Needless to say,
the session was very challenging and
difficult to grasp. But Rev. Brenion was
patient, energetic, and very animated in
his presentation, which made the mate-
rial easier to understand.

With a short amount of time re-
maining before the afternoon service
Rev. Brenion opened up the floor to
questions and that is when the ses-
sion became very spirited. One of the
Berkeley members expressed concerns
about the practice of the reciting the
Nembutsu; what it means and what it
says about us as Buddhists. Before Rev.
Brenion could reply several other mem-
bers expressed similar concerns and I
found myself listening to a passionate
discussion of one of the basic tenets of
our tradition. Several members and
ministers commented on the topic and
all made valid points. I can only imag-
ine the Dharma messages that many
temple Sangha’s will benefit from as a
result of the discussions that afternoon.

Being relatively new to Buddhism
as a teaching there are many things that
I don’t clearly understand, so it was en-
lightening to learn that I'm not alone in
my confusion about what some of the
practices and traditions are about. Not
only that, but it was reassuring that no
one said that anyone was wrong for ex-
pressing the way they felt. That was re-
freshing because being from a Christian
background there were any number of
practices that I was told to do and that
bad things or negative consequences
would certainly occur if I didn’t do as I
was told. Buddhism isn't like that and
for that I'm grateful.
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WEST COVINA

Higashi Honganji

BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Dear Members and Friends, June 29, 2017

The West Covina Buddhist Temple and its Board of Directors cordially invites you to attend the
Obon and Hatsubon Service which will be held on Sunday afternoon, July 16, 2017. This is a combined
memorial service not only for those members who specifically have lost a loved one in the previous 12
months (Hatsubon means "first Obon service"), but also a universal memorial service for all our loved
ones who have passed on.

The schedule for the service is as follows:

Date: Sunday, July 16, 2017
Time: 4:30 PM
Dharma Message: Rev. Frederick Brenion (English)

Associate Minister of North America District

We will be serving Otoki dinner immediately following the service.

The Obon Service is held to remember our ancestors and to celebrate our life and is one of the
most important observances of the year. Please join and gather again this year to resolve to deepen our

understanding of Buddhism.

Gassho,
Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi, Minister
Mr. John Martinez, President of the Board of Directors

1203 WEST PUENTE AVENUE e WEST COVINA, CALIFORNIA 91790
TELEPHONE (626) 689-1040
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OBON 2017

Obon co-chair
Bruce Whang

WOW! We did it! The Sangha of West Covina Buddhist Temple just experienced an epic Obon! On be-
half of Merry Hiroshima (Jitosho) and myself, we would like to overwhelmingly give thanks to the various
Obon Committee members for an awesome task, well executed! As always, everyone gives 110% + for one
day of celebration. This year was well above expectations!

I have to say that on Saturday, the day of Obon, I had some concerns whether or not we would be ready
on time. For me, the major tasks were completed; the yagura, lights, and lanterns were in place. A big
thanks to the men that came to my rescue, as always. With their assistance, the yagura and lights looked
great. Tor Ormseth, Danny Iwama, Mark Yoshihara, Phil Underwood, and Michael Jitosho (Thanks for
the dismantling of the yagura and lights!), a big THANK YOU for ALWAYS being there when I need as-
sistance. And Johnny, you are my go to Bro! A personal thanks to my cousin Craig, for coming down and
helping me, again, with set up! I’ll try to make it to your Oregon Obon, on the first Saturday in August.

My charge was booths and lighting and whatever else needed to be taken care of. But again, a big
thanks to those with booths who set up their own with what they needed. Not only did the booths take care
of themselves, but every station took charge of what they needed to do and did it brilliantly. You are all
great.

A special acknowledgment to the most experienced members of our Sangha that handled the information
booth. Barbara Shirota, Larry Oshima, Ted Hamachi, and Henry Miyashiro. For the duration of the Obon,
and before and after, they prepared and directed people to where they wanted to go, prepared for raffie
events, and other unnoticeable services that aided in our Obon’s success! Thank you for your efforts and
dedication. Others that I would also like to acknowledge for their dedication and unwavering support are as
follows: Tina Asano for her wonderful support and assistance throughout the event, Jennifer Higa(WCBT),
Gail Kusano(OCBC), Pat Kasahara(SFBC) for their graceful dance instruction, George Abe for keeping
the rhythm for the many dancers with his taiko drum magic, Richard Hiroshima for documenting our Obon
festival with his awesome photography skills, Brittany and Jillian Kato, Allysa Arnheim, Nick Rossenblum,
Issac Jacquez, Adolfo Rodriguez, and Yazmin and Stephanie Whang, the young ones who made sure the
food orders were delivered expeditiously.

The dedication and effort of each member of the Sangha who participated in Obon is truly exemplary
and should be applauded. Everyone knows his or her job and what needs to been done. Do I really need to
be there?

As I walked around during Obon, it was very satisfying to see the young to the more mature, smiling
and enjoying time with family and friends. I don’t think I even heard one crying child, or adult. Moreover,
it was not just temple family members that attended Obon, but people from the community. People visiting
with those friends not seen in a while, enjoying the festivities and each other’s company. Some were on the
grassy area, others were engaged in bingo and eating excellent food in the social hall. But all seemed to be
happy and content.

Obon: The celebration and honoring of those who have come before us, that have helped us to know and
develop our ways of thinking and living.

We have done something to be proud of!

To the members and family of the West Covina Buddhist Temple Sangha and volunteers that made our
Obon so successful, a heartfelt THANK YOU!

P.S. To our fearless leader, Reverend Miyoshi and Dick and Hisako Koga: Our Obon wouldn’t be the same
without you!
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Quote of the Month
It is time for parents
to teach young people
early on that in diversity
there is beauty
and
there is strength.
-Maya Angelou
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East San Gabriel Valley
Japanese Community Center, Inc.

West Covina Buddhist Temple
1203 W. Puente Avenue, West Covina, CA 91790
P.O. Box 1616, West Covina, CA 91793
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July
2 8:30 am Board Meeting
2 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
6 7:30 pm Howakai Japanese Service
9 10:00 am Sunday Service
11 10:00 am Study Class
16 4:30 pm Obon/Hatsubon Service
23 10:00 am Sunday Service
25 10:00 am Study Class
29-30 12-9 pm Betsuin Obon
30 8:30 am Board Meeting
30 10:00 am Sunday Service
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