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Three Gathas, the movie featuring
the singing of Higashi’s four California
temples and the music of WCBT’s Bo-
dhi Tree Band, is now on our website.
There’s a link to it right on the homep-
age. Only a small percentage of our
Sangha actually saw the finished prod-
uct, so hopefully everyone can now see
it. It definitely gets two thumbs up; my
thanks go to all who participated in it
and helped with its production. One
note: even though it is a highly com-
pressed version of the original movie,
as a “music video” it is still a larger
file than the other video on the site,
the Brief History of Buddhism, which is
a “narrated slide show,” so it might
take a little longer to stream. Depend-
ing on your internet connection speed,
you may need to download the movie
before playing it. Let me know if you
have problems viewing it—it might
be possible to make an even smaller
version.

Gassho,

Peter Hata

Selected E-mail

To: dharma@livingdharma.org

From = Jeze Lopez

Subject = Meeting with the Rev.
Message = Hello, for some time now I
have been interested in the teachings
Buddhism offers, however I am a little
lost at the moment and would like
some help. For this reason I am asking
if possible if I could meet with the Rev.
or someone so that I can have a chance
to ask my questions and get assistance.
Thank you for your time.

Dear Jeze,

Thank you for writing. I understand in
my own way what it is to be a little lost.
Buddhism has been a great comfort for me

to reorient myself and gain perspective.
Please see L.D. NEWS, con’t on page 6

Above: WCBT participants listen as Rev. Mas Kodani shares one of his (many) stories dur-
ing his study class on the Larger Sutra on October 17, 2011.

Steve Jobs: Connecting the Dots

Steve Jobs, the co-founder of Apple
Computer, passed away on October 5,
2011 and, as we witnessed on practi-
cally every news broadcast, there were
global expressions of sadness and
naturally, gratitude for all his cool in-
ventions. In a LA Times feature article,
there were even quotes from Apple
faithful in Beijing.

Your time is limited, so don’t
waste it living someone else’s life.

For example, an Elementary school
teacher named Xiuqing Yang said, “Not
everything from America is great, but
everything from Apple is great.” And
of course, outside Apple stores, many
people placed candles and flowers. This
kind of sentiment gets our attention
since CEOs don’t normally receive such
an outpouring of grief and gratitude
when they pass away.

But as great as Steve’s technological
accomplishments were, what I'd like to
discuss is the well-known Commence-
ment Address he gave to the 2005

graduating class at Stanford University.
First of all, I think it was an unusual
commencement address. Steve, after
all, was a very, very successful CEO—
Apple is the number one brand glob-
ally, ahead of Coca Cola, Microsoft,
Google, IBM, and McDonalds. You also
may have heard that, in terms of cash
on hand, Apple has more than the U.S.
Government—well, nowadays, that
might not be so impressive!

But he didn't really talk so much
about being successful in business; his

Please see JOBS, con’t on page 4

Temple Event Highlights:
Nov. 6. Klku Crafts Fair
*Nov. 13. Nov. Shotsuki Ser-
vice & 753 Celehration
*Nov. 20. Hoonko Service
Dec. 11. Year-end Service
-Please See Temple News
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DHARMA SCHOOL NEWS

As a follow-up to our theme, mot-
tainai, we are trying to use items such
as egg cartons, empty water bottles,
and paper bags for our fall art projects.
It truly forces us to bring out our inner
creativity. Speaking of creativity, we are
going to witness artistic creativity dur-
ing our visit to the Japanese National
Museum on Sunday, 10/23/11. Most
importantly, we hope to learn more and
appreciate the steadfast spirit of our
grandparents who lived (some hardy
individuals at our temple continue
to attend services each Sunday!) and
survived the difficult times during
WWII when U.S. citizens of Japanese
ancestry were forced to live in “reloca-
tion centers.”

With Gassho,
Diane Hata

Quote of the Month

| often think how wonderful if
only | could entrust myself to
the causes and conditions which
formed me. Then, | could live
life as it flows, liberated and
free, just as the wind blows
me from place to place. That is
the ultimate bliss. | think the
Buddha lived fully each moment
accepting all things as they are.
He fulfilled his realization by
[iving it.

