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Many books have recently been
added to the Living Dharma web-
site’s Bookstore. Of course, though
our bookstore by no means offers a
comprehensive selection, what it does
offer is a choice selection of some of
the finest books on Buddhism that are
currently available. Some of the books
are ones we stock at WCBT, such as the
Shinshu Center of America’s excellent
new publication of The Seeker (the story
of Shinran’s life).

Most of the books however are
available in association with Amazon.
com (if you buy through our Bookstore,
we get a small percentage of each sale),
and include excellent introductory
books like Huston Smith’s Buddhism:

A Concise Introduction and Walpola Ra-
hula’s What the Buddha Taught, down-

Please see L.D. NEWS, con’t on page 8

Awakening the Student Within: A Report

on the MAPS 4 (ollege Youth Seminar
by Rev. Peter Hata

Recently, MAPS 4 College contacted
WCBT through our Living Dharma
Website and invited us to participate
in their 2012 Teen Summit Conference.
MAPS is a non-profit organization
dedicated to “helping students
graduate from high school, succeed in
college, and professionally.” MAPS is
an acronym that stands for “Motivate
to strive for excellence, Achieve to help
the community, Personal commitment
to transcend perceived limits, Speak
the truth, change the world” (note the
bodhisattva overtones). The event,
which was titled “What Would Youth
Do?” was held on March 24, 2012 at the
Julia McNeil Senior Center in Baldwin
Park, CA, which is less than two miles
from West Covina Buddhist Temple.

Please see MAPS, con’t on pg 4
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Above: At WCBT’s 2012 Hanamatsuri Service, The Dharmatones perform well-received ver-
sions of “Seiya” and “Shinshu Shuka.”

The Dharmatones

Debut at Hanamatsuri!

West Covina Buddhist Temple’s
2012 Hanamatsuri Service celebrated
the birth of Shakyamuni Buddha, and
for this special occasion the Hanamido
was beautifully decorated with color-
ful flowers. In his Dharma talk, Rev.
Kawawata emphasized that, in a spiri-
tual sense, Hanamatsuri also celebrates
our “birth.” When we take the Bud-
dha’s teachings to heart, everyday is a
new beginning.

And, speaking of new beginnings,
at this service there was a “birth” of
a different kind that we also should
celebrate: WCBT has a newly-formed
choir, The Dharmatones. In their per-
formance, they sang two gathas not
usually performed at WCBT, “Seiya,”
the poignant song with lyrics by Lady
Kujo Takeko (1887-1928), and “Shinshu
Shuka,” known as the “Jodo Shinshu
gatha.” The latter was also interesting
because the accompaniment was not

Please see DHARMATONES, con’t on pg 4

The Hoonko Hoshidan Tour

By Merry Jitosho

The Hoonko Hoshidan tour dur-
ing Shinran Shonin’s 750th memorial
(Goenki) was the most impressive cer-
emonial service I have ever witnessed.
The services were filled with precise
ceremonial rituals and extremely
lengthly and some fast-paced chanting
of Shinran’s sutras and wasans, which
were all lead by the Abbott Otani. What
an honor it was to be in attendance
with several hundred Higashi Honganji
followers, mostly from Japan for these

Please see HOSHIDAN, con’t on page 6

Tempie Event Highlights:

May 13, Mother’s Day
Family Service

-May 20, Tanjo-e/Hatsu-
mairi Service

-June 30, WCBT Ohon
Festival

-Please See Temple News
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In keeping with the spirit of Earth
Day, we wish to thank all of you who
continue to recycle at home as well as
save the pull-tabs from aluminum cans.
Recently, I had the opportunity to drop
off all our collected tabs at the Ronald
McDonald House in Redlands. Ronald
was happy to pose for a picture.

Speaking of recycling, our Dharma
School students are utilizing empty
water bottles for a special project to
be presented to all of our moms and
grandmas who attend Sunday service
on May 13,

June will be here before we know
it, so please and thank you to all who
can help us gather new, unwrapped
toys, games, or crafts for the children’s
raffle at our up and coming Obon (last
Saturday of June!). The targeted ages
are from 4 — 12 years. These donated
prizes may be given to Rev. Kawawata
or Diane Hata.

