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“Come Dance with Me at Oldies LIII (53)" was a great success as many friends and fellow dancers showed up

with wings on their feet at our recent spring event.

I came across a story by Chana
Sharfstein called “The Mirror” that
I would like to share parts of it with
you now. This is the story about a
very beautiful and very special mir-
ror that hung on a wall in the palace
of a very rich man. Before this man,
named Abraham, was rich he was
poor. He owned a small store and he
earned just enough money to take
care of his family. Abraham was
happy with his very simple life. He
had many visitors because everyone
knew that he was kind and helped
all in need.

One day he hosted a guest of
great wisdom and holiness. After
the priest’s visit, his store grew in
popularity and in fortune. Abraham
quickly rose in status and wealth. He
was able to afford many great things

Mirrors
Michael Jitosho

with his wealth including an ornate
mirror that included every embel-
lishment. The priest that helped
turn his store around had returned
to see what had become of the now
rich Abraham for he had heard
rumors that Abraham who was once
known for his heart of gold now had
a heart of stone.

The priest was welcomed
into Abraham’s new palace and
was struck by the beautiful mir-
ror. Abraham and his guest then
walked over to the window next to
the mirror. The priest pushed aside
the drapes and instructed Abraham
to look out at the town he had been
ignoring. Abraham knew almost all
the people walking past his house.
Then the Priest said to Abraham, “It
is strange, is it not? A mirror and a

window are both made of glass and
yet they are very different.” The
priest continued, “when you looked
in the mirror you could only see
yourself and the things that belong
to you. You could see much more
when you looked out the window.
Then you could see all your neigh-
bors and friends from the whole
town.”

“That is true,” said Abraham. “A
mirror and a window are both made
from glass. The window is transpar-
ent. Light can pass right through it.
It is clear and you can see everything
through it. The mirror, on the other
hand, is covered with silver on one
side. The rays of light cannot pass
through, and therefore a mirror can
only reflect what is in front of it.”

Please see MIRRORS, con’t on page 4
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

The cherry blossoms in Japan and
Washington D.C. have been in the

news recently. What a beautiful way to

start the season of spring! We will be
celebrating our own Hanamatsuri on
April 10 this year in honor of the birth
of Siddhartha.

The Dharma school staff will con-
tinue to present stories and activities
that emphasize the teachings of Bud-
dhism. Also please consider including
your children/grandchildren in the
children’s program during the World
Dobo Gathering this August. It sounds
like a very wonderful experience for
our youth. See Rev. Miyoshi for more
information.

Hope to see all of you at the Hana-
matsuri service to wish Prince Siddhar-
tha a Happy Birthday!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

The Sangha was happy to see our dear old
friend, Rev. Fred Brenion, who returned to
WCBT for our Sfrin Ohigan Service
to share his insightful Dharma message.

Dharma Seeds Retreat

Michelle Harrison

For the weekend of February 27th-28th, as a part of the Dharma Seeds
group, | participated in the fifth of six retreats, hosted this year at the Jodo Shinshu
Center in Berkeley, CA. We had fantastic accommodations there and were treated
to breakfast, lunch, and dinner by sangha members from Berkeley Buddhist temple.
We were also shown around Berkeley and were invited to join Sunday service at
Rev. Ken Yamada’s temple. I loved hearing about its history and was in awe that the
temple members built it themselves! Thank you Berkeley for your hospitality!

It is hard to believe that our once dreaded three year program is coming to
a grand end as we help plan the World Dobo Gathering. What exciting times! When
I was initially approached by Rev. Miyoshi to join the Dharma Seeds, I, like many
others, had no idea it was a three year commitment. Even though we all joke about
being tricked into joining Dharma Seeds, it has been a very humbling, and I daresay
enlightening, experience. | am humbled by the amount of wisdom in the group and
how expansive their knowledge and understanding is of Buddhism. Going on these
retreats reminds me that I am a bombu, or what we young kids like to call, an idiot.
Jokes aside, being a part of the Dharma Seeds, helps me remember to look past my
daily struggles and embrace the Dharma.

Additionally, we have the rare opportunity this year to take part in a gather-
ing of hundreds of Buddhists from all over the world and present them with some-
thing moving, educational, and cross-cultural. If that is not a humbling experience,
then I don’t know what is! Although we as a group tend to get caught up in details
and conflicting opinions when discussing issues, we are (almost) always able to
come to a common understanding and move forward together, which is what is
most important. Our theme this year at the World Dobo Gathering is Buddhism in
America: Past, Present, and Future. Truthfully told, our project is daunting and time
seems to be running out, but as long as we take advantage of the present, the attend-
ees of the World Dobo Gathering will be in for a treat!