-Rev. Ichijo Ogawa

OLDIES DANCE PICS
= :
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Kiku Crafts & Food Fair

WCBT will hold our third annual
Kiku Crafts & Food Fair on Sunday,
November 6 from 10am-3pm. Asian in-
spired crafts, clothing, jewelry, giftware
and unique wood items will be offered
by vendors traveling from as far at the
Bay area and Arizona. Each vendor will
be handling their own sales and not
all take credit cards so come prepared.
There will also be lots of delicious
WCBT food. We invite temple members
to shop early from 9:30 a.m. and have
lunch with us or to take home.

Come for some holiday shopping.
Stay for the fun and food!

For more information or if you can
help, please contact Hisako Koga 909-

626-6131 or hskoga@gmail.com.

Shichigosan Service

Shichi-go-san or 7-5-3 Family Service
will be held on Sunday, November
13 at 10 AM. This special service is to
recognize anyone who has reached the
ages of three, five or seven this year.
Please inform Rev. Ken if you have a
family member or know of someone
who will be the perfect age for this
service.

Ho-onko Service
Our Ho-onko Service will be held on
Sunday, November 20 at 4:30pm. Please
join us in welcoming back Bishop/Rin-
ban Noriaki Ito from L.A. Higashi Bet-
suin. Stay for the complimentary Otoki
dinner that will follow the service.

Year-end Service

Our Year-end Service, Oseibo gift
presentation and potluck dinner will
be held on Sunday, December 11 at 4:00
PM. Entertainment will be provided by
the Dharma School, youth organiza-
tions and other members of the Sangha.
If you have a talent you’d like to share,
please contact Diane Hata or Rev. Ken.

The potluck assignments are as
follows: If your last name begins with
A-K, please bring a main dish and a
salad; L-N, bring a main dish and rice
dish; O-Y, bring a main dish and a des-
sert.

Please join us for a fun evening of
entertainment and feasting on the
delicious potluck spread from the West
Covina Temple members.

Mochitsuki

WCBT’s annual Mochitsuki will be
held on Sunday, December 18. Begin-
ning at 7:00AM, the special mochi rice,
which will be sent home to be washed
and soaked the night before, will be
steamed until it is ready to be poked
and pounded and eventually molded
into smooth mochi shapes. Some are
filled with sweet bean an and others are
made into the traditional New Years
symbolic offering, okasane. The Jrs will
be serving their delicious breakfast
and are asking everyone to bring a $5
toy for the toy drive. Come and enjoy
the breakfast and join us in this annual

tradition.

West Covina Buddhist Temple 2011 Membership Due

If you haven’t yet paid your 2011 WCBT membership dues, they are due by the
end of the year. Membership dues cover only part of the temple budget, but
they play a very important part nonetheless. We cannot run the temple without
your support. Thank you for your membership!

2011 WCBT Membership Dues:
Family: $125
Individual: $100

Supporting Membership: (Amount left up to individual)

Please make your check out to “WCBT” and mail it to the temple’s mailing ad-

dress (see Staff Box above).

GATEWAY Staff

Layout & Editing: Peter Hata, Hisako Koga,
Rev. Kenjun Kawawata

Contributors: Frederick Brenion, Diane
Hata, Merry Jitosho, Tor Ormseth,
Joanie Martinez

Circulation: Mary Hatakeyama

West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission Statement:
In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha
in order that we may awaken to our
true selves, living our lives fully and
dynamically.

The Temple’s mailing address is:
West Covina Buddhist Temple
P. O.Box 1616
West Covina, CA 91793
(626) 913-0622

Website: www.livingdharma.org

E-Mail: dharma@livingdharma.org

November Birthdays

Travis Hamachi, Erika Hara-
guchi, Kyle Sato. Brandon
Kanemaru, Jennifer Higa, Hisa
Konno, Jill Kato, Jean Naka-
tani, Wesley Kawaguchi, Frank
Tanji, Andrew Kochi, Lauren
Oshiro
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JOBS, con'’t from page 1

speech consisted of three short stories
and was really a kind of Dharma talk.
Jobs was probably not a practicing
Buddhist but he and his wife were mar-
ried in 1991 by a Soto Zen monk named
Kobun Chino Otogawa, and Otogawa-
sensei was known to be Steve’s good
friend and spiritual mentor. In any
case, his stories were each powerful
illustrations of the core teachings of
Buddhism.