With Gassho,

Diane Hata

Quote of the Month

We are like silkworms who make
cocoons and who live within the
cocoons we ourselves make.

-Rev. Rijin Yasuda
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Mother’s Day Service
A Mother’s Day family service will
be held on May 13, at 10:00 AM. One of
our Sangha members will give a special
tribute to their mother so don’t miss
this special service.

Tanjo-e & Hatsumairi

The Tanjo-e and Hatsumairi (new
baby) Service will be held on May 20 at
10:00 A.M. There will be a special cer-
emony to acknowledge new additions
to our Sangha. Please contact Rev. Ken
if you or your family member has had a
new baby in the last year.

Oldies Dance

Next Oldies Dance is set for
Saturday, June 2. Steve Kikuchi & High
Resolution will provide our favorite
hits from the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s. The
dance begins at 8:00 PM and will end
at 12:00 AM with lots of good fun in
between. Presale tickets are $12 or $15
at the door. For info and song requests,
call Joanie at (626) 284-8192 or Lillian at
(626) 780-9866.

Your Toban chairs will contact you
about work shifts and assignments.
Plan to come by the center about 6 PM
to help with the set-up. Donations are
welcome for raffle prizes and drinks.
Sign-up sheets for drinks will be at the
Sunday service.

Dads & Grads Family Service
A Father’s Day & Graduation Family
service will be held on June 17, at 10:00

AM. All graduates will be honored so

please contact Diane Hata or Rev. Ken
with the names of graduates in your
family.

Join us for this special event.

Obon Odori Practice

Obon Odori (dance) practice will be-
gin in June, every Tuesday and Friday,
from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. All you need to
bring are your kachi-kachi (castanets)
and tenugui (Japanese towel) or fabric
of equivalent size. The fans will be pro-
vided. The dates again are June 5, 8, 12,
15, 19, 22 and 26. Everyone is invited to
join in the fun. See you there!

OBON FESTIVAL!

Hard to believe but Obon 2012, June
30, is just a few weeks away. Prepara-
tions are beginning but much work is
still needed to make this exciting an-
nual event a success.

Set-up will begin on Friday, June 29,
at 1:00 PM. We'll need help setting up
outside and inside the gym as well as
food prep and general hands-on help.

In the mean time, we are accepting
donations for rice, chili and children’s
and regular raffle prizes. Age for inari-
zushi will be passed out before Obon
for those volunteering to make sushi.
Raffle tickets will be sent out and don't
forget to get your favorite desssert
recipes out.

Sign-up sheets will be passed
around at Sunday Services or contact
Lillian (626) 780-9866 to see how you
can help.
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West Covina Buddhist Temple Mission Statement:
In the spirit of universal brotherhood,
West Covina Buddhist Temple provides
the opportunity for all to listen to and
share the Teachings of the Buddha
in order that we may awaken to our
true selves, living our lives fully and
dynamically.

The Temple’s mailing address is:
West Covina Buddhist Temple
P. O. Box 1616
West Covina, CA 91793
(626) 913-0622

Website: www.livingdharma.org

E-Mail: dharma@livingdharma.org

MAY BIRTHDAYS

Dina Magecla, Stacey
Migashiro, Teri Ezaki,
Say Masai, Ted Hama-
chi, Peter Hata, Mary
Hatake ama, Cal Kitaura,
Kag Sagaue, Garrett
Hamachi, Kaglin Kane-
maru, Claudia Haraguchi,
Sara Kawai, Chimako
Matsukigo, Chergl Ter-
agawa
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MAPS, con’t from page 1

Because of the proximity of this event
to WCBT and the issue our temple has
of being “hidden” within a Japanese
community center—most temples and
churches are visible from the street and
have appropriate
signage—I gave the
invitation serious
thought. Our unique
strategic issue "
necessitates us going |
beyond the walls
of the center and
developing ties with »
the immediate and
regional communities
of which we are a
part. We are fortunate
in that regard to at
least have a website
and it was through
our web presence
that MAPS 4 College
in turn reached out
to us.

