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The Sangha celebrated Father’s Day and Graduation at our June 15 Family Service.

Sangha

A World without Boundaries
Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi

I take refuge in the Sangha. May we,
together as one, united in the spirit of
universal brotherhood as a member of the
Sangha, strive to live for the enlightenment
of all beings.

The preceding is from the passage
in “Three Treasures.” This sounds
very familiar to us, since we recite this
at every Sunday Service. “Treasures”
means something very important
for us and our lives. In other words,
Three Treasures—Buddha, Dharma,
and Sangha—are the three things that
our lives should be based on. Among
them, I would like to focus on the word
Sangha. What does Sangha mean after
all? AsIreflect upon this question, I
find that I hardly consider the meaning
of Sangha, even though I recite this
passage all the time.

I believe the most common image
of Sangha might be “a group” or

“gathering” consisting of Buddhists.
There is no doubt this is the basic
meaning of Sangha that can be found
in the Buddhist dictionaries. As for
us, the people of the Sangha has a
more specific image. When we think
of Sangha, we actually think of our
own temple members. It could be said,
then, that “A group of Buddhists” is
the most common image of Sangha that
we usually have. However, I am afraid
that this is somewhat lacking when we
try to explain what Sangha really is.
Regarding a group, we all know
that there are so many different kinds
of groups in our societies, and we
belong to multiple groups in our
everyday lives. Also, one’s nationality
and ethnicity are categorized as
groups too. Looking at our lives, we
belong to various kinds of groups and
gatherings. If we understand Sangha
as a group, is it possible to consider

Sangha as one of these groups in our
societies? I believe that there is one
significant difference between Sangha
and all other groups.

The very basic purpose of any group
in any society is to divide people into
those who are inside of the group from
those who are outside. The system
exists because of our tendency to
distinguish ourselves from others.
When we see someone who does not
share a commonality with us, then
we think, “I am not like him /her.”
“All living things are unconditionally
equal” is a statement that most of us
can readily agree with. Yet, in actuality,
our heart and body does not always
resonate this truth. Rather, we prefer
to distinguish ourselves from others, or
even discriminate between others, by
focusing on any differences that exist.
Moreover, generally speaking, we
easily regard those that we like as part
of us, members of our group, whereas
we tend not to accept anyone that we
do not like to be part of our group. As
a result, making boundaries between
“us” and “them” is the fundamental
meaning of creating groups.

On the other hand, Sangha has no
boundaries to divide people. Sangha
is a gathering of people who awake
to the Teachings of Buddha. It is
the teachings of the truth that every
living thing is unconditionally equal.
“Unconditionally equal” does not
necessarily mean everyone is the same.
Rather, it means that every living thing
is unique and different, yet we are
not subjected to discrimination that

Please see Sangha, con’t on page 5

Temple Event Highlights:
July 3 Howakai
Ohon/Hatsubon Service
<July 6 Shotsuki Service
«July 20 Ohon/Hatsuhon
Service (English)
*Please See Temple News
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Father’s Day Message
Kevin Kawawata

DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

The hot days of summer have
arrived. By the time you receive the
July Gateway, our temple will have
already celebrated Obon. A big Thank
You to all who have helped out with
Dharma School booths!

| did some quick research on the
celebration of Obon and learned that,
in addition to Japan, Korea, the United
States, Canada, and Brazil, Obon is
also observed in Argentina and Malay-
sia. Most of these celebrations were
started by Japanese communities in
their respective countries. Bon dances,
taiko performances and food booths
are typical of these festivals.

Obon season in Southern California
is in full swing. | hope that you will be
able to enjoy other temples’ festivals
by dancing, meeting with friends, en-
joying good food, and remembering to
be mindful and thankful for everyone
who have loved and supported you.

And, oh yes, as a retired teacher, I'm
reminding all Dharma School children
to visit your local libraries and read lots
of books during your time off! Have a
great summer vacation!!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

Dharma School teacher, Pat Sato, helped pass
out gifts to the dads on Father’s Day.

It has been over a year and a half
since my dad was assigned as the
head minister of the Hawaii Higashi
Honganiji district. It was a huge jump
for him, being the minister of West Co-
vina for 14 years, and it impacted my
life as well. | was given the choice to
move to Hawaii, or stay here. When |
heard my dad was given the position in
Hawaii, it was initially a sudden shock,
but now | see it as a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity that would never come
again. Looking from now and then, a
lot has changed between us.

My dad was born and raised in
Japan as the youngest of three in
a family running a Buddhist temple.