His first story was called “connect-
ing the dots,” and basically, it's about
how he dropped out of Reed College
in Oregon. However, in speaking to the
Stanford graduating class, he of course
was not advocating dropping out but
rather, the importance of “dropping in”
on one’s interests. As he puts it, “After
six months, I couldn’t see the value in
it. T had no idea what I wanted to do
with my life and no idea how college
was going to help me figure it out.”
Another factor that led to his drop-
ping out was that Reed, being a very
expensive private school, was drain-
ing his parent’s limited finances. Steve
states that, “It was pretty scary at the
time, but looking back it was one of the
best decisions I ever made. The minute
I dropped out I could stop taking the
required classes that didn’t interest
me, and begin dropping in on the ones
that looked interesting...I loved it.

And much of what I stumbled into by
following my curiosity and intuition
turned out to be priceless later on.”

You have to trust in something—your
gut, destiny, life, karma, whatever.

Jobs then talked about how Reed
College was known for having maybe
the best calligraphy instruction in the
country. He sat in on a calligraphy class
and learned about what makes great
typography. Of calligraphy, he said,

“It was beautiful, historical, artistically
subtle in a way that science can’t cap-
ture, and I found it fascinating.”

Interestingly, 10 years later, when the
first Macintosh computer was being de-
signed, Steve’s calligraphy experience
was put into the first Mac. “It was the
first computer with beautiful typogra-

phy. If I had never dropped in on that
single course in college, the Mac would
have never had multiple typefaces or
proportionally-spaced fonts. And since
Windows just copied the Mac, it’s likely
that no personal computer would have
them. If I had never dropped out, I
would have never dropped in on this
calligraphy class, and personal com-
puters might not have the wonderful
typography that they do. Of course

it was impossible to connect the dots
looking forward when I was in col-
lege. But it was very, very clear looking
backwards ten years later.” He goes

on to say, “You can’t connect the dots
looking forward; you can only connect
them looking backwards. So you have
to trust that the dots will somehow
connect in your future. You have to
trust in something—your gut, destiny,
life, karma, whatever.”

This story is interesting for two Bud-
dhist themes it contains. One of course
is what Steve called “connecting the
dots,” which I think illustrates the key
Buddhist teaching known as depen-
dent co-arising. All things, including
who we are, arise dependently due
to myriad causes and conditions, not
independently as we think. Nothing
arises completely of its own power.

In his story, Steve recognized that the
creation of the Macintosh’s highly
influential typographic innovation was
not due only to his inventiveness, but
due to a complex web of factors such

as his parent’s inability to afford his
tuition, Reed College’s unusual offering
of a calligraphy class and probably, the
instructor of that class, who left a last-
ing impression on the young Jobs.

I think the other Buddhist theme
that this story references is the idea of
trust. As Steve says, “You have to trust
that the dots will somehow connect in
your future. You have to trust in some-
thing—your gut, destiny, life, karma,
whatever.” Isn’t it unusual for a CEO to
be talking not about trusting a market
analysis or financial spreadsheet, but
about trusting some reality or truth
entirely beyond his control? I think
Steve’s understanding of how the “dots

connect” reflects an appreciation of this
truth of dependent co-arising—that
there is an interdependent reality that is
much greater than the self—and thus, I
think his story in some ways expresses
the Buddhist attitude of “bowing,”

of realizing our ego-self doesn’t pos-
sess the kind of control it thinks it has.
When Steve says, “You have to trust

in something,” that “something” is
ultimately a power that is beyond our
self-power.