But it is also
significant that
Baldwin Park is a predominently
Latino community (78%, according
to the Los Angeles Times), so the idea
of WCBT actually being invited to
participate in that community was,
to say the least, eye-opening. It never
occurred to me that there could be
interest for Buddhism in Baldwin
Park and, in this respect, I found their
invitation humbling—could it be that
“they” are actually more open-minded
than I am as a Buddhist?

But also, how can one not admire
the youthful optimism and stated
commitment of MAPS to young
people? Remembering how some of our
members have criticized WCBT for not
addressing the issues of young people,
this event sounded like something our
temple should try to be involved in.
Apparently, other organizations felt
similarly, as their corporate sponsors
include Kaiser Permanente, Legoland,
Starbucks, AADAP (Asian-American
Drug Abuse Program), and restaurant
chains such as Cheesecake Factory,
Elephant Bar, and Olive Garden. In

addition, major support was provided
by the City of Baldwin Park.

The pre-event communication
was between myself and the event
coordinator, Ms. Monica Waraich, an

enthusiastic and gracious young lady,
who went out of her way to make sure
my presentation equipment requests
were met. But more importantly, she
reassured me that, even though we
were a Buddhist organization and
MAPS is of course a secular non-profit,
MAPS felt that our universal message
could benefit young people. To be
honest, though I've given Dharma
talks outside WCBT at other Buddhist
temples and seminars, giving what
would essentially be a Dharma talk

at such a civic event concerned me.
No other religious organizations

were presenting. But Ms. Waraich

was positive that our message would
benefit teens and so, I commited to
being a presenter.

Besides my presentation and the
various college counseling sessions,
there were many other presentations as
well, such as “Knowing the Importance
of Food and Water Sustainability,” “The
Gamble of Life” (i.e., making better life
choices), “The Facts of Teen Suicide,”
“The Rise and Power of Misused

Words” (cyber-bullying, the rising use
of profanity, etc.), and “21% Century
Activism” (all about the “99 percent”).
Great, highly relevant topics for youth,
to be sure.

My presentation
was entitled,
“Awakening the
Student Within,”
and essentially I
structured it around
the short trailer to the
movie, The Buddha,
the PBS-produced
documentary
narrated by Richard
Gere. In my opinion,
even though the
S railer is only 5
Pl minutes, it manages
to introduce the
| three core teachings
| p— e Of Buddhism: the
: universal truth of
impermanence, the
Buddhist insight
that our suffering is
not impermanence-caused but self or
ego-caused, and that the Buddha was
a human being who was fully awake
to these truths and, as a “perfect,” or
humble, student and seeker, lived a
dynamic, creative, and compassionate
life.

Before showing the trailer, I gave
the students a short introduction
to Buddhism by illustrating these
three truths with simple, everyday
experiences. For example, regarding
impermanence, the vast majority
of the 50 or so kids in the room
acknowledged they had experienced
the death of a loved one—and of
course, that they were aware of the
recent untimely deaths of so many
celebrities. Regardless of our religious
affiliation, one thing we all share is
that none of us wants to die. However,
where Buddhism is a “radical” truth—
and, I said, this is the second truth
of Buddhism and the part that many
people have difficulty accepting—is
that it teaches that it is this ego or

Please see MAPS, con’t on page 5
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attachment-caused “resistance” to
impermanence that actually causes
our suffering, not impermanence
itself. I think they all understood, at
least intellectually, my example that
getting angry while driving on the
San Bernardino Freeway at rush hour
is ultimately not caused by all the
other drivers or even those who cut in
front of me, but by my own egocentric
thoughts like, “Everything would be
fine if only they would all just get out of
my way.”