He had a typical childhood in Japan,
though | found it hard to believe he was
a naughty rascal. He was also a boy
scout in Japan, and was taught many
skills in life. He graduated from Otani
University with a degree in Philoso-
phy. He moved to LA in 1986 being
assigned to Higashi Honganiji as a min-
ister. That was where he met my mom,
who was working at the Lumbini Child-
care Development Center, which is
part of Higashi. He was then assigned
to West Covina in 1998, and was the
minister there until he was assigned to
Hawaii in 2012.

My relationship with my dad over
the years is rather interesting. It is
hard for me to tell when he is serious
or just messing around. In the past,
when | did not really understand what it
was to be a minister, | often found him

asleep with a book, which made me
think that he was lazy. He often took
me to places like the beach, though |
did not enjoy it much back then. This
was probably more obvious when | was
in my teens and early 20s. When my
dad and | were together, we always
seemed to find something to argue
about. There was also a time while |
was in college that | stopped going to
service—since | had to listen to him talk
all the time. Even if | was at service,

| would not particularly listen. My dad
once said that | sometimes hated him,
which | guess | cannot argue about.

| started to get along better with my
dad as | graduated from college. | think
| finally started to give him respect even
more when he moved to Hawaii, though
I miss the bickering. It is hard for me
to talk to him directly, as his schedule
is busy, so whatever messages | have
to give him, | normally tell my mom. |
even thought of becoming a minister
since | notice he is learning all the
time through his books and messages,
though | obviously cannot chant as loud
as he does. It also runs in his family.
His family in Japan has been influenc-
ing my life as well, as | want to live in
Japan one of these days.

It feels like my dad is like a father to
many at West Covina, and to Higashi
too. He has impacted many of our
members with his support. Members
from both remember him in different
ways. Some remember him for his
dharma messages, others remember
him for his good sportsmanship in golf,
and this can go on. What do you re-
member him for? Father’s Day is a day
not only to honor your fathers, but also
to remember them for what they have
done for you during their life.

Quote of the Month
An eye for an eye only ends up
making the whole world blind

-Mahatma Gandhi
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Obon & Hatsubon Service

Obon & Hatsubon Service will be
held on July 20 at 4:30 PM. Come and
join us in welcoming Rimban William
Briones from Hompa Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple (Nishi Betsuin) and
then sit back and enjoy as he speaks
for the first time with Rev. Miyoshi (his
wife) as head minister of West Covina.
Please remain for the complimentary
otoki dinner that will follow the service.

Betsuin Obon Festival

The Betsuin Obon will be held on
the weekend of July 26-27. WCBT will
again be selling our delicious tamales.
Sign-up sheets will be at upcoming
services so please find a time you can
help out in the tamale booth and join
in the dancing and festivities at the
Betsuin Obon.

The Study Class

The Study Class will meet on July
8 and 22 at 10:00 AM. Discussions will
continue to focus on the Shoshin-ge.
The class meets on the second and
fourth Tuesday of every month. For
more information, please contact Rev.
Miyoshi at (626) 689-1040.

The Ormseth family celebrated their daughters’
graduation: Joy from middle school and Cora
from college.

Festival
Saturday June28 .9 Cult

East San Gabr
Japanese é‘or:ngr

Our new street banner invites the community to
our Obon Festival.

Las Vegas Trip

WCBT will be sponsoring its annual
fundraising trip to Las Vegas on the
weekend of August 8-10, The $140 per
person fee, for double occupancy, will
include round-trip bus fare, two nights
at the Main Street Hotel & Casino, Bell
captain tips and lots of fun and games.
A beverage will be served on the ride to
Las Vegas as well as all the snacks that
everyone brings to share.

The Las Vegas Obon will be on
Saturday, August 9. Please let us know
if you are planning to attend and need
transportation.

The bus will depart on Friday,
August 8 promptly at 1:00 PM from
ESGVJCC. The return bus will leave
from the Main Street Hotel on Sunday,
August 10, promptly at 11:00 AM.

The bus is currently full but if you
would like to be put on the waiting list
please contact Ted Kato (626-918-2680)
or Merry Jitosho (714) 271-3803.