Jobs calls his second story “love and
loss,” and as you'd expect, the “love
interest” here is not a woman, but
computers. Steve explained how this
love created the Macintosh and led
to the growth of Apple into a multi-
billion dollar company. But then when
a disagreement arose with the Apple
Board of directors regarding the com-
pany’s direction, Steve got fired. He
says, “At the age of 30 I was out. And
very publicly out. What had been the
focus of my entire adult life was gone,
and it was devastating. I really didn’t
know what to do for a few months...I
was a very public failure, and I even
thought about running away from the
valley. But something slowly began
to dawn on me—I still loved what I
did. The turn of events at Apple had
not changed that one bit. I had been
rejected, but I was still in love. And so I
decided to start over.”

“I didn’t see it then, but it turned out
that getting fired from Apple was the
best thing that could have ever hap-
pened to me. The heaviness of being
successful was replaced by the light-
ness of being a beginner again, less
sure about everything. It freed me to
enter one of the most creative periods
of my life.” He explains how he started
a company named NeXT (from which
the Macintosh'’s very successful OS X
was later derived), and Pixar. Pixar, of
course, created Toy Story, Monsters,
Inc., Cars, Finding Nemo, etc. And as
it turned out, Apple without Jobs had
been floundering and, about 10 years
after they had fired him, Apple bought
NeXT and with that acquisition, Steve

Please see JOBS, con’t on page 5
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JOBS, con’t from page 5

Jobs returned to Apple. The rest is
history; after Jobs returned to Apple,
he launched one mega-success after
another.

Steve analyzes the turn of events
this way: “I'm pretty sure none of this
would have happened if I hadn’t been
fired from Apple. It was awful tast-
ing medicine, but I guess the patient
needed it. Sometimes life hits you in
the head with a brick. Don’t lose faith.
I'm convinced that the only thing that
kept me going was that I loved what I
did. You've got to find what you love...
Your work is going to fill a large part of
your life, and the only way to be truly
satisfied is to do what you believe is
great work. And the only way to do
great work is to love what you do. If
you haven’t found it yet, keep looking.
Don’t settle.”

There is a very important Buddhist
theme here, which Steve alludes to
when he states, “The heaviness of being
successful was replaced by the light-
ness of being a beginner again, less
sure about everything.” I think we can
assume that Apple’s Board meetings
must have at times been quite conten-
tious and Steve seems to admit that
his firing was not entirely unjustified.
But most importantly, in his Stanford
address, he says, “It was awful tast-
ing medicine, but I guess the patient
needed it.” When things don’t go our
way, the tendency of our ego is to
blame it all on other people. But Steve
accepted his responsibility. And actu-
ally, as Buddhists, don’t’ we also need
to see ourselves as “patients” in need
of life’s “medicine?” Because of seeing
his true self, being fired turned into a
positive thing because it freed him to
enter a new creative period of his life,
to have the “lightness of being a begin-
ner again.”

He realized he still loved his life’s
work, or maybe we can say, it was
because he was fired that he was able to
clearly see what he was really meant to
do. Often, the most devastating, nega-
tive experiences can also lead to new
energy and creativity. This expresses
the twofold working of impermanence;

only when the self is negated do life’s
unlimited possibilities unfold. This is
experiencing a new life. Re-discovering
his love gave Steve the energy to start
all over again.

The heaviness of being successful
was replaced by the lightness of
being a beginner again, less sure
about everything.

And of course, Jobs” advice, “Don’t
settle,” is priceless wisdom for all
young people; you must discover what
it is you truly love doing. The reason is
that, if you truly love what you do, you
will be a lifelong seeker and student.
Even if you should reach a point of
being considered an “expert,” you
continue to possess the attitude of a
student. And, as is often stated in the
field of education, “The best teachers
are also the best students.”

Jobs’ third story is probably his most
well-known. It concerns death. As most
of you know, in 2004, a year before he
gave his Stanford address, he had been
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, one
of the most deadly forms of cancer.

His doctor told him he had three to six
months to live. As Steve says, “My doc-
tor advised me to go home and get my
affairs in order, which is doctor’s code
for “prepare to die.” It means to try to
tell your kids everything you thought
you’d have the next 10 years to tell
them in just a few months...It means to
say your goodbyes.”

