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On December 21 Sangha members gathered to celebrate the Year-End and Oseibo service with a scrumptious potluck and

a delightful program of musical entertainment.

NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS

In appreciation for this opportu-
nity, [ extend my New Year’s Greetings
to all of our Dharma friends who reside
in our three overseas districts. I am
so happy to be able to welcome in the
New Year together with all of you who
continue on an everyday basis to listen
to the Buddhadharma.

In April of last year, it was
formally announced that I have been
selected to be the successor to the posi-
tion of Abbot of our denomination. I
humbly accepted the appointment from
the Honzan. I am, however, aware of
the weight of that responsibility.

Up until this point in my life, I
was raised in Brazil, a country where
customs and culture are so different
from Japan. To be honest, therefore, I
face some anxiety as to whether I will

Choyu Otani
Overseas District Abbot

be able to take on such an important
role.

However, it is precisely because
of that fact that I wish to spend this
year to verify with my entire being the
truth that the Shinsha teaching is truly
a great and universal path that can

bring serve to true meaning to the lives
of all people regardless of differences in
ethnicity and lifestyles.

What is important is that each
and every one of us, regardless of
whether we are inside or outside of
Japan, continue our efforts to listen to
the Buddhadharma and awaken to the
depth of our lives. With wishes that
we go forward on the path to confirm
the deep ties that we have to all of life,
I offer my best wishes for a wonderful
year.

As we welcome in the year 2015,
I ask for your continued support and
guidance.

Gassho,

Choya Otani
Overseas District Abbot
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The Dharma School children’s
performance during the Year End
service was very good! Even with no
rehearsals, the children did well. We
presented a story about kindness and
interdependence—a fitting topic for
our world today. A big Thank You to

NEW YEAR'S GREETINGS FROM THE GATEWAY STAFF

The Gateway Staff
wishes to extend our
warmest New Year's
greetings to all our
Sangha members.
We hope to continue
to share with you the
words of the Bud-
dhadharma as well as
news of temple ac-
tivities in the coming
year.

DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

Laurie Kobayashi for creating the cute
stick puppets used during our perfor-
mance.

In January, the children will
continue to learn about the life of the
Buddha. They will be introduced to
the lessons of the Four Gates and the

ascetic life that the Buddha experi-
enced. These lessons will be de-
signed to be simple and at the level
of young children.

We will also do a fun project on
the Year of the Ram. It is said that
Ram people are artistic, considerate
and sensitive. In addition, each child
will learn about the animal which
represents the year in which he/she
was born.

The Dharma School Staff wishes
everyone a Happy New Year!

Gassho,
Claire Hansen

Greetings to

our West Covina Sangha
Johnny Martinez, President

I hope that the beginning of the
New Year finds you in good or im-
proving health. Many people begin
the year with a resolution or promise
to become better in one capacity or
another. T have frequently done this
and then later regained the weight
faster than I had lost it. But as they

Please see PRESIDENT, con’t on pg. 4
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New Year’s Day Service
A special service to

commemorate the New Year
will be held on Thursday,
January 1, 2015, at 11:00 AM. The
traditional New Year’s Day ozoni
will be served so please let Rev.
Miyoshi know if you're planning
to attend.

Board Meeting &
Shotsuki Service
The January 2015 board

meeting will be held on Sunday,
January 4 at 8:30 AM followed
by the Shotsuki Service for
January. New Year’s Day ozoni
will be served following the
service.

Eitaikyo & General Meeting

Eitaikyo will be held on
Sunday, January 18 at 10
AM. followed by the General
Meeting.

A bento lunch will be
provided by presale only so
make sure you contact Dick
Koga to get your Eitaikyo lunch
tickets. Join us for our yearly
service and enjoy the delicious
bento.

The Study Class

The Study Class will meet on
January 13 and 27 at 10:00 AM.
Discussions will be based on
selected articles that vary from
week to week. The class meets
on the second and fourth Tues-
day of every month. For more
information, please contact Rev.
Miyoshi at (626) 689-1040.

Pet Memorial Service
A special service will be held
on February 8 at 10:00 AM to
remember our animal friends.
Everyone who has lost a pet is
invited to pay tribute to them on
this special day.

WCBT Family Retreat

The 2015 Family Retreat will
be held on President’s Day
weekend, February 14-15, at
the beautiful San Luis Obispo
Temple. Our special guest
speaker will be Rev. Marvin
Harada from Orange County
Buddhist Temple who will
help us discuss the theme “The
Primal Vow- Living with a Deep
Wish for Life”. We have invited
members from Betsuin, Berkeley
and Newport temples to join us
this year.