The 5th Dharma Seeds Retreat was held at the Jodo Shinshu Center in Berkeley.
Rev. Miyoshi, Reiko Ikehara-Nelson, Johnny Martinez, Anthony Gutierrez,
and Michelle Harrison represented WCBT.
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LABTF Hanamatsuri
The Federation Hanamatsuri

Service and will be held on the
April 3 beginning at 1:00 PM at
the Japanese American Cultural
& Community Center in LA.
Everyone is encouraged to attend
the LABTF Hanamatsuri Service.

WCBT Hanamatsuri

West Covina’s Hanamatsuri
Service will be held on Sunday,
April 10, at 10:00 AM. Everyone is
invited to arrive early with flowers
to decorate the Hanamido. There
will be a special performance by
the Dharma school children and
light refreshments will be served
after the service. We invite you to
come and join us to celebrate the
Buddha’s birthday!

The Study Class

The Study Class will meet
on April 12 and 26 at 10:00 AM.
Discussions will be based on
selected topics that vary from week
to week. The class usually meets on
the second and fourth Tuesday of
every month. For more information,
please contact Rev. Miyoshi at (626)
689-1040.

WCBT 20™ Annual Golf Classic
WCBT will be holding their
20* Annual Golf Classic on Friday,

May 6, at the Industry Hills Golf
Club at the Pacific Palms Resort in
the City of Industry. Registration
begins at 11:00 AM and the Shotgun
Start begins at 1:00 PM. The entry
fee of $160 will include golf, cart,
contests, snacks, dinner and prizes.
Entry forms and sponsorship
forms have been mailed to Temple
members. If you are able to help on
the day of the golf tournament or
have any questions, please call Roy

Takemura at (909) 594-3600 (office)
or (909) 973-2580 (cell). For more
information see page 4.

Mother’s Day Service
A Mother’s Day family service
will be held on May 8, at 10:00 AM.
A special tribute to all mothers will
be presented so please attend this
special service.

Tanjo-e & Hatsumairi

The Tanjo-e and Hatsumairi
(new baby) Service will be held on
May 15 at 10:00 AM. There will be
a special ceremony to acknowledge
new additions to our Sangha. Please
contact Rev. Miyoshi if you or your
family member has had a new baby
in the last year.

Higashi Honganji
12th World Dobo Gathering

August 27-28, 2016
Theme: Dobo: Seeking Unity
in the Midst of Diversity

FOR THE RECORD

The Haikus that were
included with the SLO
retreat pictures published
in last month’s issue of the
Gateway were written by
Joanie Martinez.
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission State-

ment:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P. O.Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

E-Mail: dharma@livingdharma.org

APRIL

Kevin Kawawata, Tyler Koji
Isaksen, Susan Oshima, Lauren
Miyake, Randy Maekawa,
Nancy Maekawa, Jacob Kato,
Adriana Kochi, Kellie Komoda,
Kristen Hiranaka, Tammy
Lespron, Yaeko Davis, Phillip
Underwood, Mario Alberto
Gonzalez, Shakyamuni Buddha
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MIRRORS, con't from pg. 1

“I see,” said the priest and nod-
ded his head. “I see. The piece of
glass that is plain is clear through
and through, allowing you to see
others and their lives. But when it is
covered with silver, then you can see
only yourself. Hmm, very interest-
ing. It is really quite fantastic, isn’t
it? Now do you think it will work
the other way too? Could you take
a mirror and scrape off the silver so
that you would be able to see every-
one else instead of yourself?”

Abraham feeling so disgusted
finally realized what his wealth had
done to him. That evening at a party
held for the entire town, Abraham
asked for everyone’s forgiveness. He
promised to return to his old ways of
kindness. After the party was over,
Abraham scraped off the silver cov-
ering in a corner of his most prized
possession, the mirror. He did not
stop until he could see the town on
the other side.

From then on every guest that
came to visit would see the mir-
ror. They admired it, but everyone
also noticed that it was imperfect.
People would praise it for its beauty,

then say, “Oh, what a pity! Too bad
the mirror is damaged.” The ornate
mirror in this story is used both as
an introspective / reflective source as
well as an obstacle to the real world
just outside his luxurious palace. He
lost sight of who he truly was before
he acquired fame and fortune. The
now “imperfect” mirror with a cor-
ner of the silver lining removed now
served as a reminder to Abraham
about the lesson he had encountered
and a message he could share with
all his guests.

