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and the delicious otoki provided by Toban

oged the Dharma talk by Rev. Yamada

People have various images
about “Buddhism.” Some bring up
the image of a monk with a saffron
robe living in a monastery. Oth-
ers associate Buddhism with inner
peace and meditation.

What is your image about Bud-
dhism? What would you say if one
day your neighbor says, “I know
you go to the Buddhist temple
every Sunday. I am curious about
what Buddhism is. Could you tell
me something about it?”? Your
neighbor’s question is simple, yet
you might not know how to answer
because many of us who think our-
selves as Buddhists often miss the
question to think about.

Buddhism

-Whom Is This Teaching For?-

Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi

When I worked at the Betsuin, I
received the similar question from
one of our members. She said, “If
I have only five minuets to explain
Buddhism, what should I say?”
Unfortunately, I was unable to
respond to her immediately. Many
ideas and thoughts came to mind
but it seemed to me, that it was al-
most impossible to explain enough
about Buddhism in such a short
time. However, her question was
never far from my mind and I kept
thinking about it.

It is ideal if we have enough
time to sit down and talk about
Buddhism with visitors and our
neighbors, but unfortunately, that

is not possible all the time. Time is
limited sometimes, and it is all the
more important for us to make it
clear what makes Buddhism “Bud-
dhism.”

Considering the fundamen-
tal question, I first thought about
“Who is the target of the Buddhism

Please see BUDDHISM, con’t on page 2

Temple Event Highlights:
Dec. 13 Mochitsuki

Dec. 20 Year-end Service
Jan.1New Year's Service
«Jan. 3 Shotsuki Service
<Jan. 17 Eitaikyo/Gen. Mtg
Please See Temple News
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We hope you all had a won-
derful Thanksgiving holiday! The
Dharma school children and staff
are working on our Oseibo presen-
tation for the Year-end service. We
hope you will all enjoy our perfor-
mance.

Dharma school will be trying
something different in our curricu-
lum. Since most of our students are
very young, we will be presenting
Buddhist concepts using contempo-
rary young children’s books. Activi-
ties reinforcing these ideas will vary
from lesson to lesson. Among the
concepts we will be teaching will
be compassion, acceptance, inter-
dependence, and impermanence.

If parents and grandparents would
like to know the names of the books
that will be used in our lessons,
please let us know. It would be
great if you can reread these stories
to the little ones!

Dharma school wishes you a
happy holiday season and a won-
derful 2016!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

teaching?” Buddhism is neither just
for men, nor just for women. It is
not exclusive Japanese or Ameri-
can. The teaching of Buddhism is
for everyone. No matter whether
we are Buddhists, Christians, Jews,
or Muslims. The truth Buddhism
reveals to us should work on every
human being and all other living
things. Buddhism teaches us that
impermanence and interconnected-
ness are the truth of ‘our” existence.
In Buddhism, in this sense, the
truth never exists apart from us. It
is Buddhism that talks about each
of us, not about Buddha.

Imagine that you happen to
find a book at a bookstore. As soon
as you start to read the book, you
realize that the central character of
the story in the book is YOU! The
realization is just like the moment
of encountering the teaching of
Buddhism in your life. Buddha is
not a God, but one who was awak-
ened to the truth which specifically
talks about his or her reality. We
often see Buddhism as ‘the teaching

of Buddha,” but it can be also said
that Buddhism is the teaching that
Buddha was awakened and listened
to throughout his life.

In the same way, the history of
Buddhism is the history of people
who unexpectedly have encoun-
tered themselves in the teaching
and have expressed their deep
emotion and appreciation in their
life. Those people have been called
‘Buddhists.’

The question of “What is Bud-
dhism?” is actually asking us “Do
you see yourself in the teaching of
Buddhism?” Relying on Buddhism
does not mean to believe in Buddha
as a god. Rather, it is deeply trust-
ing in the teaching that lets us be
aware of our reality which we often
try not to face or accept.

In October Phil Underwood, Roy Takemura and Jack Wear represented WCBT
at the recent ESGV]CC Golf Tournament held
at the Via Verde Country Club in San Dimas.
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The Study Class
The December Study Class

will be cancelled. The Study Class
in 2016 will start on January 12 at
10:00 AM. Discussions will be based
on selected topics that vary from
week to week. The class usually
meets on the second and fourth
Tuesday of every month. For more
information, please contact Rev.
Miyoshi at (626) 689-1040.

December Shotsuki
Bodhi Day Service
& Board Meeting
December Board Meeting will
be held on December 6 at 8:30 AM
followed by the Shotsuki and Bodhi
Day Service at 10 AM.

Mochitsuki
WCBT’s annual Mochitsuki

will be held on Sunday, December
13. The special mochi rice will be
passsed out to Sangha members
on November 29. This rice will be
washed and soaked the night before
and beginning at 7:00AM it will
be steamed until it is ready to be
poked and pounded and eventually
molded into smooth mochi shapes.
Some are filled with sweet bean
an and others are made into the
traditional New Years symbolic
offering, okasane. Come and join us
in this annual tradition.

