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WCBT Sangha members thlf Underwood and Lynette Godoy received their Homyo at their recent Kikyoshiki ceremony
the Overseas District Abbot Choyii Otani at the Los Angeles Betsuin.

Confirmation Ceremony

Have you ever been so over-
whelmed with happiness and a feeling
of gratitude?

It was an incredible, moving mo-
ment for me as Philip Underwood and
I received our Dharma Name (Homy®o)
at the confirmation ceremony known as
Kikyoshiki on Sunday, November 13,
2016. It was held at the Higashi Hon-
ganji Buddhist Temple in Los Angeles.
The Overseas District Abbot Choya
Otani presided as the official represen-
tative for Abbot Choken Otani. There
were two members, Anna and George
Hightower, from the Berkley Higashi
Honganji Buddhist Temple and Mr.
Tadanari Ochi from the Keiro Retire-
ment Home, who also received their
Dharma Names.

When we receive our Dharma
Name, it is our formal commitment to

Lynette Godoy
WCBT Member

strive to lead our lives according to the
teachings of the Buddhadharma and
to take refuge in The Three Treasures.
For years I struggled with trying to
understand human nature and the
environment around me. It wasn’t
until the death of my father and mother
that I became more interested in the
teachings of the Buddha. As a child, I
was introduced to the Shotsuki service
but really nothing more. Since their
passing, it has made me more aware of
the teaching of impermanence and to
live my life to the fullest. Realizing the
desire to live my life by the teachings
of Namu Amida Butsuy, it seemed an
appropriate time for me to follow my
path in search of living.

Chills ran up and down my spine
creating goosebumps all over when I
felt a gentle touch on my shoulder and

a motion above my head signifying the
ritual of the shaving of the head (leav-
ing behind our self-centered thinking).
Although my hair remained intact,
wrestled with emotion from within.

Then the Overseas District Abbot
Choya Otani gave his formal address
and presented us with our Dharma
Name. We were given a white enve-
lope with an official certificate of our
name inside. I felt so honored and ex-
cited, it slipped my mind to look inside
to see what name [ was given.

As the ceremony progressed with
the chanting of the Shoshinge and
Bishop Ito’s message of the significance
and relationship of The Three Treasures
in receiving our Dharma Name, I felt
calm and at peace. I thought about
living life and seeking refuge in the
Please see CONFIRMATION, con’t on page 2
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

Our Shichi-Go-San ceremony
was held on November 27 honor-
ing the Dharma School students
who are 3, 5, or 7 years old this
year. The children and their
parent(s) or grandparent(s) offered
incense and then the children were
give an ojuzu and a small gift com-
memorating their ages. In East
Asian countries, the odd years are
lucky. A wish for a long and healthy
life is represented by a long red and
white candy and depictions of a
crane and turtle.

This year, the three year olds
who were honored are Riley Logue,
Ryden Meites, and Evan Louise
Yoburn. The five year olds are
Tyler Kobayashi, Jayden Logue,

Mia Meites, Tristan Miyashiro,
Derrick Noguchi, and Cayla James
Yoburn. The seven year olds are
Andrew Kobayashi and Matthew
Andrew Musselwhite. Congratula-
tions to all our children!

The holidays are upon us and
we are excited to participate in the
Mochitsuki activities and the Year
End Service. The Dharma School
students will be performing during
the Year End. We hope you enjoy
our presentation.

Hoping that you all have a
wonderful holiday and wishing you
a happy and healthy 2017 (Year of
the Chicken)!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

CONFIRMATION, con’t from pg. 1
Buddha, the Dharma, and the Sangha.

It wasn’t long after the ceremony ended that Rev. Miyoshi translated and de-
scribed my Dharma Name for me...Shakuni Ke-Yo. All Dharma Names begin with
Shaku (disciple of the Buddha), the Ni signifies the female gender, Ke-Y6 (accord-
ing to the Kanji) translates to brilliance, as in intense brightness of light, and the
lotus flower. At that moment, knowing Rev. Miyoshi gave much time and thought
to select my Dharma Name, and how this confirmation would begin a continuous
new path confirming my thoughts of life, I became very emotional and cried in
happiness.

So for me, not only did I receive my Dharma Name, it was a day I can truly say
I was living my life to the fullest!!

In gassho.

Our little ones celebrated
Shichi-Go-San,

a Rite of Passage ceremony which
symbolizes the wish for good health and
long life for our 3, 5, and 7 year olds.
Each child received a colorful onenju
as a commemorative gift.

Quote of the Month
The right of others is our
wrong, and our right
is their wrong. We are not
unquestionably sages, nor
are they unquestionably
fools. Both of us

are simply ordinary men.
-Prince Shotoku
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The Study Class
The Study Class will meet on December
13 at 10:00 AM. Discussions will be
based on selected topics that vary from
week to week. The class usually meets
on the second and fourth Tuesday of
every month but will meet only once
in December. For more information,
please contact Rev. Miyoshi at (626)
689-1040.

December Shotsuki
Bodhi Day Service & Board Meeting
The December Board Meeting will be
cancelled. The Shotsuki and Bodhi Day
service will be held on December 4 at
10:00 AM.

Mochitsuki
WCBT’s annual Mochitsuki will be held
on Sunday, December 11. The special
mochi rice was passsed out to Sangha
members on November 27. This rice
will be washed and soaked the night
before and beginning at 7:00AM it will
be steamed until it is ready to be poked
and pounded and eventually molded
into smooth mochi shapes. Some are
filled with sweet bean an and others are
made into the traditional New Years
symbolic offering, okasane. Come and
join us in this annual tradition.