To hint at the third Buddhist truth
that the view of events our ego
provides is not in fact, “real,” and that
we are asleep to the greater reality
beyond the ego, I asked if any of them
had experienced “losing themselves”
while listening to their favorite
music. Not surprisingly, all the teens
nodded. Buddhism of course says
that this experience shows that “we”
are only that which we are currently
experiencing in the moment. The
experience itself is in fact, the true
reality, while the ego is ultimately an
illusion. That statement seemed to
result in many shocked young faces.
To help clarify what the ego “is,”

I used the example of the ongoing
inner chatter of our ego-mind. “Right
now,” I observed, “I'm sharing with
you these timeless teachings, but I bet
many of you are thinking to yourself,

MPS Coordinator Monica Waraich and
Rev. Peter Hata

E G A T E W A'Y

‘Gee, I wonder what they have here
for lunch?,” ‘Hmmm...how much more
homework do I have this weekend?’
or, ‘Is this guy ever going to end?”” Of
course, the polite, “nervous” laughter
heard throughout the room showed me
I'm not the riveting speaker I thought
I was! In any case, I clarified that the
point is not to “get rid of” the ego, since
it reminds us to lock our car when we
park it or to try to eat more healthfully.
Rather, it is to receive the insight
that the constant, often dualistic,
judgments provided by our ego should
be questioned. I think this honest self-
awareness is the starting point of the
lifestyle of the student and seeker.
After showing the trailer, I discussed
one of its most powerful scenes. This
occurs when psychiatrist Dr. Mark
Epstein (Thoughts Without a Thinker)
movingly illustrates this third key
teaching of Buddhism, that the ultimate
goal is to transcend the ego and see
impermanence from the awakened
view of a buddha:

What [the Buddha] actually said
was that life is blissful. There’s joy
everywhere only we’re closed off to
it. His teachings were actually about
opening up the joyful or blissful nature
of reality, but the bliss and the joy is
in the transitoriness. Do you see this
glass? I love this glass. It holds the
water admirably. When I tap it, it has a
lovely ring. When the sun shines on it,
it reflects the light beautifully. But when
the wind blows and the glass falls off the
shelf and breaks or if my elbow hits it and
it falls to the ground I say, “of course.”
But when I know that the glass is already
broken every minute with it is precious.

I pointed out to the students that the
“glass” referred to in the film is really
a metaphor for our lives, and I said,
“Even though you are all still very
young, your glass is ‘already broken'—
because of the truth of impermanence,
we know that we all will become
old, getill, and ultimately die.” And
therefore, “Your life and all life that
supports you is precious and should

not be wasted. Awakening to this
teaching is what it means to “awaken
the student within.””

Though the message of Buddhism
seems negative, as my time came to
an end, there were signs that some
students might have been able to
appreciate its ultimate positive benefit.
For example, some thanked me while
others seemed to be deep in thought.
As they were leaving the classroom, I
wished them all good luck. I sincerely
hope they can carry with them the seed
of the Dharma, and that it might guide
them and help them lead dynamic,
creative, and compassionate lives.

Postscript

Subject: Thanks

From: Monica Waraich

To: The Living Dharma Website

Hi Reverend Peter,

On Behalf of MAPS 4 College and the
City of Baldwin Park, we wanted to
thank you for taking your time this
Saturday to spend with our students!
Also, regarding your concern that some
people might have taken exception to
the inclusion of a Buddhist presenta-
tion since it was the only such orga-
nization, there was not one complaint
about any of the workshops except that
they wished they were longer! All the
reviews were very positive. The stu-
dents enjoyed learning something new.
They really liked your video. We had
an awesome turnout and this event was
made a success by people like you!
Thank you so much for participating,
motivating, informing, and educating
the future adults of our world. Let’s
hope we made a difference!

Monica Waraich

Special Event Coordinator
www.maps4college.org

Baldwin Park, CA
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DHARMATONES, con'’t from page 1
acoustic piano but an R&B-style track
reharmonized by the Dharmatones’
director, Peter Hata. The Dharmatones
currently consist of sopranos Edith
Ariza, Aiko Enoki, Lynette Godoy,
and Yazmin Whang, altos Diane Hata,
Merry Jitosho, Jeanne Kawawata, and
Joannie Martinez, and bass-baritones
Rev. Ken Kawawata and Peter Hata.