Year-end Service & Oseibo
Our Year-end Service, Oseibo
gift presentation and potluck dinner

will be held on Sunday, December
20 at 4:00 PM. Entertainment will
be provided by the Dharma School,
youth organizations and other
members of the Sangha. If you have
a talent you’d like to share, please
contact Rev. Miyoshi.

The potluck assignments are as
follows: If your last name begins
with A-K, please bring a main dish
and a salad; L-N, bring a main dish
and rice dish; O-Y, bring a main
dish and a dessert.

Please join us for a fun evening
of entertainment and feasting on
the delicious potluck spread from
the West Covina Temple members.

New Years Day Service
A special service to
commemorate the new year will be
held on Thursday, January 1, 2016,
at 11:00 AM. Please let Rev. Miyoshi
know if you're planning to attend.

Board Meeting & Shotsuki Service

The January 2016 board meeting
will be held on Sunday, January 3 at
8:30 AM followed by the Shotsuki
Service for January.

Eitaikyo & General Meeting

Eitaikyo will be held on Sunday,
January 17 at 10 AM. followed by
the General Meeting.

A bento lunch will be provided
by presale only so make sure
you contact Toban A to get your
Eitaikyo lunch tickets. Join us for
our yearly service and enjoy the
delicious bento.

GATEWAY Staff

Layout & Editing: Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi,
Hisako Koga, Claudia Haraguchi,
Richard Kagawa

Contributors: Rev. Fred Brenion, Claire
Hansen, Merry Jitosho, Michael Jito-
sho, Joanie Martinez

Circulation: Joy Kitaura

West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission State-

ment:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P. O. Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

DECEMBER

BIRTHDAY

Allison Haraguchi, Kyle
Kagawa, Aki Kamimura, Chris
Nakano, Denise Underwood,
Larry Oshima, Susan Iwama,
Johnny Martinez, Tristan
Miyashiro, Helen Nakawatase,
Sandra Nakano, Jonathan
Ogino, Kristin Dubble, Merry
Jitosho, Jessica Saucedo,
Taylor Saucedo, Katrena
Sakaue, Brandon Kwan, Brett
Miyamoto, Chau Chen, Wesley
Zhao Chen, Julie Griffith,
Jack Wear, Dawn Masai, Sean
Underwood, Richard Kagawa,
Autrina Underwood, Takashi
Takemoto, Michiko Oku,
Stephanie Akune
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WCBT Activities from Hoonko to Oldies
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Bishop Nori Ito, Abbott Ofl;ﬂ: and his WCBT welcomed 10 Higashi onigun;i ministers and Rev.
wife, Mrs. Satika, and Rev. Miyoshi pose  James Fredericks to our memorial service for Shinran Shonin.

or Gateway at our recent Hoonko Service.
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Rev. Ken Yamada was
the guest speaker at
WCBT’s Hoonko Service

L

DJ Steve Kikuchi never
fails to impress and en-
tertain us with his won-

& e
N
The bartenders at the

WCBT Oldies dances
are handsome, suave

and youthful from our dancing past.

derful selection of music
| ‘ ‘ | ‘\‘ |
‘ |

P. Nancy, Denise

M and Hiroko smile
| for the camera
N\ while Joy seems

s to have had one
too many...
Seriously, she was
just avoiding be-
ing in the picture.
Yeah, right...
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Quote of the Month
An eye for an eye only
ends up making

the whole world blind.
-Mahatma Gandhi

Buddhism Quiz

Here is another one of our quizzes to test you on “"How well you know your Buddhism.”
As in the previous Buddhist quizzes, today's questions are about the Buddhist altar.

Difficulty Level: Easy review
1. Inthe Jodo Shinshu tradition of Buddhism, the candle(s) burning in the alter

a. symbolizes wisdom, the light through which we understand truth.
b. symbolizes the glow in our hearts as we approach the true meaning of the Buddha Dharma.
c. has no symbolic meaning other than to reflect off the gold ornaments and brighten the alter.

2. The traditional offering of food, specifically rice, in Jodo Shinshu Buddhism is called obuppan.
It
a. symbolizes our appreciation for the food we receive.
b. is a reminder that we should share what we have with others.
c.Bothaandb

0 ‘B SIOMSUY
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December

3 7:00 pm Howakai Japanese Service
6 8:30 am Board Meeting

6 10:00 am Shotsuki Service

Bodhi Day Service

8 10:00 am Study Class

13 7:00 am Mochitsuki
20 4:00 pm Year-end Service

January
1 11:00 am New Year's Day Service
3 8:30 am Board Meeting
3 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
7 7:00 pm Howakai Japanese Service
10 10:00 am Sunday Service
12 10:00 am Study Class
17 10:00 am Eitaikyo Service/General Meeting
24 10:00 am Sunday Service
26 10:00 am Study Class
31 10:00 am Sunday Service
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