Year-end Service & Oseibo
Our Year-end Service, Oseibo gift
presentation and potluck dinner will

be held on Sunday, December 18 at 4:00
PM. Entertainment will be provided

by the Dharma School. If you have

a talent you’d like to share, please
contact Rev. Miyoshi.

The potluck assignments are as follows:
If your last name begins with A-K,
please bring a main dish and a salad;
L-N, bring a main dish and rice dish;
O-Y, bring a main dish and a dessert.
Please join us for a fun evening of
entertainment and feasting on the
delicious potluck spread from the West
Covina Temple members.

New Years Day Service
A special service to commemorate
the new year will be held on Sunday,
January 1, 2017, at 11:00 AM. Please let
Rev. Miyoshi know if you're planning
to attend.

Board Meeting & Shotsuki Service
The January 2017 board meeting will be
held on Sunday, January 8 at 8:30 AM
followed by the Shotsuki Service for
January.

Eitaikyo & General Meeting
Eitaikyo will be held on Sunday,
January 15 at 10 a.m. followed by the
General Meeting.

A bento lunch will be provided by
presale only so make sure you contact
Toban B to get your Eitaikyo lunch
tickets. Join us for our yearly service
and enjoy the delicious bento.

k,

The Howakai group
celebrated their
Year End gathering
on December 1

potluck feast which in-

of fresh sashimi.

by sharing scrumptious

cluded their annual platter
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission State-

ment:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P.O.Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

E-Mail: dharma@livingdharma.org

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY

Allison Haraguchi, Kyle
Kagawa, Aki Kamimura, Chris
Nakano, Denise Underwood,
Larry Oshima, Susan Iwama,
Johnny Martinez, Tristan
Miyashiro, Helen Nakawatase,
Sandra Nakano, Jonathan
Ogino, Kristin Dubble, Merry
Jitosho, Jessica Saucedo,
Taylor Saucedo, Katrena
Sakaue, Brandon Kwan, Brett
Miyamoto, Chau Chen, Wesley
Zhao Chen, Julie Griffith,
Jack Wear, Dawn Masai, Sean
Underwood, Richard Kagawa,
Autrina Underwood, Takashi
Takemoto, Michiko Oku,
Stephanie Akune
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Kiku Crafts & Food Fair 2016!
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Our annual Kiku Crafts Fair,
under the hardworkin
chairmanship of Hisako Koga,

was another great success
this year!
Kiku’s crafters and vendors ({}ﬁered
a variety of quality goods
as well as our famous
WCBT menu of delicious foods which,
of course, sold out!
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WINTER PACIFIC SEMINAR - 21ST CENTURY

FAST meers WEST

Dharmathon with Higashi and Nishi Ministers

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 2017

9:00 am - 4:30 PM (Doors open at 8:30 am)

Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
815 East First Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012

DHARMATHON: A SERIES OF DHARMA MESSAGES
FEATURING MINISTERS FROM BOTH TRADITIONS

IN ENGLISH IN JAPANESE
Rev. Kodo Umezu, Bishop, Rev. Masashi Fujii
Buddhist Churches of America Rev. Ryuta Furumoto
Rev. Noriaki Ito, Bishop, Rev. Tomoyuki Hasegawa
Higashi Honganji North American District Rev. Nobuo Miyaji
Rev. Kazuaki Nakata
Rev. Kenji Akahoshi Rev. John Iwohara Rev. Ryoko Osa
Rev. Fred Brenion Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi Rev. Koho Takata
Rev. Bill Briones Rev. Kory Quon Rev. Masanori Watanabe
Rev. Greg Gibbs Rev. Jon Turner Rev. Mutsumi Wondra
Rev. Marvin Harada Rev. Fumiaki Usuki
Rev. Peter Hata Rev. Patti Usuki

REGISTRATION: $40 (Includes lunch) DEADLINE: JANUARY 19,2017

For registration information contact Rev. Koho Takata at

NishiDharmaCenter@gmail.com or call (213) 680-9130

Presented by the Institute of Buddhist Studies,
Buddhist Churches of America Center for Buddhist Education & Shinshu Center of America

Hosted by the BCA Southern District Ministers Association & Buddhist Education Committee
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Buddhism Quiz

Today's Buddhist quiz is a review
of the recent ceremony in which
two of WCBT's sangha members
pledged to become disciples of
Shakyamuni Buddha.

Difficulty Level: Moderate

True or False

____ 1. Ahomyo means one has be-
come a disciple of the Buddha.

___ 2. Ahomyo can be presented to a
Shin Buddhist even after death.
___ 3. The confirmation ceremony
in which a person receives his/her
homyo is called Kikyoshiki.

____ 4. The homyo can only be con-
ferred by the Gomonshu or spiritual
head of the Jodo Shinshu denomina-
tion.

__ 5. Shaku and Shakuni mean the
same thing.

____ 6. In Shin Buddhism, a homyo
consists of one Chinese character
preceded by one word which signifies
that one is a disciple of Shakyamuni
Buddha.

d-9 ‘L6 ‘A ‘L€ L-T ‘L1 :slomsuy
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WCBT was honored to have nine Higashi ministers, including Overseas District Abbot Choyii Otani and his wife Mrs. Satika,
at our November Hoonko Service.
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December
1 7:00 pm Howakai Japanese Service
4 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
Bodhi Day Service
11 7:00 am Mochitsuki
13 10:00 am Study Class
18 4:00 pm Year-end Service

January
1 11:00 am New Year's Day Service
5 7:00 pm Howakai Japanese Service
8 8:30 am Board Meeting
8 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
10 10:00 am Study Class

15 10:00 am Eitaikyo Service/General Meeting

22 10:00 am Sunday Service
24 10:00 am Study Class
29 10:00 am Sunday Service
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