Why identify a singing group as
“tones”? After a mass of back and forth
e-mails where many group names were
discussed, this idea seemed to be the
one that resonated the most with the
members. Actually, such a moniker is
quite common; you might remember—
or not—such groups as Mel Torme and
the Mel-tones, The Metropolitones,
The Mastertones, The Mellotones,

The Silvertones, The Touchtones, The
Hi-Tones, The Shy-Tones, The Love
Tones...well, you get the idea. But also,
from a Buddhist perspective, using
the word “tones” instead of “choir,”
“singers,” or “voices” is interesting
because it serves to indicate a singer is
not really a “singer” or even a “voice”
as much as they are the “tones” them-
selves that are produced. Isn’t this the
Buddhist teaching of “no-self,” the idea
that we are not our egos but only our
current activity, only what we are now
doing? And—going the “other way”
as it were—from a Shin perspective,
“Dharmatones” are those Dharma-
relevant tones or teachings we listen
to, find inspirational, and that make
us want to sing. So perhaps, from the
standpoint of a singing group, Higashi
Honganji’s 750th Memorial catch-
phrase of “Now, Life is Living You”
could be slightly modified to, “Now,
Life is Singing You.” “Dharmatones”
are those “tones”—words, concepts,
teachings, sounds—that we sing but
that also “sing us.”

The group is currently practicing
new material to add to its repertoire,
and their upcoming performances will
be announced at temple services and
in The Gateway. If you're interested in
joining the group, please contact Peter
Hata. You don’t need any musical train-
ing, just the desire to sing.

HOSHIDAN, con’t from page 1
various services.

I chose to receive my Buddhist name
in front of Shinran’s altar at this occa-
sion. It was extremely meaningful to
accept my Buddhist name and vow to
continue listening and studying Shin-
ran’s teachings.

Being able to chant some of the
sutras and sing the gathas with the
sangha brought the feeling of oneness
amongst the participants despite the
language barriers and huge hondo that
I am not accustomed to. The bitter cold
temperatures in the hondos did not
prevent me from enjoying the experi-
ence, because we were prepared with
our thermals, extra layers of clothing,
scarves, gloves, extra socks and warm
fleece blankets. Most of us did not at-
tempt the seiza sitting position during
the services.

During our mini tours of Kyoto, I
saw many historial Shinran landmarks
and temples. The most impressive one
was his cemetery. What an inconceiv-
able feeling it was to learn his ashes
from over 750 years ago still exist at
this site. And many other Higashi fol-
lowers have also had their ashes placed
together with his.

I met many familiar as well as new
faces while at Honzan, such as Rev.
Ken’s older brother and his wife;
Chikako Kiyota (our former minister’s
wife); Rev. Hosokawa (Mishima)’s
younger brother; Rev. Yuki; Bishop
Mine (from Hawaii); Kisa Ito and Rev.
Ryoko Osa (now residing in Hawaii).

We became one family with the other
North American District members
being together for the week. In our
group were Janet Ito and Wayne Itoga
from Betsuin, Chico Kodama from
Newport Beach, Irving Yamashita and
his three stuffed animal “kids” from
Berkeley, Peggy Waters from Chicago,
CharlAnn Nakamoto from Kaneohe,
Hawaii and Noko and Steve Yoshida
from Hilo, Hawaii and Minako Ito
from Honolulu, Hawaii. Also joining
us were three ministers assigned to the
Hawaii district: Hiroko Maeda, Marcos
Sawada and Makoto Honda. We shared
our temple and personal experiences

to help strengthen each other and our
temples. I personally had to overcome
several technical challenges during the
trip. I can now tell you how to operate
the remote control on the airplane, how
to turn on the room lights and bath-
room lights in the Toyoko Inn and snap
on Irving’s camera lens cover. Toward
the end of the trip we simply enjoyed
each other’s company and parted

with hopes to continue our dialog and
friendship in the future.