Don’t miss out on this
memorable experience. It's
always the perfect weekend
getaway set in a beautiful
location, with stimulating
discussions with friends and
outdoor activities, and plenty
of delicious food. The fee for
adults is $35 and discounted
fees for children, which include
all meals and free lodging at the
temple, or you may wish to stay
at a nearby motel at your own
expense. See Rev. Miyoshi for
more info.
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission State-

ment:

In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha in
order that we may awaken to our true
selves, living our lives fully and dynami-
cally.

The Temple’s mailing address is:

West Covina Buddhist Temple
P. O. Box 1616

West Covina, CA 91793

(626) 689-1040

Website: www.livingdharma.org

Facebook: facebook.com / westcovinabuddhist-

temple

-

Happy
Birthday a ‘\

JANUARY

Tami Kitaura, Casey Hansen,
Kevin Maekawa, Carol Oshima,
Kathy Oshima, Neil Kato, Cora
Ormseth, Matthew Ormseth,
Kristen Nakano, Jesse Sakaue,
Aiko Yep, Don Frack, Maya
Hendrickson, Stephanie

Whang, Brian Yanase, Andrew
Kobayashi
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NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS PRESIDENT, con't from pg. 2

say, hope springs eternal and with

Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi it, the opportunity to continue and
Happy New Year! improve.
At the beginning of every month,
As we enter the year 2015, Bill and I hope that the New Year will be filled we at WCBT, have two reminders
with memorable and meaningful moments for you and your family. of impermanence. The first is the
Reflecting upon 2014, there is no doubt that this year was a turning point Shotsuki list to recall and remember
in my life. In February, my new path as the resident minister at West Covina the bonds and debts of gratitude to
Buddhist Temple began. Throughout the past year, I was truly amazed with our deceased family members. The
our members’ enthusiasm as they listened to the teachings. It was their second is our monthly birthday list,
enthusiasm that also manifested as their desire to maintain this temple as where we joyfully take note of the
Monpao Dajo (a gathering place for listening to the teachings) through various passing of time with one another.
events. Everyone I met proved that the teachings truly influenced their life. I Both remind me that my life is finite
am truly fortunate and grateful that I am surrounded by those people, and and precious. I am reminded not to
have received their support, guidance, and encouragement all the time. waste time on foolish endeavors and
If there is only one way I can repay all of you for what I have received, it is to truly reflect upon my own words
to keep listening to the teachings and words of Shinran Shonin. I have found and actions.
myself as one who tirelessly wishes to live with the Nembutsu teachings. In this spirit, I would like to thank
When I devote myself to the wish, I will be able to encounter many more the the Sangha members and friends
words of Shinran Shonin and the teachings in my own life. for their support and devotion to
In conclusion, I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere the temple. Many of you and your
gratitude to all of you for your generous support and friendship. It is difficult families have given years and de-
to express my appreciation to the temple president, Mr. Johnny Martinez, and cades of service to WCBT. We ask all
the Board of Directors for their support and guidance throughout the past year. of you for your continued support,
I would also like to thank Mrs. Merry Jitosho and Mr. Michael Jitosho for their enthusiasm, and generosity in the
untiring assistance and their kind patience. coming year of temple activities. We

encourage your regular attendance
I 'am truly looking forward to working together and listening to the teachings ~ and active participation. In this way,

with all of you this New Year. we find we can truly appreciate our

Three Treasures.
In Gassho

Haprpy Holidays Fellow iBuéda;;i;ts
and Future iBuddhists!

Michael Jitosho

We were all thrilled to have finally been able to form a group within the Sangha just for us in 2014. It was difficult
for many of us to connect with the Sangha because many of us have matured well beyond the years of Dharma school,
Sangha Teens and Jr. YBA. But we are not yet at the age of the current baby boomers, so our group of iBuddhists is a
must. In the first few months we began in the shallow waters of just getting to know one another and began making
connections with our fellow iBuddhists. We went out for a cold cup of boba at a nearby café in West Covina and then to
a Filipino BBQ restaurant for lunch. We put on our adventurer hats and hiked down and eventually back up to Sturtevant
Falls near Monrovia.

We have lots planned for the New Year in 2015 which includes a gathering with other young adult Buddhist groups
from the Nishi Honganji Buddhist temples, visiting other faith denomination temples and churches in the Los Angeles
area, white water rafting and visiting Kevin Kawawata and his family in Hawaii in the summer of 2015. Hope everyone
has a pleasant end of the year and is ready to bring in a fresh and new year.