When we look into a mirror we
see who we present ourselves to be
on the outside. We see more and
more wrinkles, gray hairs, zits and
dry skin than we care to accept in
our forever aging faces. When we
look deeper, we can see beyond
our aesthetic blemishes, taking the
time to see who we truly are in-
side. These types of mirrors come
in a variety of shapes and sizes and
in various moments in our lives.
Every moment that we are fortunate
enough to fill our lungs with oxygen
and nourish all the cells in our body
is an opportunity to get to know our-
selves. Just as Abraham displayed

Dr. Roy Takemura

in need despite
how little he had
and ignored them
as he acquired his
wealth.

Recently, I have been doing a
lot of spring cleaning. In all the
de-cluttering, cleaning and painting
I have also seen that every one of
my actions is a reflection of my self.
Whether I chose to recycle to limit
landfill waste or just throw it in the
trash, my actions reflect who I am.

In conclusion mirrors are reflec-
tive. They can help us see who we
really are if we can be honest enough
with ourselves to see what is in the
mirror. Mirrors are everywhere; in
every moment, in every experience,
every relationship. They are present
in every action we take whether we
notice them or not. Mirrors can also
be obstructive, blocking our percep-
tion of the world around us hin-
dering our ability to see the world
beyond our own existence prevent-
ing us from seeing that we do not
live alone in this world. We are all
interconnected.

20th Annual Golf Classic

The year was 1996! That was the year West Covina Buddhist Temple held its 1¢* Golf Classic at Upland Hills
Country Club. Twenty years later WCBT continues its Annual Golf Classic. The venue and format have changed
t has remained the same, friendly competition with

over the span of twenty years but the spirit of the tourn. i
I°M

. WCBT’s 20" Annual Golf Classic will be held on Friday, May 6, on the Eisenhower “Ike” Co

Palms Resort in the City of Industry.

The format will be a scramble format with
tration will begin at 11:00 am with a putting contest prior to the start of the tournament.

egis- ¢

“How can I help to make this landmark event a huge success?” you ask. There are several ways. If you
¢ course you should participate and encourage your fellow golfing buddies to join in the fun. If not
: your golfing relatives nd friends to play. You can also be a tee sponsor at the Sllver, Gold or Pla
nate raffle prizes or donate items for the player’s qdi:{: i ] ou
help Tournament and Sponsorship forms wrlllne don,l ,t
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These are some of

« | the many hard work-
M. ing volunteers who
came out to help at
the WCBT's chicken
teriyaki booth during
~ the ESGV]JCC Cherry
Blossom Festival on
March 19.
- .
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Buddhism Quiz

Today's Buddhist quiz is about the
birth of the Buddha.

Difficulty Level: Super-Duck soup

1. The Buddha's name at birth was
a. Sakyamuni Buddha

b. Amida Buddha
c. Siddhartha Gautama
d. All of the above

2. The Buddha was born in the

springtime around 563 B.C.

a. in the beautiful Royal Palace
of the Gautama clan in the
Sakyas kingdom located on
the border of present day
Nepal and India.

b. ina simple and humble
temple in present day Nepal.

c. inabeautiful parkin
Lumbini near Kapilavastu
in Northern India to Queen
(Maha)maya as she was
passing through on her way
home

J ‘0 [S1IOMSuUYy

Quote of the Month
People sometimes imagine
nibbana like a faraway ciy,

then try to get there. As
[ong as the aspiration is
projected outside, we remain
dissatisfied and suffering.

-Ayya Tathaaloka
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April
3 8:30 am Board Meeting
3 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
3 1:00 pm LABTF Hanamatsuri
(at JACCC in Little Tokyo)
7 17:30 pm Howakai Japanese Service
10 10:00 am Hanamatsuri Service
12 10:00 am Study Class
17 10:00 am Sunday Service
24 10:00 am Sunday Service
26 10:00 am Study Class
30 9:30 am NAD Local Retreat

May

8:30 am Board Meeting
10:00 am Shotsuki Service

7:30 pm Howakai Japanese Service
11:00 am WCBT Golf Tournament

8 10:00 am Mother's Day Family Service
10 10:00 am Study Class
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