Rev. Peter Lait, our lecturer, provid-
ed the opportunity to learn the dharma
from each other. A brief summary from
our discussion and Rev. Marvin Harada
and Dr. Nobuo Haneda’s lectures:
Buddhism is not a religion, but a way
of life. Some events in your life cannot
be controlled. If you try to control it,
then you will encounter suffering. By
learning to accept the impermanence of
life, you will endure less suffering. Also
by decreasing the strong attachments
and a strong ego mind will also allow
for acceptance of life as it is. Thus the
theme, “Now, Life is living you.” Let
Life live you, don’t try to control how
your life is lived. I was chosen to share
my story with the sangha after being
chosen to give the dreaded kanwa from
the North American District.

The highlights of this trip was view-
ing the Hoonko services, receiving my
Buddhist name , shopping at Kiyomizu
and Teramachi and seeing old friends
and having a special moment dur-
ing one of the services while singing
“Shinshu Shuka,” I could feel my Mom
singing with me.

I'would like to express a special
thank you to Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi,
Rev. Ryoko Osa and Bishop Nori Ito for
guiding us around Japan and Honzan
and providing translations and inter-
pretations along the way. Also thank
you to the Dobo Kaikan, the retreat
center for their hospitality and to Rev.
Matsuda for the cheery personality and
for taking care of us during our stay at
the retreat center. I fully enjoyed the ex-
perience of the retreat life style having
heard about it from Stephanie, Michael
Please see HOSHIDAN, con’t on page 8
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Tanjo-e Service
In celebration of the birth of Shinran Shonin ‘\ ; N \

Hatsumairi Ceremony o ’>\ 5.

Held in conjunction with Tanjo-e Service ) * ; ’ =V 5
Sunday May 20,2012 10:00 am =~ "+~
Message : Rev. Kenjun Kawawata
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A ceremony for infants and children up to 6 years of age who shall
be presented initially before the Buddha. It signifies the foundation
towards a spiritual life.

DEOE FLLLWOEOEEERSBRTY, 6FTETOHFE -
BIRHIRLET. BROCHTETHLAATILS L,

Child's Name
Birthday Age S e x
M F

Parent's Name

Address
City State Zip

Telephone

West Covina Higashi Honganji Buddhist Temple
P.O. Box 1616 West Covina, CA 91793-1616
Telephone (626) 913-0622
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and Frank such as the surprisingly deli-
cious vegetarian meals, the community
baths and assigned chores for us were
bathroom clean up and raking leaves
outside.

Thank you to the North America
District for funding this extraordinary
trip for me. &

L.D. NEWS, con’t from page 1

to-earth essays on everyday Buddhism
such as Steve Hagen’s Buddhism Plain
and Simple and Jean Smith’s Radiant
Mind, and classic, college-level texts
like Paul Williams” Mahayana Buddhism:
The Doctrinal Foundations, and James
Dobbins’ Jodo Shinshu.

Gassho,

Peter Hata

Selected E-mail

From = Levi Sara

Subject = Interested in Buddhism
Message = Hello, I am 13 years of age
and I am currently looking into Bud-
dhism. I am very interested in it and
I wanted to ask if you could tell me
where to begin my journey, what books
to read and what to look at.

Thank you heaps,

Levi Sara

Dear Levi Sara,

I want to commend you for your question!
It’s been a long time since I was 13, but
even at that age I had already developed an
interest in world religions. Learning about
others, being willing to explore different
traditions and ways of thinking and living,
will help you to be open and to expand your
horizons. I am a librarian, so I know a lot
about books. You'll find many excellent
materials in your school library and your
public library. If they don’t have anything
on Buddhism then ask your librarians if
they can find something for you on inter-
library loan. Also look at books on World
Religions. Most of them will have a chap-
ter on Buddhism. If you want something
with pictures I have found that National
Geographic had some excellent books on Re-
ligions. One book for young people I really
like is called “The Buddha Way” by Wil-
liam Corlett and John Moore. It's designed

for Junior High School. I think you can
handle it! Now I will warn you that a lot of
Buddhist books get pretty intellectual, and
very technical. If you're not ready for those
then wait. There will be time enough for
those later after you get a good foundation.
Also you will find that many books are from
different schools of Buddhism, which can be
confusing, but that’s o.k. You'll learn about
Theravada, Mahayana, Tibetan, Zen, and
Pure Land, and many others. 1 follow Pure
Land, in a school known as Shin Buddhism
or Jodo Shinshu. All these schools will
have something interesting and important
to teach you.