If you are interested in joining iBuddhists please contact Michael Jitosho at mjitosho@gmail.com
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Presents

The 2015 Family Retreat:
The Primal Vow
-Living with a Deep Wish for Our Life-

Lecturer: Rev. Marvin Harada
(Orange County Buddhist Church)
Date: Feb. 14 (Sat.)~15 (Sun.), 2015
Location: San Luis Obispo Buddhist Temple
6996 Ontario Road
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405
Fee: $35.00/adults; discounted fees for children
More Info: (626)689-1040
dharma@livingdharma.org

—

7¢ WCBT’s 2015 Family Retreat will be held over President’s Day Weekend, February 14~15, at the pic-
turesque San Luis Obispo Buddhist Temple. It is a great opportunity to indulge in beautiful nature and
Dharma. This year’s theme is “The Primal Vow-Living with a Deep Wish for Our Life.” The Larger Sutra
tells a dynamic story of a truth seeker, Bodhisattva Dharmakara, who brought forth his deepest innermost
aspiration, to become a Buddha and to save all sentient beings. What does it mean to live with an inner-
most aspiration for one’s life? In this retreat we will reflect on the meaning of “hongan” (the Primal Vow-
innermost aspiration) and how it relates to our own life.

3¢ Rev. Marvin Harada is minister of Orange County Buddhist Church and Co-director of the Buddhist
Churches of America’s Center for Buddhist Education. He received his MA from the Institute of Buddhist
Studies in Berkeley. He has served at Orange County Buddhist Church since 1986.

3¢ The $35.00 fee includes all meals, and there is free lodging available at the temple (though space is limited
and you must bring a sleeping bag); nearby motels are also available.

7¢ Contact the Temple or see Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi for more info.

B X -

Name(s):

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Cell phone*: E-mail:

*Please provide instead of home/landline number for communications at the retreat.
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' 21;4 MOCHITSUKI

.

Mochitsuki 2014 be-
gan with breakfast
provided by Toban
B. Pounding the
mochi was a group
effort with everyone
taking turns with
the mallet. Then the
mochi was kneaded
and shaped into
their perfect “mo-
chi” shapes. Then
they were lined

up to cool before
being packaged

and distributed to
the participating
Sangha members.

Happy
New Year
2015!
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! I Rev. Miyoshi presents Oseibo gifts to co-Dharma
B School Superintendents Claire Hansen & Merry Jitosho.

- :
Oseibo gift recipients. Top row: Michael Jitosho, Merrry Jitosho, Bruce
Whang, Frank Tanji, Roy Takemura, Richard Kagawa, Hisako Koga, Ruby
Kagawa and Claudia Haraguchi. Bottom row: Rev. Miyoshi, Johnny & Joan
Martinez, Dick Koga, Barbara Shirota, Pat Sato and Claire Hansen.

o

Rev. Miyoshi led the
Dharma Tones, Lynette Go-
doy and Joanie Martinez,

in their stirring rendition of
“Let It Go” accompanied by
i Mrs. Funai, musical director
T ‘ ) : at Betsuin.
The Dharma School children charmed their audience with their stick puppet
story. Virtuoso Bob Stack led the Sangha in holiday tunes on his clarinet.

Members of the Sangha
spontaneously joined the
Dharma Tones in singing
“Sukiyaki”

—_

e
\
‘." .
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Buddhism Quiz

This month will begin another se-
ries on "How well you know your
Buddhism.” We hope that it will
continue to be informative and en-
tertaining for our readers.

Difficulty Level: Easy, Easy, Oh,
So Easy

1. Sutras are
a. Therecorded sermons of
Shakyamuni Buddha
b. 0Old folk songs about Shinran
Shonen and his teachings
c. Ancient poems about
Buddhism

2. Shin Buddhism, founded by
Shinran is, based on three
sutras:

a. The Larger Sutra, the
Smaller Sutra, the Pure Land
Sutra

b. The Larger Sutra, the
Smaller Sutra, the
Meditation Sutra

c. The Larger Sutra, the
Medium Sutra, the Smaller
Sutra

q ‘e :sIomsuy

Quote of the Month
The life of Namu Amida
Butsu endows us with an

everlasting foundation.

-Shojun Bando
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January 201 5F1A1TEFE
1 11:00 am New Year's Day Service an & A
4 8:30 am Board Meeting e tFEE] 15 BiEER
4 10:00 am Shotsuki Service 48 FEISKH¥ BER
8 7:00 pm Howakai Japanese Service 48 FaI108 HAZEE
11 10:00 am Sunday Service 8O HFB7E¥ EEs
13 10:00 am Study Class
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18 81 10 & FREE
58 F& 7 5+ EER
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18 10:00 am Eitaikyo Service/General Meeting
25 10:00 am Sunday Service
27 10:00 am Study Class

February
1 8:30 am Board Meeting
1 10:00 am Shotsuki Service
5 7:30 pm Howakai Japanese Service
8 10:00 am Pet Memorial Service
10 10:00 am Study Class
13-15 WCBT Family Retreat
22 10:00 am Sunday Service
24 10:00 am Study Class
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