August Schedule
The August board meeting will be

held 8:30 AM on August 3 followed
by the Shotsuki Service at 10:00 AM.
We will then take our annual summer
break so there are no Sunday Services
on August 10 (Las Vegas trip), 17, 24
and 31. Services will resume again on
September 7.
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission Statement:
In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in order
that we may awaken to our true selves,
living our lives fully and dynamically.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P. O. Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhisttemple

E-Mail: dharma@livingdharma.org
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Jamie Nakatani, Jaylene
Gutierrez, Kevin Hata, Lauren
Koga, Russell Martinez,
Laura Miyake, Margaret
Takemoto, Ryoko Kodama,
Richard Haraguchi, Craig
Taguchi, Corey Taguchi, Terri
Takemura, Pat Sato, Garrett
Kawaguchi, Tyler Kobayashi,
Marcus Nishihara, Lillian
Nishihara, Kurt Kowalski,
Jamie Teragawa, Jonathan
Hoey, Jeffrey Akune, Jaylene
Gutierrez
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Pictures from our June 7 “"Make it a date with Oldies Dance XLVIII!"

Dancers swayed to the ever popular “Shiawase
Samba.”

Kevin and Joanie showing us their dance skills.

Ted Kato swept Mary off her feet as they twirled
around the dance floor.

The lucky winners of our 50/50 raffle!
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Sangha, con't from pg. 1

may arise from our differences.
Moreover, the Truth of equality
tells us that there are no lines or
boundaries to divide living things
into “our group” and “the other
group.” In other words, it is
Sangha that enable us to go beyond
any boundaries drawn between
“us” and “them.”

Nothing—a certain nationality,
ethnicity, social status, jobs, or
sex—is required to become a
member of Sangha. Also, none
of those distinctions should ever
become a reason to exclude someone
from Sangha. Moreover, whether one
is a Buddhist or not does not even
matter with Sangha, for the truth that
Buddhism reveals to us is not truth
only for Buddhists, but also for all
living things. In this sense, wherever
we are in the world, whatever we
do, whoever we are, whether we are
a Buddhist or not, and even when
we were born, once we realize the
preciousness of life we receive and life
of others, Sangha will surely reach us.
And through us and our life, Sangha
ceaselessly will keep expanding and
growing toward those who are around
us. The interconnectedness of those
who appreciate the truth will keep the
world of Sangha wider and deeper.

The world of Sangha includes both
those who we like and do not like,
and to those who were born before
us and those who will be born in the
future. Sangha always reminds us of
the interconnectedness with all things.
Therefore, reciting, “I take refuge in the
Sangha” is meant to be our declaration
that we realize that the world is truly
equal, and live our life based on that
understanding.

It was Shinran Shonin who was
truly amazed in discovering the world
of Sangha, and found that it was the
only place to which he could return.
Therefore, he refers to everyone,
without exception, as “On-Dobo” (on is
a honorific term and dobo means fellow
followers of Nembutsu teachings). My
mother often says, “The most amazing
thing about Shinran Shonin is that

Jennifer leading the Bon Odori practice.

he goes beyond Japan without any
hesitation even though he had lived
his entire life in Japan.” Shinran Shonin
might have had little knowledge about
other countries, but there is no doubt
that it did not matter to him. Being
Japanese or not has nothing to do with
the world of Sangha for him. Beyond
all boundaries of time and space, his
On-Dabo is a call for everyone in the
world of Sangha to live in the world of
equality. In this sense, undoubtedly, he
also calls us who were born more than
seven hundred years after his time On-
Dobo. Sangha is the world without any
boundaries, and it keeps expanding
wider and deeper through those

who are awakened to the truth of the
equality of all living things. And this is
the world that the passage of the Three
Treasures clearly shows us.
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Difficulty Level: Moderate

b. A symbol of the Dharma
c.  Our destination goal

statements is FALSE?
a. Impermanence is not neutral.

them.

Buddhism Quiz

This is July’s “How well do you know your Buddhism.” We hope it will be interesting

1. According to Shinran, Pureland Buddhism is
a. Atheistversion of Buddhism with Amida Buddha in the role of a god leading
everyone to salvation and the Pureland.

2. The Buddha realized the nature of impermanence. Which of the following

b.  Changes that occur in our life are not necessarily good or bad in and of
themselves although they are labeled as such depending on our reaction to

c.  Suffering is caused by our own ignorance of the reality of impermanence.
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July
3 7:30 pm Howakai Japanese Service
Obon/Hatsubon Service
6 8:30 am Board Meeting
6 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
8 10:00 am Study Class
13 10:00 am Sunday Service

20 4:30 pm Obon/Hatsubon Service

(English)
22 10:00 am Study Class
26-27 Betsuin Obon Festival

27 10:00 am Sunday Service

August
3 8:30 am Board Meeting
3 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
7 7:30 pm Howakai Japanese Service
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