One Buddhist book I really love I read when
I was younger than 13. It’s called “The Cat
who went to Heaven” by Elizabeth Coat-
sworth. It won the Newberry Award for
Best Children’s Book in 1931. It's a story
set in Japan, about a painter, his cat, and
the Buddha. I think you will love it! Just
about every library should have this book.
If you want your own copy to own, get it in
hardcover. The pictures are so much better!
Now it is not enough to just read books.
You'll want in time to visit temples and

see how Buddhists live and deal with their
problems. Many temples have different

backgrounds and will often reflect different
ethnic heritages. Some will do services in a
foreign language, others will have services
in English. Just be open, listen, and learn.
Look for temples where everyone, including
their ministers, consider themselves stu-
dents and are always learning and always
being open. Some temples, I'm afraid, get
into what I call “guruism” where you have
to obey someone without question. I would
be very careful about that. Some people
may need that, but you, I think, want to
learn, challenge, and expand! Look for
temples that will help you do that.

There’s more I could probably share, but
this is probably enough for now. Make sure
you talk with your parents about this to.
Don’t be pushy, and watch out for getting
arrogant. Young people tend to think in
absolute black and white terms. Reality
can be very grey at times. Buddhism is
about living from black to white through
the greys and then back again. Now I think
that’s enough! Good luck, take care, and
write back if you have more questions! I'd
love to see how you grow through all this!
Sincerely,

Frederick
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rHEeE WEST COVINA BUDDHIST TEMPLE
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201 2 Vol XLVI
May 5)%3”5%@27 B ORES
3 7:30 pm Howakai Japanese Service = MyF Baem
6 8:30am Board Meeting 68 FAi8K¥ ESx
6 10:00 am Shotsuki Service 68 Fa11086 HAEE
8 10:00 am Bonbu Class 88 F#& 1K REEXR
13 10:00 am Mother's Day Family Service 138 Haij106 HSOBxFRELE
20 10:00 am Tanjo-e/Hatsumairi Service 208 4Ha110E HFEDRAHES /VSDEE
22 10:00 am Bonbu Class 228 % 18 RESEXRS
27 10:00 am Sunday Service 278 41108 BEiLE
June 6 RIS FE
2 8:00 pm Oldies Dance p
3 10:00 am Shotsuki Service 28 ﬁF{é 88 YV AERHR
5 7:00 pm Bon Odori Practice 38 Fpil 0k HAEE
: A -
7 7:30 pm Howakai Japanese Service 58 F&_ 7K =&RWOKRE
z NV N == AN
8 7:00 pm Bon Odori Practice 78 ﬁFﬁ T8¥ RERm
10 8:30 am Board Meeting 88 F& 7k REOHREB
10 10:00 am Sunday Service 108 #Fri8K¥ BEx
12 7:00 pm Bon Odori Practice 108 4#8ij106 OBiE
12 10:00 am Bonbu Class 128 % 78 ZEORS
12 7:00 pm Bon Odori Practice 158 HF#& 78 ZBEOES
15  7:00 pm Bon Odori Practice 178 #1108 ROBSKELE
17 10:00 am Father's Day Family Service 108 ##% 78 ZWOES
19 7:00 pm Bon Odori Practice 228 & 7 H% ﬁﬁ D”ﬁ?:f.’
22 7:00 pm Bon Odori Practice 548 48110 H%F ﬂélﬂ%?*l..#
24 10:00 am Sunday Service By S ==
26 10:00 am Bonbu Class 268 F& 7&K RBOKRS
26 7:00 pm Bon Odori Practice 298 F#& 1K ATV7IRTa/VLER
29 1:00 pm Obon Festival Set-up 30 % 188 Z2xzRFTa/NL
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