But later that day, his doctors did a
biopsy and discovered he had a rare
form of pancreatic cancer that is cur-
able with surgery. Steve did have the
surgery, and at the time of this speech,
he thought he was cured. As it turned
out however, the cancer came back
because, in the years following this
speech, not only did it become appar-
ent he was not in perfect health—he
began to look very thin in his public
appearances at Apple events—it also
seems the apparent cause of death was
related to his earlier cancer. But none-
theless, having come so close to dying,
his words to the Stanford graduating
class regarding his brush with death

were very powerful and to the point:
”No one wants to die. Even people
who want to go to heaven don’t want
to die to get there. And yet death is the
destination we all share. No one has
ever escaped it. And that is as it should
be, because Death is very likely the
single best invention of Life. It is Life’s
change agent. It clears out the old to
make way for the new. Right now the
new is you, but someday not too long
from now, you will gradually become
the old and be cleared away. Sorry to
be so dramatic, but it is quite true. Your
time is limited, so don’t waste it living
someone else’s life.”

Here, Jobs is of course sharing the
Buddhist teaching of impermanence.
Impermanence is a negative teaching;
this is the truth of constant change that
negates our ego’s desire to resist aging,
illness and death. As Steve said, “No
one wants to die.” However, imper-
manence is also ultimately a positive
teaching if we can accept this truth and
live awakened to it. If we can accept
this truth, the Buddhist teaching of im-
permanence becomes a wonderful gift,
because it enables us to truly appreciate
and enjoy each moment of our lives,
and live life to the fullest.

I think all three of Steve’s stories
relate in one way or another to core
teachings in Buddhism. Thus, “connect-
ing the dots” really means understand-
ing we do not live separate lives but are
actually all part of an interdependently
co-arisen, ever-changing reality. And
that, in order for this dynamic and
creative truth to energize our lives, we
often need to be “hit in the head with a
brick.”

Because he had a realistic view of
death, I hope that Steve Jobs found it
easier to accept his own death to-
wards the end. He lived life fully, and
therefore, he did not have to say, “If
only I had created this or that.” He
could calmly let go. In his short time
after returning to Apple, his creativity
was amazing: the iMac, iPod, iTunes,
MacBook, iPhone, and iPad. Essentially,
I think Steve lived a life awake to the

Please see JOBS, con’t on page 6
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truth of his mortality. Living with that
truth energized his creativity.

But as great as all his technological
achievements at Apple were, I wonder
what his lasting legacy will be, say, a
generation, or two, or three from now.
Personally, given the truth of imperma-
nence, I think it’s possible that eventu-
ally Apple will be replaced by a new
young startup company that will create
the next “Big Thing.” That’s just the
way it goes. But I also think it's pos-
sible that, long after Apple Computer
ceases to exist, Steve Jobs will be re-
membered for his Stanford Commence-
ment Address. In this talk he shared the
Buddha-dharma itself.

The Buddha-dharma is the truth
that is eternally working to bring us
to buddhahood, to live awakened to
the impermanent and interdependent
nature of all life. All we have to do is
listen to it; all we have to do is, “con-
nect the dots.”

Gassho,

Peter Hata

L.D. NEWS, con’t from page 1

You are more than welcome to talk to our
head minister, Rev. Ken. You can always
come to our temple for services and talk
afterwards or beforehand. Or if you would
like to submit your questions for shar-

ing, that would be all right too. Whatever
would be comfortable for you. Do take care.
Even in our darkest hours the light of the
Dharma shines through though we may not
always be aware of it. You are not alone.
Sincerely,

Frederick

To: dharma@livingdharma.org

From = Joseph Waddle

Subject = Becoming Buddhist

Message = I am interested in becoming
a Buddhist. I have been on websites
and read a lot of stuff. I would like

to meet others who are a practicing I
would welcome a call.

Dear Joseph,
Thank you for writing. I am glad you are
interested in becoming a Buddhist. Like

you I've read a lot of stuff - I am a librar-
ian! But it is best to meet with a Sangha
for mutual encouragement and sharing.
Judging from your preface number you

are just about midway between our three
temples in the Los Angeles metropolitan
area! Those would be us, at West Covina
Buddhist Temple, the Higashi Honganji
Buddhist Temple in Los Angeles on 3rd

St. in Little Tokyo, and the Newport Beach
Buddhist Temple in Costa Mesa. On our
website there’s a link page that will take
you to the other temples, and on our main
webpage there’s a map link to us. Anyway,
becoming a Buddhist is really very much
just learning to listen to the Dharma every-
day in your daily activities and encounters.
How you experience others and yourself
will open up questions and answers that
will lead you into deeper understanding.
In that sense we are all always “becoming”
a Buddhist! Please stop by and give us a
visit!

Sincerely,

Frederick

From = Fe Marie

Subject = sunday service

Message = Hello,

I was just wondering what your Sun-
day services are like. I need to conduct
an ethnographic assignment for my
anthropology class for CSU Fullerton,
and I need to observe a religious ritual
that is different from that I know of.

Dear Fe,

Thanks for visiting our Living Dharma
Website. As to your question, you are wel-
come to attend any services of ours. Check
the calendar page for dates/times. You can
see some of our rituals on our 50th Anni-
versary Page. However, these are from our
50th Anniversary, so our normal services
are not such big events.

Best Wishes,

Peter Hata

The Living Dharma Website
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< ?J Kiku Crafts
‘S Food Fair

Sponsored by West Covina Buddhists Temple

Sunday, November 6, 2011
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Asian inspired crafts,
clothing, jewelry, giftware, unique
wood items and delicious food!

Come for some holiday shopping,
Stay for the fun and food!

There will be no central cashiering. Each
ESGVJCC vendor will handle their own sales and
not all vendors take credit cards.
Puente Ave
= = East San Gabriel Valley Japanese
2 S Community Center (ES6VJCC)
%) S 1203 West Puente Ave

West Covina, California
San(Bernardino (10) Fy

West Covi For more information go to:
Faser? ionoég];a livingdharma.org/CurrenttventsWCBT.himl
or call 909-626-6131
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WEST COVINA

Higashi Honganji

BUDDHIST TEMPLE

October 15, 2011
Dear Members and Friends,

The West Covina Buddhist Temple and its Board of Directors cordially invites you to
attend the Hoonko Service which will be held on Sunday, November 20, 2011. The schedule
for the service is as follows:

Date: Sunday, November 20, 2011
Time: 4:30 PM.
Sermon: Bishop Noriaki Ito

(Higashi Honganji Los Angeles Betsuin)
We will be serving Otoki dinner immediately following the service.

Hoonko Service is the memorial service of our founder, Shinran Shonin. We gather
to express our appreciation to Shinran Shonin for showing us the teaching of Nembutsu.
Gassho,

Rev. Kenjun Kawawata
John Martinez, President
Board of Directors
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GATEWAY

2011

November

November 118175 ¥FE
3 7:30 pm Howakai Japanese Service 38 & 7EY¥ EEFS
6 10:00 am Kiku Crafts & Food Fair 68 Fi10E FHISITRITTF—
6 10:00 am Sunday Service N -
8 10:00 am Bonbu Class 22 q:ilf 10 ?#, EIHEfEE
13 8:30am Board Meeting 138 FRI8HF I?Eﬁ .
13 10:00 am Shotsuki Service & Shichigosan 138 Fai1 08 #HBEE/tARA=H%KL
Celebration 208 FR4K¥ BRIBBEE
20 4:30 pm Ho-on-ko Service 278 FFi108 BRLE
22 10:00 am Bonbu Class
27 10:00 am Sunday Service _
! 1 2A1T5EFE
December 18 FR7E¥ F&ER&
1 7:30 pm Howakai Japanese Service 48 FriskE¥ BES
4 8:30am Board Meeting 48 i1 0B #HAEE /RELSEE
4 10:00 am Shotsuki/Bodhi Day Service 68 &% 18 [BES (BRE
6 10:00 Bonbu CI .
1 aton o 118 F& 4B SREE
:00 pm Year-end Service o i
18 7:00am Mochitsuki 188 T8l 8K BiD=
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